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DALKEY CASTLE & hERITAgE CENTRE uPDATE ❖❖

DALKEY ISLAND
The archaeology and architecture of Dalkey Island shows evidence of
thousands of years of settlement.  It begins with the Mesolithic period
when the earliest settlers arrived in Ireland. It continues through the
Neolithic, Bronze and Early Christian periods right up to the use of the island by the
military in the nineteenth century. 
In the mid-twentieth century, David Liversage carried out archaeological excavations on
a portion of the island. The finds from these excavations are significant and are among the
largest amounts of imported pottery and glass, from any early medieval site in Ireland. 
Artefacts found include: Mesolithic Bann flakes, Neolithic hollow scrapers, Neolithic
leaf-shaped arrowheads, Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowheads and grinding stones
for making axes.  
During the excavations, the
skeleton of an adult male was
discovered that was dated to
around 2,300 BC. It had been
buried in a limpet-shell
midden and the head was
filled with periwinkle shells.
From this, we can surmise
that either the flesh had rotted
from the bones before it was
placed in the ground or it is
evidence of some ancient
burial ritual.
Promontory Fort: On the north-west side of Dalkey Island are the remains of a
promontory fort. It consisted of a steep-sided ditch, 2m deep and 5m wide. The material

from the ditch was used to construct a
substantial bank. This isolated and
defended the northern tip of the island.
The finds from the Liversage
excavations indicate that the promontory
fort was built as a fortification in the 7th
or 8th century.  
St Begnet’s Church: Founded around
the 10th century, the church, like the
earlier church in Dalkey town, was
dedicated to the local saint, Begnet.
There is evidence of an enclosure
surrounding the church. The church has
a number of distinctive features. Most
significantly, it possesses antae
(projections of the side walls beyond the
gables) typical of churches built between
the tenth and twelfth centuries.  
The church has a lintelled west
doorway. The bellcote above the

Promontory Fort

St. Begnets
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doorway is likely to have been added in the 13th century. The side walls are thought to have
been raised at this time also. 
Later interventions: St Begnet’s Church was partially re-modelled with the addition of a
fireplace in the east end during the early 19th century to house workmen engaged in the
construction of the Martello tower and Gun Battery.
Cross inscriptions: There are early medieval cross inscriptions on bedrock to the west of
St. Begnet’s Church.
Martello Tower: Built in 1804, the Martello tower on Dalkey Island was one of 26 towers
built on the coastline around Dublin as a line of defence against a feared French invasion.
Named after a tower at Cape Mortella in Corsica, Martello towers are incredibly strong.
Built of stone, the external walls are almost eight feet thick. Defending the coastline, this
chain of defences was never put to the test.
The Martello Tower on Dalkey Island is unique because it is the only one to have been
built without a doorway. Instead, a ladder was secured to two metal fittings on the parapet
of the roof, where a large access hatch was inserted. A ground floor entrance was eventually
built in the early 20th century. It is one of the largest of the Martello towers in Dublin.
Known as a ‘double tower’, it was armed with two 24-pounder guns.  
The gun Battery was built into the granite rock at the southern tip of the island. Combined
with the Martello tower, it was a key feature in the defence of Dublin and Killiney Bays. It
had space for three gun emplacements. A small garrison lived in quarters behind the gun

platform. The
combination of
the armed
Martello tower
and the gun
battery meant
that Dalkey
Island was the
most heavily
armed of
Dublin’s coastal
fortifications.
The military left
the island in
1886.
Wildlife: Dalkey
Island, Maidens’
Rock, Lamb

Island, the Muglins and the surrounding waters are home to a variety of wildlife. One of the
most important inhabitants is the Tern. Three species of Tern frequent the islands – the
Common, Arctic and Roseate. The birds are joined on land by a small herd of feral goats
and rabbits. 
Visits to the island in season are possible outside of current Covid restrictions with Ken
and Dave Cunningham. There is an MP3 player available in the Heritage Centre to inform
you of your visit to the island.The information was compiled by Jason Bolton, consultant
archaeologist. It will enlighten your visit to this very special, historic place on our doorstep.

