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February: Latin for “Februa” a ceremonial feast of purification held by the Romans
centuries ago every February 15th. The early Saxons renamed February “Sol-Monath” sun month because of the returning sun after winter.
Flower: Primrose & Violet
A WET FEBRUARY, A WET SPRING
St Valentine’s Day - Thursday, 14th February
Our love is like the misty rain that falls softly –
but floods the river.
African Proverb

June Barnett receiving the Community Council Cup
from Dr. Susan McDonnell, Chairman of DCC,
for her many years of service to Dalkey
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❖

SUMMARY OF DCC DECEMBER & JANUARY MEETINGS

❖

The December Monthly Meeting was held on Monday 3rd December in OLH.
This was the final DCC meeting of 2012. The meeting was brief as the presentation of the
DCC Community Cup to June Barnett in recognition of her many years of work both in
DTT and other organizations in Dalkey would be recognised at the end of the meeting.
TT: The two men from the Southside Partnership are still working around the town. DTT
welcomes new members, as there is always plenty of work to be done.
NW: The Garda Clinics has been set up and the Business Watch for the town was launched
on Wednesday 6th December. This is a scheme for the businesses similar in nature to the
NW scheme.
AOB: The Christmas celebration was a great success and the participation of the schools
added to the occasion.
The meeting adjourned and the presentation took place.
Summary of the January Monthly Meeting held on Monday 07th January in OLH.
The Treasurer, Ed O’Neill chaired the meeting and the members stood for a minutes silence
as a mark of respect for the late Mrs. McCabe, Select Stores who died on the 18th
December last. She was a great supporter of the Community Council and was always
delighted to attend the Garden Receptions to present the McCabe Cup for sport, meet the
recipients and get an update on DCC affairs.
TT: A new scheme has been put in place by DLR for the collection of bin litter and it has
been noted that there is an improvement since the commencement of the scheme. It is
DLR’s policy not to place bins on Vico Road.
NW: The Garda Clinic has been set up and the next Clinic will take place on Thursday 14th
February from 11am-12pm in OLH. It is very important that the public drop in to meet the
Garda and support this new initiative.

❖

A VISIT TO CHINA

❖

Arriving in Beijing, picking up our suitcases at Arrivals, we were faced with twenty entry
points with huge notices, ‘Foreigners’; as I queried I felt not very welcoming?? Our first tour
started at Tian An Men Square. I knew some of its history; as I stood there I felt the
atmosphere
very
moving
and
emotional. The amount of people!
Thousands of them, mostly men; a
feeling of loneliness at noticing so
many families with one child only. This
kept cropping up so I asked Denis, our
Guide. He gave a harrowing story of his
young life. His mother explained to him
that her first pregnancy was female; he
had a sister but she had been aborted.
Then he was born: - the only one? All
contradictions continually appearing,
We are told One Child per Family and
Grand Theatre in Garden of Virtuous Harmony
then we meet families with two or three
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children, and we ask again to be told that
they pay a fine of $8000 or their Social
Welfare is taken from them. I suppose a
few tries at IVF would cost this in our
country. Every morning as we left our
hotel we encountered a meeting of traffic
and people: 14 million in Beijing and
111/2 million in Xian, with 13.4 million
in Shanghai. To travel to Xian and
Shanghai we flew. All sorts of people.
Some very rich people in huge cars, as
well as medium and small cars, bicycles
and scooters, buses with ‘Packers’
employed to push people onto the buses!
Some bicycles with a small cart with huge
black bags on the back, often a wife and
child on top of his head: - nobody wearing
a helmet. I was so amazed at how
beautiful the people were. A young
generation all working with very few
Great Wall winterscene - different seasons
having English as a language even at the
Reception in the hotels. Maybe one person
would have a little English but, of course, I didn’t have Chinese. We stayed in five star hotels and
they were excellent. On day four we awoke to a snow storm but battled on to the Great Wall. I
walked through deep snow but as I got to the Wall I decided it was too dangerous and went back
to the café. I was disappointed I wouldn’t get my Great Wall Medal. Within minutes half of the
tour crept back to the café. There was a report later that a Japanese tourist had died that morning
on the Wall. We then went to a jade factory with was great. We had a visit to the town and some of
us bought jewellery and other jade souvenirs. We had coffee and used the European toilets which
was a relief to all of us!
Our guide always managed to get one clean toilet for us otherwise we had to squat and the
smell in those ‘toilets’ was gross. There never was toilet paper but we all brought lots of
tissues. We went to many temples which were situated in lovely gardens with lots of plants
still blooming. The weather was mostly warm and sunny. We had a rickshaw tour through
private lanes similar to Pembroke Lane, Dublin, and visited a private house and then to a
Lama Temple. This was one of my favourites. In 1694 this monastery was founded by Tibetan
Buddhists. The locals put food on the altar and visitors brought kindle, lit it for incense. They
pray to the figure of the Buddha bowing, kneeling and adoring. You could feel the spirituality
of these people.
We saw the Panda Bears in Beijing Zoo. We then flew to Xian to visit the Terra Cotta Warriors
and Horses. They were exhibited in the RDS many years ago. Architecturally, a masterpiece
but, as I heard the story of the Emperor killing all those warriors so he would not be on his
own when he died, I identified this megalomaniac with Hitler!
Day 9 was a day of leisure. We were offered a day at a farm, a Health Clinic and a school. We
were thrilled. The farm was franchised and on a government grant. Two of our guides were
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Phone/Fax: 01 236 9088
DELIVERY SERVICE

LARGE SELECTION OF INDOOR AND OUTDOOR PLANTS

4 Railway Road , Dalkey. Email: dalkeyflowers@yahoo.com

APPLE GARDEN SERVICES
DALKEY
ALL GARDEN WORK
• Tidy-ups • Hedges & Lawns
• Pebble Gardens
• Light Tree Surgery
Fully insured / Registered Company
ALL WASTE REMOVED AND 100% RECYCLED

☎ 284 0027 / 087 699 4617
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members of the Communist Party. Denis’s
grandfather and father were also members.
We wore overshoes and were shown 300
head of black and white cows and about fifty
calves which took great delight in me calling
them to ‘suck, suck’! They came to me as I
put my fingers into their mouths. They and I
loved it. The farm had no greenery; there
was dust everywhere - even the trees were
covered. The farmer’s wife cooked lunch for
Jade Belt Bridge
us. It was wonderfully simple Chinese food.
I was delighted when we went to the clinic and met the doctor who had worked for thirty years
without a holiday. I told them that I was born in 1933 and that our own local doctor never had
a break. He was a lovely gentle man. He had three patients of approximately 2-3 years of age
on drips, just in the hallway. In another room he had two adults also on drips. Then we went to
the school where approximately thirty children - mostly boys - sang for us and then asked us
to sing. I led with ‘Beidh Aonach Amárach in gContae an Chlár’ and our group joined in. We
also danced a reel and an Irish jig. After that we went to the Art Class and had a lesson in
Calligraphy.
The Forbidden City is surrounded by a ten metre high wall and it has, historically and
artistically, the most comprehensive museums of two dynasties, Ming and Quing and their
treasures. The Summer Palace is another monument to classical architecture and the Temple
of Heaven is also part of the Ming Dynasty. We flew to Shanghai and took the world’s fastest
train (‘The Maglev’) from the airport to the city centre, at a speed of one hundred and fifty
kilometres per hour. It was amazing. Then the lift to the Oriental Pearl TV Tower and then to
our hotel. We discussed Chinese weddings. Often, there would be more than four hundred
guests at a Chinese restaurant provided by the bride and groom.
Washing
The last day was Sunday which is wash day. All clothes were hung outside their apartments or
on the sidewalk. They call it their National Flag!
When I look back on the twelve days, I never heard a four-letter word. Only the odd ‘Jesus’
and ‘Oh, My God!’ when our bus nearly crashed, was allowed!!
Blaithnaid Mc Ginty

A GREAT LOSS . . .
It is with deep sadness that we mark the passing of one of the Council's long
standing members, Dominic Dowling. He served as Secretary at one stage. As well
as serving on the Council's Executive Committee he was also the Representative
from the Heritage Centre on the Council. He was always a very competent and
caring member of the Council and his loss will be greatly felt.
Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife, Ruth, and his children and grandchildren at
this sad time.
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❖