Margaret Dunne , Manager ,
Dalkey Castle & Heritage CentreAll photos courtesy of Dalkey Castle

Gun Battery
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Lena Connolly was brought up in Curry, Co.
Sligo and came to work in Dublin where she met
and married Ciarán Feely. They set up their home
in Dalkey in 1963. Lena raised her three
daughters but along with her work in the home
she helped Ciarán with his catering business and
found time to work as a volunteer in the
community. Lena was a member of DCC from
the early days and was the Road Representative
for Dalkey Park and Dalkey Grove for over 40
years. She served as Treasurer at different
periods, was on the Functions Committee and
was a member of the Executive. Lena will be
most remembered for her tireless work as the
Advertising Manager for the DCC Newsletter;
this was almost a full-time job which she
willingly took on and had been doing since 1994.
This role suited her business acumen where she
dealt with many different business/trades people
and built up a personal relationship with them.
Her able handling of the advertising finances
contributed to the continued and successful
production of the newsletter. Lena was a very

committed volunteer who was always ready to help and work for the community and
brought the work of “volunteer” to a new level. 
Lena died suddenly on 17th April and we will all miss her presence at our Monthly and
Executive Meetings and at the many events run by DCC.
The Council expresses sincerest sympathy to all her family and especially to her daughters
Christine, Elaine, and Kate.

Dr. Susan McDonnell, Chairman DCC

TRIBuTE  To  LENA ❖❖

hELENA (LENA) FEELY – Tribute from Dalkey Ladies Club ❖❖

It was with great regret and sadness that we learned of the sudden death of Lena. Our
sympathy is with her family and especially her two adored granddaughters.
Lena was a long-standing member of the Dalkey Ladies Club.  Over the years she would
have been on the Committee many times and always in the position of Treasurer. With her
innate gift for figures and finance she would keep the accounts meticulously, always aware
of where every penny was spent.
Despite her serious demeanour she was very kind and she had a great sense of humour;
always quick to see the funny side of things and she had a wonderful laugh. She enjoyed
being with people and loved her evenings out with The Ladies!
Over the last few years, having had some health problems which she dealt with in her usual
no-nonsense manner - these meant that there were sometimes long absences from the Club
but she always returned and we were always delighted to welcome her back. We shall miss
her.
Déan trócaire ar a h-anam Rosaleen Callaghan – Dalkey Ladies Club

The late Lena Feely
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DARA  WRITINg  gRouP ❖❖

RoCK
Time means nothing to me. I don’t know how long I’ve been here. All manner of people
come to this shore. Some I remember. Some I don’t.  James Joyce and his cronies used to
visit and when they disappeared so did a lot of the craic. They were very theatrical.
Sometimes James would stand on me reciting passages to anyone who would listen. They
liked to sit near the shoreline and partake of an odd glass of wine. They were great talkers.
Sometimes James appeared sad but his friends were always able to bring a smile to his face
with their antics.  
The shoreline is prime position for us rocks and that’s where I was lucky enough to be. I
would get the cool clear spray from the ebb and flow of the tides. Life was good then.
Children would often stand on me while searching for crabs in the little pools that gather
along this rocky shore. I was a big part of their day out. This was no ordinary seaside – no
sand to make castles, no paddling in the sea. It was an adventure playground full of rocks,
all different shapes and sizes. They learnt how to climb, how to jump stealthily from rock to
rock. How best to navigate their way along this rocky shore. Year after year they would
come and never tire of their time spent here. I watched them grow. All manner of games
enacted - ‘king of the castle’ when a larger than normal rock had been circumnavigated by
some of the older more sure footed children. They had managed to reach the summit.
Jubilation and cries of achievement! That was their Everest!  
It was safe here and mothers could relax and chat on a big picnic blanket back from the
shore but still keep a watchful eye on them. I don’t know why but I think the sun shone
brighter then. 
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I remember the day so clearly when my life changed forever. A group of older boys came
to the rocky shore, picked me up, and dislodged me. Threw me back from the shoreline,
back to where the mothers used to spread their picnic blankets. Took me from my rightful
place where I stood majestically for such a long time. Awaiting the summer months, the
sound of laughter, the glee on children’s faces when searching the rock pools. Gone
forever. I was now destined to remain far from the action. Put out to pasture. Retired. I had
served my purpose.  Time for other rocks to take over.   
If only I could convey my desire to return to my former residence how sweet life would be,
but perhaps not. It’s not just me whose life has changed. It’s the children’s. They’re not
allowed to play and discover. Their mothers hover over them all the time. ‘Are you sure
you’re warm enough? Put on your hat in case you get cold’. Be careful on those slippery
rocks’. No longer able to explore and search pools on their own. No running back to the
picnic blanket with their buckets to count the crabs they caught. No strengthening of
muscles and stretching of limbs. No bare feet – did it matter if they got wet?  They have
become a precious commodity. Where had the laughter gone?  Where was imagination?
When a game could last all day. Where were the plasters to cover a grazed knee? A gentle
rub on the back and sent off to climb again? 
Now they sit on the picnic blanket munching their way through bars and crisps. They
seldom stand on the rocks near the shoreline. Maybe it’s just as well I’m back here now.
But I still miss the spray from the sea. 