NATURE CORNER

by Michael Ryan

❖

The very mild weather at the turn of the year brought the usual unseasonable records. I
usually see the first year’s leaves on a Horse Chestnut in early March but in the second
week in January there were new leaves on Sycamore trees on Killiney Hill and new leaves
on Alder trees in Booterstown. A male Dunnock was singing from the top of a gorse bush
on Dalkey in mid January months before he’d normally be expected to and any mild
mornings were full of the lovely song of Song Thrushes sounding through the darkness.
Love seemed to be in the air for foxes, hearing a male barking below the Vico Road and a
little later hearing the same sound in my own garden where later a pair of foxes were
observed nonchalantly trotting across the lawn together. Evidently his barking had done the
job and won him the heart of a female.
There are now lots of electronic forums that report sightings of rare and uncommon birds,
nationwide or specifically for the East Coast such as www.irishbirding.com and East Coast
Bird News twitter account. Most of the sightings are reported within an hour (sometimes
minutes) or two of being seen with description and location details and if the sightings are
of unique enough birds they will set off a little stampede of birders. I rarely ever check out
any of the reports finding them more of a source of frustration or regret since I rarely have
the time to go and check them out and there’s always the underlining thought that I might
go on a long journey, get there and not see the bird. I still recall the sense of disappointment
I had years ago walking down the track to Broad Lough in Wicklow and meeting a group of
birders who had just spent a happy few hours watching an Osprey fishing in the lake until it
took to the wing to continue its migration north, about 40 minutes before I arrived on the
scene.
But in December when I heard there had been regular recent sightings of a flock of
waxwings that was a different matter. Waxwings are spectacular, easily identifiable and
there was a flock of them. But the best thing about the sighting was they’d been seen at
various locations along Avondale Road in Killiney. Next day I drove the length of Avondale
Road on my way home at lunchtime. It was a cold but very sunny day, visibility was
perfect. I got to the Barnhill
Road end but no sign of any
unusual birds. I thought I’d
try another look so back
around the roundabout and up
Avondale Road again. A small
tree stood beside the footpath
at the crest of the incline, its
bare branches backlit by the
low midday sun and on top of
it was a flock of birds which,
although only visible in
silhouette, were unmistakably
the waxwings. With their tall
plume like crest, black eye
mask, yellow tips to feathers
and tail they look very exotic.
You could imagine them in
tropical forests but they are
northern European birds
Waxwings on Avondale Road
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DOMINIC DOWLING
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8

Email: info@dalkeylaw.com

breeding in coniferous forests near the Arctic circle. A poor berry crop at home sometimes
drives them south in what is known as a ‘irruption’ and this winter brought them to the UK
and Ireland in record numbers.
Delighted I’d found them so easily I parked around the corner and got the telescope out to
have a good look. I counted them, at least 70 and they stayed there till someone in an
adjoining garden came out and disturbed them.
Returning after lunch they were at the other end of the road strung along a telegraph line till
a very perturbed Mistle Thrush, although greatly outnumbered, defended his berry patch by
launching a attack on them which sent them packing.
Waxwings get their name from the red wingtips which, when their wing is folded,
resembles a blob of the red wax which used to be dripped hot on to envelopes of important
documents to seal them. Their Latin generic name is Bombycilla garrulus, which derives
from Bombyx meaning silk and cilla meaning ‘tail’ which refers to their silky-soft plumage
while garrulous meaning talkative refers to their constant chattering. A charming name for
a charming little bird.
In November we eventually got to see the Great Spotted Woodpecker that had been
reported on Killiney Hill and the Friday before Christmas we got to see three separate pairs
of the released red squirrels, at one stage causing a minor human traffic jam on the path
above the Vico as my companion Lucy showed people the red she had spotted perched on
the very top of a Larch tree. As far as I know the woodpecker hasn’t been seen recently on
Killiney Hill but became a regular visitor to a feeder in a garden at the back of Mullins Hill.
For a while the squirrels were very obliging, coming down to feeders and being seen
reasonably easily. On one occasion I quietly approached one of the feeding stations and
was rewarded with a charming sight. A
squirrel had gone into a open fronted box
and was looking out, at one stage with its
tiny paws resting on the opening as if it
was a little shopkeeper. If it had been
wearing a bonnet and a pinafore it would
have passed as a character out of a Beatrix
Potter story.
By the time of publication the researchers
will have trapped the squirrels and
removed their radio collars before re
releasing them, hoping some of them
might pair up and start a family. It was
good to see our original remaining red
was still around, distinguished by her lack
of a collar. It’ll be much more difficult to
recognise her when the others lose their
collars although the imported Wexford
reds have a much browner tinge while our
survivor has a much more consistently red
tinge to her fur.
When the squirrels are re-released the
researchers will become much more
reliant on sightings by the public. Lots of
up to date information on the Killiney Hill
Red Squirrel Group page on Facebook.
Squirrels inside and outside feeders
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JENNING’S PLUMBING & HEATING
Bathrooms remodelled, power showers, electric showers,
heating, dishwashers, washing machines plumbed,
cylinders replaced, tanks replaced, burst pipes, etc.
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H O U R E M E R G E N C Y S E RV I C E

Call Mike @ 276 2054 / 087 2200 577

CARRAHER ELECTRICAL
ECSSA Registered
• Rewires • Time Switches Fitted to Immersion Heater • LED Lighting
• Extra Sockets • Garden Sockets • Security Lighting • Fuseboard Upgrades

FULLY INSURED
Emergency call outs
Ring Dave Tel. 01 285 1362 or Mobile 087 2346420
www.southdublinservices.ie
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❖

DALKEY TIDY TOWNS UPDATE FEBRUARY 2013

❖

Tidy Towns’ Map at Church Car Park
PROJECTS in OUR COMMUNITY
. . . in conjunction with Dalkey Tidy Towns
In the past couple of years, lots of changes have taken place in your community. Some no
doubt you will have noticed, some not. Like the improvements made at:
● The Railway Station - the new paving, new trees and shrubs and re-surfaced car park,
● The Heritage & Direction Signposts in Castle & adjacent Streets,
● The Big Clean-Up and Painting in Sorrento Park,
● All the improvements made - and being made - at Bullock Harbour,
● The new Dalkey Map (at the Church entrance).
All these projects - and lots more - were initiated and managed by volunteers in your
community. Some of the actual project work is carried out by volunteers too, as well as by
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, Irish Rail, Dublin Port Co., Southside
Partnership and many other companies. We appreciate and are grateful to many people and
companies who have helped us complete these projects. There are lots more projects in the
pipeline, all of which are being done to enhance Dalkey and its environs as an attractive
place to live, visit and do business.
We write this article, not just to let you know about some of the voluntary work being
carried in your community, but to ask if you know people ... volunteers ... who would be
willing and able to help us manage these projects too? The work can be done at any time,
at any pace and isn’t in any way strenuous. If you are interested yourself or know
someone who might be, please contact: Terry (01) 285 9974 or email us at
tidy@dalkeytidytowns.com
Blathín O’Brien – Dalkey
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Dalkey
Credit Union Ltd.
(Affiliated to the Irish League of Credit Unions)

• Loan Interest Charged at 10.3% A.P.R.
• Loan and Savings insured free of charge*
• Access to our Death Benefit Scheme*
Please contact the office for further services available to members.
13A Castle Street, Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01-285 3366 Fax: 01-285 3310
E-mail: dalkeycreditunion@eircom.net
*Terms and Conditions apply.
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❖

MARITIME DALKEY by Jehan Ashmore

❖

Cruise tender dock (Coal Harbour), Dun Laoghaire

Dalkey Island Oil ‘Prospect’ - Well, what a year it’s been! ... since that packed-out
meeting in Dalkey Town Hall last January and all the subsequent debates and
demonstrations at east-coast venues and outside the Dáil. As for now, An Taisce’s High
Court judicial review hearing, disputing the decision for exploratory drilling off Dalkey
Island, is set for 19 February.
An Taisce claim the Government’s decision last September to grant a Foreshore Licence to
Providence Resources (for oil and gas exploration), was unlawful and the licence should be
quashed, as it failed to carry out an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) required by EU
Habitats Directive to protect cetaceans etc.
Also, An Taisce claim that this development is “a failure in the national legislative
framework, on which this decision was made, which has
implications for drilling both offshore and onshore.”
Another major move in the controversy came in
December when Minister for Heritage Jimmy Deenihan
announced a proposed NATURA 2000 site. Should the
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) that stretches
between Rockabill to Dalkey Island, overlap the
licensed area, it could be ‘extremely problematic’,
commented The Irish Times.
Providence Resources claim they had not been given
advance information of the SAC, which could overlap
their seismic and sonar survey area and they would
respond following further assessment.
Coliemore Harbour Ferry: A licence for the
commercial ferryboat service to Dalkey Island has been
awarded at last and to local boatman, Ken Cunningham,
Protesters outside Leinster
who has served this ‘traditional’ ferry role for years.
House
13

Brighten Your
Home for
WINTER
Why not CALL the experts for a
fresh coat of paint inside or out

OV
ER
YE
AR
S
O
EX
PER F
IEN
CE
20

PAUL CARR
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Call the specialists for
Exterior Walls and Window Frame Painting, Varnishing
Interior Paperhanging, Ceiling, Skirting and Varnishing
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CLEAN RELIABLE SERVICE FROM PROFESSIONALS AT REALISTIC PRICES

Tel: 2820732 / 087 2569176

.... For a free quotation and colour co-ordination service
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However, the licence is restricted to just five passengers and only from Coliemore.
Furthermore, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) will not permit the
ferry service from Coliemore on safety grounds, until the structural damage (let alone
costs) are known when a consultant engineer’s report is due this February. In the meantime,
the Coliemore ferry restoration committee (see Nov. issue) with the support of Dalkey
Community and involving 21 groups, continue to press councillors to ensure the harbour
remains the historic embarkation point.
Dalkey Island Slipway Upgrade: The Coliemore committee are also to submit and
respond to DLRCC, following a proposed PART 8 Scheme to upgrade the island’s slipway
(where a consultation process with plans on view, ended on 29 January). The public can
still make written submissions to the council by 5pm, Tuesday 12 Feb.
See:www.dlrcoco.ie/newsevents/latestnews/title,8929,en.html
Among proposed new works (up to 12 weeks to complete) is to raise the existing slipway
and pier with steps and widening of the channel, which is to cost €228,000 approx. The
project could see 500 helicopter flights over eight days, transferring machinery and
materials from a ‘desired site’ near Sorrento Point (green at Dillon’s Park?).
Dalkey Island
Forum: organised
by Dalkey Civic
Trust (DCT) drew
more than 40
delegates in
November to St.
Patrick’s Church,
where a panel of
experts presented
heritage topics on
maritime
archaeology,
history and
architectural
features which
proved both
Delegates at the Dalkey Island Forum
fascinating and
equally insightful. Also discussed was Coliemore ferry access and possible impacts of the
PART 8 plans. Niall Brady, Edel Bhreathnach, Darina Tully and Jason Bolton were
thanked for their excellent presentations.
Dunlaoghaire / Dublin Bay Cruises - As previously reported in this column, an
alternative to Coliemore Harbour, for ferry embarkation to Dalkey Island, is Dun Laoghaire
Harbour. Its cruise-tender dock pontoon is expected to be served by a new operator,
providing cruises of Dublin Bay this season (see ‘excursions’ Oct. 2011) using a 150passenger former Inisbofin island ferry.
For further information visit: www.shipsireland.com
For DCC Newsletter back issues: www.dalkeycommunitycouncil.com
Words & Photos (c) Jehan Ashmore, marine correspondent
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28 Castle Street, Dalkey

All this month we are offering

Buy One Get One Half Price*
on Ren and Avene Skincare
*Half Price applies to cheaper item (Mix and Match)
Please phone us at 01 285 9833 to find out more details
Open 9-7 Monday to Friday; 9-6 Saturdays and 11-2 Sundays

S. HAMMOND
FULLY
INSURED

Tel: 01 214 8794, 087-285 0653

●

ROOFING RESTORATION

●

NATURAL SLATES

●

LEAD AND COPPER WORK

●

GRANT WORK

●

CONSERVATION WORK FOR
DUNLAOGHAIRE - RATHDOWN
COUNTY COUNCIL

O’SHEA MANNING & CO.
ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED AUDITORS
Tel: 285 1699 Fax: 285 8411 E-mail: info@osheamanning.ie
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Planning for the Present & Future
Organisation Development & Training
Control - Costs, Cashflow, Budgets
Management Information Systems
Sourcing of Finance for Development
Accounting & Taxation Service
Registered Financial Intermediaries
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❖

U.S. Military Attaché Oofficer Visits Harold Boys’ N.S.

❖

Master
Sergeant
George
Sands
visits
Harold
Boys
N.S

We studied the U.S.A. in History and did projects on life in America. Our teacher, Ms.
McDermott, phoned the U.S. Embassy and Master Sergeant George Sands came to our
school to speak to us on the U.S. Military. It was very cool because he is a Defence Attaché
Officer. He is also an Army Electrician. He told us he had never killed anyone but had
been in a “skirmish” with Colombian rebels. He said that he had jumped out of planes and
helicopters about forty times.
Some of the guns he
fired include a M16,
An Irish ‘Grow House’
a M4, a 50 Calibre
Belt Machine gun
and the Irish Stair
Rifle. I thought it
was very interesting.
He asked us a few
questions. I got one
right and I won a
U.S. Embassy
medal. It was cool!
I really enjoyed
listening to his
stories. I’m glad we
did our project on
the U.S.A. because
we had such a good
Sure,
speaker. I have a
great souvenir to
they are only young
keep!
Christmas trees for
EOGHAN FAY
next year!
Rang 6
17

Castle Street,
Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01 275 1982
Email: fh@iol.ie

Forbes Hamilton
Residential & Commercial
Sales and Letting
Contactable 24/7 within reason

Conall D. Forbes
087 264 6661

McCabes Oil
SELECT STORES, DALKEY

Your Local Home Heating Oil Distributor
• Top Quality Winter Grade - Home Heating Oil - Kerosene
• Same Day Delivery Service
• Prompt Personal Attention
• Keen Competitive Prices
• Mini Tanker Available for Narrow
Entrances
• Full range of Smokeless Coal,
ALSO Anthracites, Turf, Logs & Briquettes
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Telephone:
285 9611
086 8138545
Mon. - Sat.
8a.m. - 8p.m.

❖

DALKEY SEA SCOUT CUB NEWS – FEBRUARY

❖

Our Cubs had a very busy start to the year when we made the best of the weather in
September/ October and enjoyed a great hike at Glendalough to see the Deer Rutting, the
5km Fun Run at Kilbogget Park as well as a lovely Beach BBQ . We also went Yachting in
October and would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the boat owners, many of
them scouting parents, and friends of scouting parents, who helped pull off this
extravaganza. Also, thank you to the Royal St. George Yacht Club who facilitated the event
and approximately 35 excited cubs on seven yachts.
We also had an amazing visit to the Antarctic with the greatest Irish explorer ever,
Shackleton. So, if you have not heard about it and have spare time, this exhibit in Dun
Laoghaire is truly inspirational and well worth visiting.
Great fun was had at many of these events as well as the many hall nights when we all have
been wrapped up in knots!
We also were lucky enough to collect
the ‘Peace Light’ as part of a the long
standing tradition and brought it back to
St. Patrick’s Church. This flame had
travelled from Bethlehem and is
distributed worldwide by scouting
groups. The flame was shared locally as
well as partaking in the Festival of
Lights ceremony when it is brought to
the Church of the Assumption.
Our final event last year was a fund
Dalkey Sea Cubs Carol Singing in Dalkey at Christmas
raising event. On Saturday Dec 15th the
PHOTO: JOHN FAHY
Cubs were carol singing in Dalkey and
raised money for Emily Casey a local girl who is in a wheel chair and needs exercise
equipment. This is an amazing cause to support, especially close to home. Emily came to
the hall a few weeks before and loved
watching the Cubs in action. We are all
looking forward to having another visit
from Emily and presenting a cheque to her
in the near future. Follow ‘Exercise for
Emily’ on Facebook.
The event was very well supported by
locals who enjoyed the Christmas
atmosphere and also by the local businesses
Eurospar who sponsored biscuits and Select
Stores who provided hot chocolates to stave
Cubs from the 41st Dublin (St. Patrick’s
off the cold.
Dalkey) Scout Troop, carol singing in Castle
Street in Dalkey, Saturday December 15th
PHOTO: JOHN FAHY

WEBSITE: Check out our website
http://www.dalkeyseascouts.ie
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS - Weeks 46-01