Anyta Freeman

9
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DALKEY  TIDY  ToWNS❖ ❖

DALKEY LITTER BLIghT SPoILS ouR hERITAgE ToWN FoR ALL

In compliance with Covid-19 guidelines, our Dalkey Tidy Towns team was
forced to suspend our various activities for the duration. One of these
activities is litter control. Last year, we completed 150 such patrols. This
year, it will be a lot more. Sadly, we have been shocked to see what has

happened in the meantime. The battle against any virus or disease always begins with basic
cleanliness. Sadly, at the moment, Dalkey is definitely not clean!
Please, please, help us to return to our pre-Covid standards. Tissues, cigarette butts, cans,
bottles, take-out containers and plastic waste, should all be brought home. Castle Street is
our showcase street and has several Big Belly Bins for public use. Please use them. Can
shop keepers ensure that their immediate area is litter free? 
Many of our Dalkey Tidy Towns team members are in the vulnerable age category. All will
gladly return to our streets as soon as permitted. In the meantime, let’s make their job easier
by returning Dalkey to a litter-free area again.  PICK IT uP AND BIN IT NoW!

Des Burke-Kennedy, Dalkey Tidy Towns

LETTER  To  ThE  LETTER ❖❖

Dear Editor,
I wonder if any of your Dalkey readers have become aware of a constant electrical
‘thrumming’ emanating nightly from the vicinity of the town?  It is a persistent low-level
noise, perhaps consistent with an electrical generator running through the night. If any
fellow light sleepers find it disturbing in the wee hours, could I encourage you to contact
DLRCC on wasteenforcement@dlrcoco.ie or 01204 7954?
Kind regards, 
Catherine Tierney

Photo: DTT
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HAMMOND & ASSOCIATES 

SOLICITORS & NOTARIES PUBLIC
23 Upper Albert Road, Glenageary, Co. Dublin

SPECIAL RATES ON:

• Residential Property Sales and Purchases From €2,000 per transaction in total

• Re-Mortgaging €1,400 in total

• Wills

• Probate

• Enduring powers of attorney

PRINCIPAL: Ms. Leslie Hammond

PHONE: +353-1-2800990

FAX: +353-1-2800882

EMAIL: info@hammond.ie

Fully insured building contractor with over 20 years experience
available for the following:-

MICK GANNON BUILDING CONTrACTOrs LTD
tel: 087-6125966

email: m.gcarpentrybuilding@yahoo.com

Previously completed building works

and bathrooms available

for viewing upon request

■ One-Off hOuses

■ extensiOns

■ hOme RefuRbishments

■ sunROOms

■ bespOke bathROOms

■ ROOf RepaiRs

References also available on request
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hARoLD  BoYS’   NATIoNAL   SChooL   NEWS❖ ❖

SChooL
CLoSuRE
uPDATE

All of our wonderful
students and their
families have been so
helpful in their
ongoing support and
understanding during
these unprecedented
times. We have been
overwhelmed with the
enthusiasm, at every
class level, and with
the seamless
transition that
everyone has made to
online learning. 
Each of our five
classes has smoothly
shifted to their online
learning platforms.

The younger classes, 2nd & 3rd, have been using a
combination of Seesaw and Zoom sessions. While the
older classes; 4th, 5th & 6th, have been using a
combination of Edmodo and Zoom sessions. 
Seesaw and Edmodo are fantastic online learning
platforms that we have used to create virtual classrooms
for the boys during these unusual times. Teachers can
upload daily tasks and assignments and the boys can
then respond by uploading their work from home. 
Zoom is a great way for the classes to stay in touch and
see one another each day. The boys’ enthusiasm on the
calls has been great and we are pleased with how well
they have all adapted to this new way of learning. 
With that being said, we are all eagerly awaiting the
return to school, but in the meantime - keep up the
fantastic work at home boys!

HBS

Photos:  Harold Boys School

STEM Project – Floating Boat            

Home Learning
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NAOMI’S KITCHEN AT HOME

DELICIOUS DOORSTEP MEAL PACKS NOW AVAILABLE 

WE COOK   |   WE FREEZE   |   YOU HEAT & ENJOY

INTRODUCING SUMMER BBQ BOXES

(Deliveries by contactless payment only)

01 444 2841  |  hello@naomiskitchen.ie  |  www.naomiskitchen.ie @naomiskitchenevents
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Serving Dalkey & surrounding areas for 3 generations 
 

COVID 19 - ALL HSE AND GOVERNMENT 

GUIDELINES WILL BE ADHERED TO 
 

Ph: Mark on 086 6002485 or 2857925 

www.redmondpianotuning.com 

Redmond Piano Tuning & Repairs 
  

S         

CAll pEtEr on 086 2603511  for A frEE quotE 

WirElEss
intrudEr

AlArm systEms
and

upgrAdEs

Email: pddavitt@hotmail.com
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SPoRTS  NEWS❖ ❖

Eurohockey Indoor Championship III 2020 (W)
The European Indoor Championships was held in
Bratislava, Slovakia in January. It was the first time
in nearly 30 years that Ireland had entered a team in
the European Championships.  Sisters Orla and
Sarah Patton from Anglesey Park, who play for UCD
Ladies Hockey Club, were both selected on the final
team of 12 players to travel to Bratislava. Ireland
won all their matches except against Spain and won
the Silver Medal and
promotion for the
next European
Championship in
2022. This was an
outstanding
achievement given
that Ireland hadn’t
competed at an
international level
for indoor hockey

since the early 1990s. Coach Dave Passmore believes this
success can provide a launching pad for greater commitment
to the short-form of the game. “Working with great people is
always rewarding but working with this bunch has been an
absolute pleasure”, he said. “They’ve come so far in such a
short period of time, playing really good team indoor
hockey”.

The team was clearly
delighted with their
performances and
both Patton sisters
were deservedly
chuffed with their
European Silver
medals.   Well done
girls!

Conor Patton

European Indoor Championship –
The Patton sisters Sarah  Left and 

Orla Right 

Orla Right  and Sarah  Left

Orla Right  and Sarah  Left
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“guinea pig @ home”
We now have a Call and Collect Menu

Available Wednesday to Saturday, 5:30 – 7:30pm

Our French Chef Owner Jerome is preparing all the meals

Call 01 2859055 to order / for details

Special requirements also catered for, please ask
Contactless Payment by debit/credit card

Collection times are provided ensuring contact-free collection

follow us on our facebook page @guineapigrestaurant

for continued menu updates

Or call us and we will send you our menu by message

Thank you all for your  continued support

Stay safe everyone

Telephone Paul 087-2879812

H A N D Y M A N  s E r v I C E s
...real value...real service...

CaRpentRy        plumbing           eleCtRiCal        flOORing

tiling                   WindOWs           deCking              gutteRs

painting             kitChens           WaRdRObes       bathROOms

Call Andy on...