12/11/2012 to 4/1/2013

The material in the Planning Section of the Newsletter is based entirely on data taken from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s website. If you are concerned about a particular item it is strongly
recommended that you examine the relevant file in the Council’s offices.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0447
Application Rec’d Date: 14-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Angie & Mike Bowtell, 64, Castlepark Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for the construction of new porch and new single storey extensions to
the side and rear first floor extension in place of existing dormer to the rear; conversion of existing
garage to new study and bathroom and new rooflights on existing and new front, side and rear roof
slopes; alterations and widening of existing vehicular
driveway, internal alterations and associated works.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0454
Application Rec’d Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Maeve Hefferon, 20/21 St. Patrick’s Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Retention permission is sought for a 5m free standing metal mast with communication dish
located on ridge of inner pitched roof to a two storey office building.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0455 Application Rec’d Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Aidan & Fiona O’Meara, Atalanta, 37, Coliemore Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for amendments to plans approved under register reference
D11A/0551, consisting of (a) enlarged pedestrian-accessible deck to roof of approved lowest floor
extension; (b) proposed windows to north elevation of ditto; (c) proposed 4 sq.m. top floor baclony;
(d) ancillary works.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0456
Application Rec’d Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: David Whelan, Barnhill Stores 11 and 12a Barnhill Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought on a site of c.0.125 ha located at Barnhill Stores The development
will comprise of the following: Demolition of c.99.7 sq.m of retail/storage area. Removal of c.169
sq.m. of temporary retail area (granted under D10A/0077; PL06D.236625) and c.118 sq.m. of
unauthorised retail area. Construction of a new single storey extension (c.298 sq.m.) to the main
neighbourhood shop to now provide a total gross floor area of c.422.4 sq.m. Increase in size of 2nd
retail unit from c.42.2 sq.m. to c.68.2 sq.m. GFA. Provision of new stairs to existing 1st floor
store/admin area. Modifications to elevations and additional signage (c.11.8 sq.m.). Associated
landscaping, site boundary and development works.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0458
Application Rec’d Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Martin Doran, Firmbank, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for proposed development comprising of the erection of a 4 bed 2
storey dwelling and all service connections and associated siteworks all accessed via existing
vehicular laneway from Dalkey Park.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0468
Application Rec’d Date: 27-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Iris O’Malley, 21, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for modifications to approved plans, Reg. Refs.: D11A/0193,
D11A/0389 and D11A/0454 to approved House C only as follows; (1) minor modifications to all
window positions, sizes and fenestration patterning including to the dormer window, (ii) increase the
depth of roof eaves by 300mm and (iii) raise the height of the chimney by 600mm.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0474
Application Rec’d Date: 30-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Paul Kealy & Maeve O’Hare, 24, Ulverton Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for development which will consist of; alterations to include new
Velux type rooflight to the rear of the main roof, extending existing front bay to lower ground level,
repositioning and widening of existing vehicular entrance to include new pedestrian entrance and
associated landscaping and siteworks.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0475
Application Rec’d Date: 28-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Declan & Noreen Hynes, Dunloe, 11, Railway Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for development which consists of; alterations to include new Velux
type rooflight to the side of the main roof and widening of existing pedestrian entrance to a vehicular
entrance and associated landscaping and site works.
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Reg. Ref.: D12B/0387
Application Rec’d Date: 07-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Ms. Pauline Sheehan, 24, Springhill Park, Dalkey.
Proposal: Planning permission sought for alterations to existing detached single storey habitable
accommodation to side of existing detached single storey dwelling to include for extensions to side
(south) and rear (east), alterations to existing roof, formation of link to existing dwellings and conversion
to family flat roof together with all associated elevational alterations and site development works.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0392
Application Rec’d Date: 13-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Jimmy and Sheila Nicholson, 29 & 30, Convent Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission to (a) demolish 2 No. existing single storey flat roofed ‘lock ups’, (b) erect a
single storey (dimension to eaves on SW side 3.925m and NE side 3.195m) pitched roofed ‘lock up’
for domestic use together with all associated site works. The property to which this application relates
is located between No. 29 & 30 Convent Road.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0505
Application Rec’d Date: 18-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Iris O’Malley, 21, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for modifications to approved plans, Reg. Ref. D11A/0193, to
increase the width of approved House B by 900mm and to convert the attic space to provide an
additional en-suite bedroom with a dormer window to the front elevation, thus increasing the overall
floor area by 40 sq.m.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0513
Application Rec’d Date: 20-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Elaine Fitzgerald & Glendon Byrne, 6, Saval Park Gardens, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for development consisting of an attic conversion with rear dormer
window, a roof-light to the front and raised roof-light over the stairwell to the side, new ground floor
side window and door, new pitched roof at ground floor level over an existing front window and
forming a porch, widening of entrance gates and ancillary site works.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0515
Application Rec’d Date: 20-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Pat Moynihan, 26, White’s Villas, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for 1. Demolish single storey extension to rear. 2. Construction of two
storey extension to side and rear (with part single storey extensions to side and rear), single storey
extension to front with porch. Solar panels to side and rear of the proposed rear extension. 3. Make
vehicular entrance to front. 4. Block up existing front door and create new front door to extensions. 5.
New 2m wall to side boundary extending to rear.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0518
Application Rec’d Date: 21-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Brian Craig, Rocklands House, Harbour Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for development at this site. The development will consist of: Works
to a protected structure including: building fabric upgrade through the replacement of non-original
windows and doors to the North, South, East and West elevations. The replacement of existing nonoriginal windows with new double doors to the East elevation of the single storey annex to the main
building and the instatement of a pitched roof over part of this annex to match existing pitched roof
over same. Internal works to the ground floor level including the removal and relocation of the
existing guest toilet from the existing separating corridor to the entrance hall, the removal of the
remainder of the corridor walls. The closing-up of the existing connecting door between the garage
and dwelling. The replacement of the existing kitchen servery hatch with new double doors. The
reinstatement of two original fireplaces. Demolition of modern conservatory and reinstatement of
hard and soft landscaping.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0401
Application Rec’d Date: 21-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Coliemore Apartments Management Co. Ltd., Coliemore Apartments,
Coliemore Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for retention of the existing railings along the south west boundary
between Coliemore Apartments and Coliemore Harbour. Applic. Type: Permission for Retention.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0404
Application Rec’d Date: 21-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Michael O’Shea, Iveragh, 21, Saval Park Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for retention of the ground and first floor rear and side extension,
conversion of garage to habitable room to the side of the existing house, front ground floor extension
including porch with tiled roof over and alterations to the front elevation and all associated site works.
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Application Type: Permission for Retention.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0530
Application Rec’d Date: 27-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Maureen O’Brien, 37A, Burmah Close, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for the demolition of existing bungalow and detached garage and
construction of new detached part single storey, part two storey dwelling with a repositioned and
widened vehicular entrance and dished kerb, 2 No. new gate piers, raised side boundary walls and
associated site works.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0531
Application Rec’d Date: 28-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Torca Developments Ltd. Site at Torca Rd, Bounded by San Elmo
Lodge, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for a two-storey dwelling with terrace at Torca Rd, Dalkey, bounded
on the east by San Elmo Lodge, on the southwest by the steps leading to Vico Rd., and on the north by
the right-of-way leading to Knocknacree Road. The access to the proposal will be from Torca Road.
Reg. Ref.: D13A/0001 Application Rec’d Date: 02-Jan-2013
Applicant Name & Location: Harvey Twomey, Seaverge, Coliemore Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for development which consists of; 1. Demolition for rear outhouses
and partial demolition of existing two storey rear return. 2. Construction of a two storey flat roof
extension to the side. 3. Construction of a two storey flat roof extension to the rear. 4. Construction of
new lower ground level to match adjoining property. 5. Attic conversion including, dormer window
to the rear, Velux rooflights to the front and new window in gable wall to the side. 6. Provision of
vehicular parking to the front and ancillary siteworks including landscaping and shed to the rear.

PLANNING DECISIONS Wks 46-01 12/11/2012 to 04/01/2013
Reg. Ref.: D07A/1702/E
Decision: Grant Ext. of Duration of Perm.
Date: 21-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: P.J. Gallagher , Old Rock, Ardbrugh Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Demolition of existing single & two storey 4 bedroom detached dwelling and the
construction of a replacement two storey 5 bedroom detached dwelling with 2 no. balconies to the
north elevation at first floor level and the widening and minor relocation of the existing vehicular
access in an easterly direction (circa 1 m). Applic. Type: Extension of Duration of Permission.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0378
Decision: Grant Permission & Refuse Perm.
Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Mr & Mrs Alan and Pinel Burke, 17, Convent Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for, A) Single storey extension to rear (35.5 sq.m) with new window
to east elevation and enlarged window on west elevation of rear return, with glass block window at
ground floor level to south elevation, along with 4 No. roof lights to roof facing west. B) New 3.5m
wide vehicular access with car parking space to front, along with storage area (13.25 sq.m) under
same and new pedestrian gates to rear and front south boundary walls.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0299
Decision: Refuse Permission
Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applic. Name & Location: Siobhan Noonan & Noel Minogue, 3 Wolverton Glen, Castlepark Rd, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for proposed new roof extension over part of existing 178m2 single
storey dwelling to create limited 2 storey accommodation of 60m2 within new roof profile including
2 bedrooms (one with walk in wardrobe with roof light, dormer window and roof light, one with 2
roof lights), a shower room (with dormer window), a plant/store room, landing/stair access from
below (with 2 roof lights replacing existing) and associated minor internal alterations to the existing
ground floor giving a proposed total floor area of 238m2.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0305
Decision: Grant Permission
Date: 20-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Emer Wilson, Bradda, 1, Monte Vella, Barnhill Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for the retention of two alterations to planning permission reference
number D12B/0010. These are the addition of a window on the east facing gable wall at attic level
and the alteration of the ground floor glazing on the west elevation of the domestic extension.
Reg. Ref. : D12A/0250 Decision: Grant Permission
Date: 29-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Michelle Delaney, Front of Saval Park House, Saval Park Rd, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for a single storey, two bedroom house and associated site works with
right of way and access off previously approved entrance (Reg. Ref. D95A/0259) on 0.0313 hectares
at the front.
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Reg. Ref.: D12A/0386
Decision: Request Add. Information
Date: 27-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Ruth Lambkin and Brian Gibson, Johnville, Ardeevin Road, Dalkey,
Proposal: Permission is sought for the construction of a two storey, four bedroom dwelling and
associated works.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0317
Decision: Request Add. Info.
Date: 28-Nov-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Conor and Tara Nolan, 97, Coliemore Road, Dalkey.
Proposal Permission is sought for a single storey extension to rear of house with pitched roof and
velux roof windows also internal alterations to existing house and associated works.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0330
Decision: Grant Permission
Date: 5-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: W. & C. Earley, 21, Hyde Park, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for the construction of a two storey extension with pitched roof and
roof light, comprising a 2.4 sqm. ground floor extension and a 20 sqm. first floor extension, both to
the side of the house with associated alterations to the existing ground and first floor roofs in the
affected areas including the relocation of the existing solar panels to the side of the pitched roof over
the new extension.
Reg. Ref.: D12A/0423
Decision: Request Add. Info
Date: 14-Dec-2012
Applic. Name & Location: Mrs. Catherine Deirdre Twomey, Linden Lodge, Castlepark Rd, Dalkey
Proposal: Permission is sought on a site 0.2468ha for development which will consist of 1. New 2
storey detached dwelling of 285.7 sq.m to the rear of Linden Lodge (Reg. Ref. D12B/0188 under
construction) accessed through the existing vehicular access off Castlepark Road. 2. Re-opening of
closed up vehicular access off Castlepark Road to service existing Linden Lodge. The development
will include all associated site works including new internal boundary treatment.
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0337
Decision: Grant Permission PERMISSION
Date: 10-Dec-2012
Applicant Name & Location: Gerry & Leanne Murphy, 1, Victoria Terrace, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission is sought for a garden room with WC to be used ancillary to the existing
dwelling, in the rear garden.

APPEALS NOTIFIED by An Bord Pleanala Wks 46-1 12/11/’12 to 4/1/’13
Reg Ref : D12A/0324 Reg. Date: 24-Aug-’12 Location: Donnelly Art Gallery, Vico Rd, Dalkey
Development: Permission is sought to change the use of the Donnelly Art Gallery Building from its
approved use as a private art gallery with caretaker accommodation and residential use to use as a
private dwelling house. Council Decision: Refuse Permission. Appeal Lodged: 13-Nov-2012
Nature of Appeal: Appeal against Refusal of Permission. Type of Appeal:1st Party Appeal

APPEAL DECISIONS of An Bord Pleanala Wks. 45-52 5/11/’12 to 31/12/’13
Reg. Ref.: D11A/0578 Appeal Decision: Grant Permission Appeal Decided: 4-Dec-2012
Council’s Decision: Grant Permission Location: Loreto Abbey S. School, Loreto Ave, Dalkey.
Proposed Development: Permission is sought for development consisting of the construction of a
new stand alone, detached PE Sports Hall building with rooflight windows, part 1 and part 2 storey,
total area 1760m2 approx, with external viewing terrace of sports pitch, existing boundary wall
screening to prevent over-looking of adjacent properties, 12 new car-parking spaces, bicycle parking
area and associated landscaping works all on the land on the West side of Loreto Avenue. The sports
hall will be accessed from existing access road, Loreto Avenue. The site is adjacent to but outside the
curtilage of Loreto Abbey which is a protected structure, RPS 1445. A Natura Appropriate
Assessment Screening Report has been carried out and is attached to the application. Applicant:
Board of Management
Reg. Ref.: D12B/0191 Appeal Decision: Grant Permission Appeal Decided: 18-Dec-2012
Council’s Decision: Refuse Permission. Location: 4, Mont Alto, Sorrento Road, Dalkey.
Proposed Development: Planning permission is sought to build a first floor extension on the existing
rear ground floor walls and associated works to include 3 Velux windows and the raising in height of
existing rear chimneys. Applicant: Mr. & Mrs. J. Fagan.
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❖

DEPRESSION

❖

MANAGE THE SYMPTOMS FOR LIFE OR HEAL THE CAUSES?
Many people believe that depression is not a disease of the brain but a dis-ease within the
psyche, of the conscious and unconscious mind. In Ireland, the symptoms of depression (and
anxiety) are treated within the medical model. A GP or a Psychiatrist will diagnose, medicate
and monitor the symptoms to ensure that the patient can better cope in their daily lives. With
severe depression this can make the difference between barely living and managing to function.
What is little discussed in the Irish media is that depression can be healed. To treat the
symptoms is vital but a sole response can mean a lifetime of medication (the pharmaceutical
companies are delighted) to manage the symptoms. The other option, often in parallel with
medication, is psychotherapy/counselling to gently explore the causes behind the symptoms.
Many GPs and Psychiatrists now recommend this route to their patients alongside medication.
Depression can be
healed but not simply.
There are no quick fixes.
Its underlying causes
may root back to ungrieved losses, low selfesteem, early childhood
trauma, repressed anger,
abuse or other painful
burdens. It can
sometimes link to a
severe inner critic,
(common in
perfectionists), that
directs an unconscious
stream of pummelling
self-talk with origins in
childhood or school,
(‘you’re no good, you
were never any good,
you’re a failure, you’re
unlovable’).
The journey to heal is
the road less travelled.
The pilgrim needs
courage and patience for
this voyage of selfdiscovery but the
rewards, the laying
down of painful burdens
that no longer need to be
carried, can make it the
trip of a lifetime.
Catherine Tierney
BA MIACP
(Counsellor and Psychotherapist)
www.iacp.ie & www.iahip.org (accredited Counsellors/Psychotherapists in Ireland
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❖

NEWS FROM CASTLEPARK SCHOOL

❖

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2013
Busy Times for Form VI pupils
Our sixth class pupils enjoyed their day at the
RDS Primary Science Fair which is part of the
BT Young Scientist Exhibition in early January
where they displayed their physics project
entitled “How does the type of hockey ball affect
its rolling distance on different playing
surfaces?” They welcomed the opportunity to
meet the judges and members of the public, and
explained in detail their experiments and the Winter scene by Robin Burke Mellon from
Castle Park
conclusions drawn to all visitors to their stall.
It is a busy time of year for the oldest pupils in the School as they experience their final
months with us. In March, along with the pupils in fifth class, they will present our annual
School Musical, which this year will be “The Wizard of Oz”. This musical is one of the
highlights of our year when parents and friends are entertained to a colourful and joyful
performance by the children, the result of many weeks of rehearsal and practice.
GREEN SCHOOLS COMMITTEE
This year’s Green Schools Committee meet
enthusiastically throughout the academic
year and have recently been actively
promoting their slogan:
Rubbish, waste, sort it out
Just don’t be a litter lout!
SWIM CLUB AT CASTLE PARK
SWIM ACADEMY & SPORTS
CENTRE - CP BARRACUDAS
Based at the Swim Academy, our
Barracudas Club has been in operation
since September 2012. There are four
Toner recycling
squads taking swimmers of all abilities. We
have taken part in one gala so far, and received a gold medal, along with many swimmers
achieving impressive times.
Our aim is to provide an opportunity for those who want to swim both competitively and
non-competitively. We foster an environment of unity and teamwork. Our coaches are fully
qualified and committed individuals.
We are recruiting swimmers for all squads and in particular our lower squads - 3 and 4.
Squad 4 is our entry level squad, swimmers must be able to swim one length each of frontcrawl,
backcrawl and breaststroke. Improvement of technique is emphasised in this squad.
Squad 3 is the next level up from squad 4. These swimmers can swim continuous lengths
but technique needs further refinement for competition.
There is no requirement to commit to early morning training schedules, most sessions take
place in the early evening and depending on the individual squad’s schedule swimmers
undertake between two & a half hours per week to six hours.
Queries can be directed to - barracudadalkeysc@gmail.com or the Swim Academy Office
on 2712936.
25