087 916 0582 or Email: dublinhandyman@hotmail.com

No PRoject is too small

f
u

lly
 in

s
u

re
d
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Dalkey Quarry became
part of our regular route
on our daily prescribed
exercise walk and entering
it from the west side was a
real pleasure as we were
greeted with a great
symphony of bird song. At
the entrance a Song
Thrush sang from the top
of a sycamore at the cliff
edge, his song seemed to
be amplified by the natural
amphitheatre of the
quarry. 
On the other side of the
path a Blackcap poured
out a cascade of song. A

Chiffchaff sang regularly from the bank above, where one of the park’s loveliest trees, a
Sweet Chestnut has still to come into full leaf. One morning we saw a Jay picking up a snail
a little bit further on where Wrens and Dunnocks flitted among the undergrowth. Further
along in the quarry another Song Thrush sang from the middle of the gorse, lovely to have
two of these birds holding territory so close together since Song Thrushes have been in
decline in recent years.
On the ground level of the quarry a Willow Warbler has been a regular summer visitor for
years. They do live up to their name and frequent little clusters of willow and, there are a lot
of willow trees growing around this end of the quarry. Willow trees are very beneficial to
insects as are the hawthorns whose presence is so much more noticeable when they’re
covered in soft white flowers showing some of them as sizeable trees.
A lot of comfort was obtained from birdsong in the last few
months and it was a silver lining that the peace and quiet of
the lockdown coincided with lovely weather enhancing the
song. The peak of the bird song happens around now
before they concentrate on raising and feeding chicks.
Many Blackbirds cease singing before mid- summer, so
make the most of nature’s soundtrack while it is still
around us.
In the garden at home I couldn’t figure out what had
happened to the small bumblebee, tilted on its back,
propped against the white flowers high up on a stem of a
Chilean Lily. The bee looked lifeless then I saw it was
actually being grasped in the front legs of a little yellow
spider. A gruesome sight and I’d probably have intervened
if I had seen it earlier but the poor bee was well beyond
help by now. 
I recognised its assassin as a Crab Spider, a species whose
name derives from its hunting strategy of perching totally

NATuRE  CoRNER        by Michael Ryan❖ ❖

Blackcap singing in Dalkey Quarry

Blackbird in the quarry



for almost two decades, tHyme out has been
proud to be part of Dalkey's vibrant community

We are a gourmet food shop and delicatessen, preparing all
produce daily, in our bustling kitchen in the heart of Dalkey.

Whether its sandwiches, soups or salads, cakes and desserts,
fresh take-home dinners, award-winning 3fe coffee or

catering for corporate/family events, we have all your needs covered.

looking for gifts ideas?

Check out our food boxes for new parents or anyone who needs a little tlC! 

We are open 8:00 to 19:00 monday to friday and 8:00 to 18:00 on Saturday.
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under the circumstances we now have
reduced opening Hours .

as this is subject to change we advise that you
check out our social media and website

for the latest updates

Drop into us at 33/34 Castle Street, Dalkey,
phone us on 01 285 1999 or email us at info@thymeout.ie

anD treat yourSelf toDay

Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
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motionless, holding its front legs spread wide apart,
waiting to sense an insect flying in to get pollen
then striking, grabbing and injecting venom into
the unfortunate bee or fly.
They will pick a flower, a part of whose colouring
matches their own, and position themselves on it as
the yellow tips of the stamens of the Chilean Lily’s
flowers were almost the exact colour of the spider’s
legs that were held aloft.
I had seen the same individual spider the previous
day as it perched on dandelion heads and had taken
numerous photos of it. It had moved from one
dandelion to another by darting along a strand of
silk it had spun from its abdomen, then playing out
the silk to drift in the air until it made contact with
another surface.
I marvelled at it waving its legs about to guide and
tighten the silk and could actually see the thin
strand appearing from the spider’s abdomen when I
looked back at the photos but it was a bit
disconcerting to later see it had killed the bee. 