Servicing Dalkey’s security requirements for 30 years
Wireless Intruder Alarm Systems and upgrades
CCTV / 24 Hour Monitoring
P.S.A. Licensed / NSAI Approved / Fully insured
91 Coliemore Road, Dalkey

Call Peter for a free quote on 086 2603511 or 2352333

17 Castle Street, Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Tel: 285 7033 Fax: 285 7823 Email: dalkeybc17@eircom.net

SPECIALISTS IN AUDIO TYPING
For All Your Business and Secretarial Needs
Typing • Binding • Laminating
Colour and Black & White Photocopying
Call Answering Service • Accommodation Address

Burst Pipes, Cylinders, Tanks, Bathrooms, Showers,
Washing Machines etc.
Installation of Solar Panels, Oil & Gas heating
www.southdublinservices.ie

26

❖

DALKEY COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP

❖

Result! – We would like to extend a very big thank you to all the local businesses who supported
the annual Christmas Cake & Toy Sale in December. Once again it was a great success and despite
the current economic climate we raised in excess of €1,700. We would like to acknowledge all the
businesses and individuals who helped in this effort and apologise in advance if we have
overlooked anyone.
Thanks to: Noel Kavanagh’s Butcher, Glasthule; Benito’s Ristorante Italian; Gill’s Optician; The
Queen’s; Pavilion Theatre Dun Laoghaire; Weafer & Cooper, Glasthule; Holistic Haven; Dandelion
Hair Salon; Sorcha Duggan Yoga Voucher; Robert’s of Dalkey; Fitzpatrick’s Castle; Zumba
Dalkey; The Club; Celeste; Hick’s Butcher; Crisp Dry Cleaners Dalkey; The Golden Apple;
Borza’s Fish & Chip Shop; The Haircutting Shop, Glasthule; Paddy Power; Lee’s Kitchen; Kerins
Pharmacy; Horse & Hound; Doyle’s Butcher; Mugs Café; Dalkey News; Handworks; Corner Note
Café; The Guinea Pig; Thai House; O’Briens Off Licence; Thyme Out; Maxwell’s Pharmacy;
Layton Hair / Jacq L; Rococo; Quinn’s Funeral Home; Head Hair Salon; Tramyard Gift Shop;
Country Bake; Finnegan’s; Seabourn Chic, Kilmacanogue; Qube Hair; Gleeson’s Pharmacy,
Glasthule; Bombay Pantry;
XtraVision;
Shankill Pharmacy; The
Grapevine; Select Stores;
Power City; Moll’s
Paraphernalia; Eurospar;
Ouzo’s; Dalkey Barbers; Brian
S Nolan; Superquinn; Randa;
Marks & Spencers; Doran’s
Pharmacy Ballybrack; Boots;
IMC Dun Laoghaire; Shaw’s
Dun Laoghaire; The Wise Owl,
Dun Laoghaire; Tierney’s &
Co, Dun Laoghaire; Cassidy’s
Wines City West; Superquinn,
Blackrock; Tesco Dun
Laoghaire, Jake Tran, Colette
McDonald; Dave O Hanlon;
Lorraine Tran and all of the
parents and staff who helped
out on the day.
We would like to wish
everybody in the community a
happy new year. We are now
accepting applications for
September 2013 please email
dalkeycpp@gmail.com for
more information.
Best wishes from all at Dalkey
Community Pre-School
Playgroup.
ALL Gratefully received with
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Your Local Painter & Decorator
4 Castle Cove, Castle Street, Dalkey

Martin ElIard
Interior and Exteriors

25 Years Experience

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Wallpapering
Painting/Oil & Water Based
Heritage Paints
No job too small

All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Colour Co-ordination & Advice
OAP’S Discounts

PAINTING WITH PRIDE
For Free Estimates and Advice – Phone: 285 7805
Mobile 087 226 2317 E-Mail martinellard17@gmail.com
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❖

SINÉAD’S WINE CORNER

by Sinéad Tyrrell

❖

Last month I finally got the chance to
visit Margaret River which is Western
Australia’s main wine region. You
would really need a whole month here
to explore everything that this
beautiful part of Australia has to offer.
It is famous first of all for its
exceptional wineries but also for its
cuisine. The area is filled with
wineries, chocolate factories, cheese
factories and many of the vineyards
have their own restaurants where you
can get that perfect wine to match
Bushtucker Tours
your meal.
We had three days to fit everything in so we opted for a wine tour. After an hour spent in
the information centre going through all the brochures we decided on the “Bushtucker
Tours”. Their motto being “come as a guest and leave as a friend”. The moment we stepped
on the bus our wine guide, who was a very funny and enthusiastic woman, introduced us to
everyone. Lots of jokes and laughter followed and before we knew it we were at our first
winery, Evans & Tate. This winery has just been awarded five stars in James Halliday’s
2010 Wine Companion. The most memorable wine for me at the tasting was their sparkling
wine “Zamphire”, bursting with green apple fruit it was a hit with many people on our tour.
Next we headed to Sandalford. This was a winery that I was hoping would be on the
itinerary. One of the oldest and most famous in Margaret River. Not only is it a winery but
it holds concerts in the grounds. Stevie Wonder and Michael Bublé performed here
recently. Their wines are exceptional but their shiraz’s were my favourite. We had lunch
alfresco with a few surprises. Kangaroo and grubs made up part of the menu. Then it was
back on the coach for our next destination. This time though we were on our way to a
cocktail tasting. “The Grove” has an endless list of liquors. Everything from lemon
cheesecake liquor to Macadamia nut liquor. The staff were really friendly and very helpful.
They also had a great sense of humour which made the experience all the more memorable.
Our next stops were the famous
Margaret River Chocolate factory
and cheese factory which sadly
burnt down a few weeks after our
visit (nothing to do with us!) We
finished up our day in The Bootleg
Brewery, “an oasis of beer in a
desert of wine”, the perfect place
to chat to our new found friends
over a pint and a great way to
finish our tour.
SINÉAD FARRELL
Perth, Western Australia
Vineyard in Margaret River
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BILLY KELLY
GAS CONNECT
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GIS + GID Certified Gas Installer

● New Boiler Installation
Gas Fires Services
Gas Boilers Serviced & Breakdowns / ● Radiator Valves /
Radiators / Pumps
Repairs
Replaced
● Gas Cookers / Hobs / Fires Installed
NO CALL OUT CHARGE IN LOCAL AREA
Tel: 085 1367 474 /01-285 1306 White’s Villas, Dalkey Email: gasconnect@gmail.com
●
●
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❖

DALKEY ISLAND FERRY SERVICE UPDATE

❖

FROM DALKEY CIVIC TRUST AND FLOR O’MAHONY
The following, for information, is an update from Mr. Flor O’Mahony who chairs the local
ad hoc group that has been liaising with the Council in relation to restoration of the Dalkey
Island ferry service and - linked with this - the proposed works on the Island and at
Coliemore Harbour. A meeting of the group to decide on a joint approach to the Part 8
Planning process is expected to take place shortly and at that stage a further update will be
circulated.
It is time for an update on our collective endeavours to ensure access for a managed,
commercial ferry service to Dalkey Island from Coliemore Harbour.
You may recall that, following the County Council’s Area Committee meeting on
September 24th, we reported that the Council’s management indicated that they intended to
initiate a public consultation on the proposed Part 8 scheme to upgrade the access slipway
on Dalkey Island. Separately, and following pressure from Councillors on Council
management to clarify their concerns regarding the safety of the piers at Coliemore
Harbour, the management agreed to commission a structural survey of the harbour. Both
initiatives are underway at present.
The Public Consultation of the Proposed Part 8 Scheme to Upgrade the Slipway
at Dalkey Island
The proposal consists of: “The upgrade to the existing Slipway at Dalkey Island to include: raising the existing
slipway to create a stepped top surface, widening of the existing channel, a new raised pier
section with transitional steps, a handrail, mooring rings and an access ladder.”
The Notice of the proposed work is available in Dalkey Library; and in the Planning
Department in County Hall, Marine Road between 10am-4pm, Monday to Friday, until
January 29th. It is also on www.dlrcoco.ie/newsevents/latestnews/title,8929,en.html
We recommend that you read this detailed proposal, if you haven’t done so. In addition to
the proposal on upgrading of the island’s slipway, it provides an insight into the wider plans
the Council has for the future conservation and management of the island’s very important
natural, historical, archaeological and wildlife heritage. A high-level committee of experts
is at present working on proposals to give effect to the island’s status as a Special
Protection Area (SPA) and a Special Area of Conservation (SCA). It is expected that the
Committee will bring forward a Conservation and Management Plan for the island in
February.
While the public consultation process refers to the up-grading of the island slipway only, it
does provide us with an opportunity to once again strongly assert the essential historical
connection between the island and mainland Dalkey, via Coliemore Harbour. We hope that
all of the 21 groups which signed our previous letter to the Council will once again be
prepared to support a response to the present consultation which, while welcoming the
upgrading of the island slipway, demands that a small, licensed, managed, commercial
ferry service be permitted between Coliemore Harbour and the island.
Responses to the Part 8 consultation must be submitted by 5pm on Tuesday, February 12th.
We look forward to discussing how best to respond at our forthcoming meeting.
The Structural Survey of Coliemore Harbour.
Following pressure from Councillors that management clarify its concerns regarding
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Let Complete Personal Training help
you reach your health & fitness goals!
Brand new private Personal Training Studio
• Don’t be a forgotten member of the gym
• Fully commercial gym standard in discreet setting
• Fully monitored nutrition and goals setting
in Dalkey
• Specialised one to one/group training in a bright
DAMIAN HALL – Tel: 086 4080 951
open space including Commercial Power Plate,
Glenhook, Ullardmor, Ardeevin Rd. Dalkey
Treadmill, Concept 2 Rower, Squat Rack and
completepersonaltraining@msn.com
Cables, Kettle Bells, Spinning Bike, Free Weights
www.completepersonaltraining.ie
• Showering/Changing Facility

THE ELECTRICIAN
SERVICE WITH INTEGRITY
SECURITY LIGHTING
ADDITIONAL SOCKETS
REPLACEMENT OF OVENS /
HOBS & EXTRACTOR FANS
KITCHEN COUNTER LIGHTING

FUSEBOARDS
WATERHEATER TIME CLOCKS
SHAVER POINTS
ATTIC LIGHTING
LED LIGHTING

INFRARED OUTDOOR HEATING
WATER FOUNTAINS
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
POWER FOR SHEDS &
ELECTRIC GATES

ROUGHAN McKENNA 086 1947 733
The Flags, Dalkey Ave., Dalkey. Email: theelectrician@eircom.net www.theelectrician.ie
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structural safety issues at Coliemore Harbour, management agreed to have a survey of the
harbour carried out. Malachy Walsh & Partners were appointed to conduct the survey in
early December and are expected to produce their report around the end of February next.
Conclusion.
We hope you will be free to attend the forthcoming meeting. Together we have made
progress towards achieving our joint objective to ensure that a well-managed, licensed,
commercial ferry service is permitted to operate between Coliemore and the island. Major
decisions will be taken by the Council in the coming months in relation to both the
conservation and management of the island’s heritage and the means of access to it. We
need to ensure that our views continue to be heard and listened to as these decisions are
made.
Flor O’Mahony, Dalkey

❖

❖

D.A.R.A. NEWS

Dara hosted their January Coffee Morning on January 7th we had a
surprise guest speaker and were delighted it was local resident Gordon
Snell. Gordon is an ex BBC Radio broadcaster and an established author
of children's books. He entertained us with a most amusing talk.
Many thanks to Gordon for starting off our year on such a light-hearted
note
Rosemary Pearson

Gordon Snell

Eamon Walshe Garage Ltd.
SALES SERVICE BODYWORK REPAIRS FOR ALL MAKES OF CARS

34 Barnhill Road, Dalkey,
Service Tel: 285 9281, Mobile: 087-244 9030, Fax: 284 9590, Sales Tel: 235 2425
Email: ewg@eircom.net

C E L E B R AT I N G 2 9 Y E A R S B U S I N E S S I N D A L K E Y
• Service • Sales • Bodywork • Valeting • Pre N.C.T.
Checkover - on all makes of cars
We have the Diagnostic and Computer Equipment in-house necessary for all
makes of cars
We also have two Workshops with five Vehicle lifts
and a facility to store up to one hundred cars on the premises
FREE BODYWORK ESTIMATES:
WE PROVIDE ALL MOTOR TRADE SERVICES
EAMON WALSHE – 48 YEARS IN THE MOTOR INDUSTRY
33

Mulvey Heating Ltd.
Central Heating Health Check Including Boiler Service.
SYSTEM HEALTH CHECK
1. Boiler service. (Oil or Gas) 2. Carbon Monoxide test.
3. Inspection of domestic water tanks. 4. Hot water cylinder inspection.
5. Heating controls evaluation. 6. Expansion tank/vessel check.
7. Attic insulation check. 8. Vent radiators. 9. Oil tank/fuel line inspection.
10. Energy saving advice and recommendations. 11. Flue gas analysis.
12. Rgii conformance certification (gas).
Normal price €175.00

55% Discount €78.75

• Full bathroom renovations • Showers • Booster pumps • Wet rooms
• Attic tanks • Hot water cylinders • New Condensing boilers Gas or Oil
• Under floor heating • Radiators • Zoned heating systems • Garden taps
• Immersions • Power flushing of systems.
For all your plumbing and heating needs.

www.mulveyheating.com

01 8601818

Fully insured

HANDYMAN SERVICES
...real value...real service...
CARPENTRY
TILING
PAINTING

PLUMBING
WINDOWS
KITCHENS

ELECTRICAL
DECKING
WARDROBES

FLOORING
GUTTERS
BATHROOMS

Call Andy on... 087 916 0582 or 01 289 7734
NO PROJECT IS TOO SMALL

w w w. A l a r m S e c u r i t y. i e
24 HOUR MONITORED SECURITY SYSTEMS

Wireless Alarms - CCTV - Key Holding
Established in 1977 & Certified to Irish Standards
Castle Street Dalkey

T. 2840000
Security
without Compromise !
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❖ FEBRUARY 2013 LOCAL HISTORY TALKS – James Scannell ❖
Tuesday February 5th at 8.30pm Chris Corlett will present his lecture ‘The 18th Century
Headstones of Co.Wicklow’ to the Kilmacanogue History Society in the Glenview Hotel,
Glen of the Downs, Delgany, Co. Wicklow - entry donation €3.
Wednesday February 6th at 6.30 p.m. Dr. Ruth Mac Manus will present her lecture
‘Decent & Artistic Homes - Housing Dublin’s Citizens in the 20th century’ to the Old
Dublin Society in the Conference Room of Dublin City Library and Archive, 138 - 144
Pearse Street, Dublin 2. All welcome - admission free.
At 8 p.m. Tom Moran will present his lecture ‘The Irish Cottage’ to the Rathmichael
Historical Society in Rathmichael School, Stonebridge Road (Dublin Road end), Shankill,
Co. Dublin - all welcome.
Thursday February 7th at 8 p.m. Gary Smith will present his lecture ‘The Development
Campus’ to the Mount Merrion Historical Society Centre, North Avenue, Mount Merrion,
Co. Dublin. All welcome in the Mount Merrion Community
Friday February 8th at 8 p.m. George Busby will present his lecture ‘The secret listeners
of Gilnahirk’ to the Military History Society of Ireland in Griffith College, South Circular
Road, Dublin
Tuesday February 12th at 8 p.m. Ms. Gráinne Shaffrey will speak on ‘Dun Laoghaire
Harbour and its Board’ to the Genealogical Society of Ireland in Dun Laoghaire College of
Further Education, Cumberland Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. Contribution €4.
Wednesday February 13th at 6.30 p.m. John Holohan will present his lecture ‘History of
HM Coastguard Service in Britain and Ireland’ to the Old Dublin Society in the
Conference Room of Dublin City Library and Archive, 138 - 144 Pearse Street, Dublin 2.
All welcome - admission
At 8 p.m. Rob Goodbody will present his lecture ‘Roads of Killiney and Ballybrack’ to the
Killiney - Ballybrack Historical Society in The Graduate Lounge, Rochestown Ave.,
Killiney, Co. Dublin. Admission €3.
Thursday February 14th at 8 p.m. Neale Webb will present a lecture on ‘Sir Ernest
Shackleton, Antarctic Explorer’ to the Kilmacud-Stillorgan History Society in The
Function Room, Glenalbyn Sports Club, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin. All welcome - admission
€3.
At.8.30 p.m. Frank Tracey will present his lecture ‘After the Ball was Over : The Last Days
of the Irish Ascendancy’ to the Enniskerry History Society in the Powerscourt Arms Hotel,
Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow. All welcome - admission €3
Wednesday February 20th at 6.30 p.m. Henry Fairbrother will present his lecture
‘Aspects of Mount Jerome Cemetery’ to the Old Dublin Society in the Conference Room of
Dublin City Library and Archive, 138 - 144 Pearse Street, Dublin 2. All welcome admission free.
At 8 p.m. Tom Conlon will present his lecture ‘Georges Street Re-photographed Photographs from the 1890 onwards Re-photographed in 2012’ to the Dun Laoghaire
Borough Historical Society in the Kingston Hotel, Adelaide Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co.
Dublin. Admission €3.50.
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Thursday February 21st at 8 p.m. a guest speaker will present a lecture on ‘Bray and its
Buses’ to the Bray Cualann Historical Society in Bray Chamber of Commerce House, 10
Prince of Wales Tce., Quinsboro Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow. All welcome - admission €4.
Wednesday February 27th between 10.30 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. the February Morning
Open Meeting of the Genealogical Society of Ireland takes place in Hardy’s Bar. Royal
Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire. Contribution €4 - includes Tea / Coffee
A BOOK TO READ
“DUN LAOGHAIRE JOURNAL NO. 22”
Published by Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society, price €6.
Variety is again the keynote of the latest Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society Journal
which includes the following articles • Woolworths in Dun Laoghaire by Anna Scudds.
• The 1913 Lockout and the Dun Laoghaire Connection by Padraig Yeates.
• Monsignor Patrick Boylan V.G. by John Weafer.
• Military Hospitals in Dun Laoghaire during WW1 & Disappearing Dun Laoghaire by
Colin Scudds.
• St. Anne’s Private Junior School 1912 - 2012 & The Eucharistic Congress 1932 by
Mary Grogan.
• Ireland’s First Petrol Driven Car by John McKee.
• Kingstown and the American Civil War by Cormac Lowth.
• Plus other articles from Noirín Scully, Marie (Boyle) Cawley, Stephanie Batt, Brendan
Henderson, S. Kenna, Michael O’Flaherty, and James Scannell.
Copies are available at
Meetings of the Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society
and from booksellers in Dun Laoghaire or by post.
Price: €7.50 ROI, or €9.50 UK/ Europe/ Rest of World
From: Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society,
7 Northumberland Park,
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

GARDA CLINICS
To be held on
in Our Lady’s Hall, Castle Street , Dalkey.
From 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
NEXT CLINIC: 14th FEBRUARY
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❖

DALKEY BUSINESS GROUP UPDATE

❖

Happy New Year to all the customers and businesses of Dalkey, may
2013 be healthy, happy and prosperous for you all. Firstly, may we say
how well Dalkey looked during the Christmas and New Year season. The
Christmas Lights of Dalkey looked fabulous and festive as always and
this would not be possible without the contributions from the local
businesses of Dalkey. Particular thanks to DBG Assistant Chair Blaithín
O’Brien for her organisation here. Did anyone participate in the wonderful spectacle of the
Festival of Light Parade? This parade was organised by Ali Morrison and Padraic Hanley
of Ouzos Dalkey and was held on Saturday December 21st 2012. It was well received and
brought a lot of love and light to Dalkey.
So we start with some lovely positive changes to business in Dalkey. DBG are delighted to
see the refurbishment of the Eurospar Dalkey finished and looking well. Thyme Out have
also moved into the old Exchange Bookshop on Castle St. bringing an added ambiance to
the main street. The Tramyard Cafe has reopened after refurbishment. Food shops Country
Bake and Select Stores both have new mini facelifts. DeVille’s Restaurant has opened and
upstairs Kathmandu Nepalese Restaurant has returned, all with great reviews. Also Dalkey
Castle and Heritage Centre reopens soon with a new refurbishment for all the lovely
tourists visiting our town. John and Sally McKenna of McKenna’s’ (Bridgestone) Guide
2013 awarded several Dalkey food businesses their ‘Best of Ireland’ accolade including
Ouzos, Thai House, Thyme Out, On the Grapevine, Idlewilde and Select Stores.
Congratulations to all.
Sadly, we say goodbye to The James Gallery and Bolero Fashion on Railway Rd. The
businesses at the Red Warehouse in Tramyard have relocated. And a special goodbye and
thank you to DBG member A1 Computers and team who recently closed after over 20
years in business. We wish them all well and the very best for the future.
Always remember to log onto our Facebook page Dalkey Business Group for all the latest
news with local business in
Dalkey. Or you can tweet us on
LIGHT FESTIVAL
Twitter
Our website:
www.IloveDalkey.com is been
updated and redesigned at the
moment and should be ready by
Spring 2013. If you would like
to be part of DBG 2013 please
come along to our next meeting
and check social media for our
next date. Thank You.
Oliver McCabe
Dalkey Business Group
Photo:
Barry Moore of Photogenic, Dalkey.
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69 ST. PATRICK’S ROAD,
DALKEY, CO. DUBLIN

01-235 1884
RING SALON FOR OFFERS
Also doing Hair & Beauty
Masterclass
Stocking

Milk Shake Hair Products
WE ARE NOW DOING
NATURAL HAIR COLOUR

D A L K E Y TA X I C O M PA N Y
YOUR LOCAL TAXI SERVICE
■

24 HOUR TAXI AND COURIER SERVICE

■

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE TAXIS

■

SEVEN SEATER TAXIS

■

CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

■

VISA/MASTER CARDS ACCEPTED

PHONE:

285 7777

ALL BOOKINGS GUARANTEED
Email: dalkeytaxis@eircom.net
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❖

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Feb DCC Monthly Meeting
Mon. 4 Feb
Ash Weds. - Soup lunch in OLH
(12:00-2:00)
Weds. 13 Feb
St. Valentine’s Day
Thurs.14 Feb.

❖

Sorting of March Newsletter in OLH
(1pm-2pm)
Thurs. 28 Feb
World Day of Prayer Service in St. Patrick’s
Church
Fri 1 Mar
March DCC Monthly Meeting
Mon. 4 Mar

EVENTS THROUGH THE MONTH
Karate sessions for all age groups @ 6.00-9.00pm Tues. & Thurs. Tel. Wayne Deegan at 086 857 2546
Dalkey Players The Carry Hall Killiney from 7.30-10.30pm Tues. & Thurs. Contact Aileen Byrne
087-9842337 or check www.dalkeyplayers.ie for details.
St. Patrick’s Dramatic Society Dalkey Northover Hall at 8pm Mon. & Thurs. Contact Deirdre
087-9566460 or check www.stpatsdramsoc.com for further information.
The Irish Vintage Radio & Sound Society meets monthly in Dalkey. If interested call 086-8391839
Cuala Set Dancing Classes: Every Sunday from 8-10pm. €6 per night. All welcome.
Pilates: on Mondays in Fitzpatrick Castle Hotel from 6.15pm. Contact Lizanne Barry 087 8572408
Zumba Fitness classes: in Cuala GAA Centre on Thursdays from 7.00pm. Contact Lukasz:
085 2163304; Email:info@zumbagalaxy.com
St. Patrick’s Church, Dalkey. Friday 15th. February - 8pm Annual Table Quiz in Northover Hall.
Sunday 17th. February - 3.30pm Mozart, Brahms and Beethoven Concert by the Trio di Parma
(Italy). Tickets €20 available at door.
Friday 1st March - 10am World Day of Prayer Service in St. Patrick’s Church.
Holy Trinity Church, Killiney Hill Road – Thursday 28th Feb at 8pm - Killiney Mens'
Society, The Carry Hall, Killiney Hill Road.
NATURE NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 2013
Tuesday 5 February: Highlights of Western Kenya, by Frank Doyle. Kingston Hotel, 8:00pm
Sunday 10 February: Coach trip to Castle Espie and another site in Strangford Lough area. Coach
will leave ferry terminal in Dún Laoghaire at 8:30am. Book at branch meetings or with
elekeane@gmail.com.
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Advertisements must be paid for in advance of publication.
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Oh! How Television (and Radio) has changed over the years . . . .
Unfortunately many customers have been complaining about issues with the
new Saorview Digital service. In particular the issue with lip-sync, when the
sound is out of sync with the picture. This problem seems to be affecting a
broad range of both screens and stand alone decoders, regardless if they are
Saorview approved or not, and the problem differs depending on which
transmitter you receive your signals from. I have spoken to manufacturers of
Saorview approved receivers, and have been told the problem lies with
Saorview, and NOT the receivers . . . . . So if this is indeed a Saorview problem
I wonder when the problem will be addressed !
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