The garden was getting like a crime scene, since not far from that killing theft was taking
place in another flower border.
I was looking at photographs I had taken of the very elegant flowers of an Aquilegia and
noticed that, when magnified on the screen, you could see the narrow base of the
downward facing flowers all had little holes torn in them. I had only recently been reading
about this and realised that what had happened here was an occurrence called ‘nectar
robbing’. 

Crab spider on dandelion

Crab spider on dandelion, sending out a strand of silk
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gArdEning
Orla Sweeney Horticulturist and Garden Designer HnD

phone orla - 087 2303208
Sandycove, Co. Dublin

● Restoration of old overgrown gardens

● Professional Pruning – Maintenance Service

● Consultancy Service on Maintenance and Design

30 yEArs in businEss

supplying thE ComplEtE gArdEn sErviCE

Brighten Your
Home for
sUMMEr

Why not Call the experts for a fresh coat of paint inside or out

PAuL CARRPAuL CARR

PPAINTINgAINTINg & D& DECoRATINgECoRATINg SSPECIALISTSPECIALISTS

call the specialists for

exterior Walls and Window frame painting, Varnishing

interior paperhanging, Ceiling, skirting and Varnishing

paint spraying

CLEAN rELIABLE sErvICE FrOM prOFEssIONALs AT rEALIsTIC prICEs

email: paulcarrdecorating@msn.com

.... for a free quotation and colour co-ordination serviceTel: 087 2569176

OvEr25 YEArs OF ExpErIENCE
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The flower’s nectar is at the narrow base of the flower and only bees and insects with long
tongues can reach into them so some shorter tongued bees just bite a little hole in the side of
the flower and suck the nectar out. Flowers produce nectar to attract insects. They then
carry the pollen on their bodies thus helping the plant to reproduce by distributing it. When
the bee takes the nectar without entering the flower there’s no apparent benefit to the flower
hence the term ‘nectar robbery’!

MiCHAeL RyAn

Note the little holes in
the top of the

Aquilegia flowers,
which have been the

victims of ‘nectar
robbery’

Long-tongued
bumblebees, like
this one, have
no problem
getting nectar
from Aquilegia.

All photos: Michael Ryan
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pLANNING AppLICATIONs – Weeks 16-19    13/4/2020 to 8/5/2020

The material in the Planning Section of the newsletter is based entirely on data taken from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s website. if you are concerned about a particular item it is
strongly recommended that you examine the relevant file in the Council’s offices.

Due to variation in the publication dates by Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, please note
that the deadline for planning observations/objections may have lapsed when it is read in the Dalkey
newsletter.

Reg. Ref.: D20A/0293 Application Rec’d Date: 17-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Rachel Keane, Station House, Sorrento Drive, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission for change of use from office to a new 2 bed residence consisting of
a new light weight first floor structure on top of existing ground floor plan with new
balcony to west side, roof lights to front and rear roof and zinc cladding to front, side walls
and roof. Ground floor converted into two bedrooms with ancillary accommodation. New
front window. Basement to be a games room with ancillary accommodation. Back wall to
be altered to provide enlarged roof light to basement. Existing front courtyard to be used as
a car port.
Reg. Ref.: D19A/0978 Application Rec’d Date: 16-Dec-2019
Applicant Name & Location: Liz Murphy & Luke Coghlan, 3 Hyde Road, Dalkey. A96
V9D0
Proposal: Permission for single storey porch to front, a two storey extension to rear
consisting of kitchen and dining room extension to ground floor with internal alterations, a
master bedroom/bathrooms extension to first floor with internal alterations. Additional
Information Rec’d (New Adds): 24-Apr-2020.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0298 Application Rec’d Date: 23-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Mr & Mrs S Flanagan, 30 Convent Road, Dalkey, A96
F8X5.
Proposal: Permission for alterations and single storey flat roof extension to the west
elevation of the existing dwelling, the replacement of the existing doors and windows, the
provision of  additional window openings to the west elevation. The removal of an existing
chimney to the east of the dwelling. The attic conversion including velux type roof
windows to south and north roof, the widening of existing access for vehicles and a new
pedestrian access to the adjacent road.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0300 Application Rec’d Date: 24-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Timo and Ruth Barry, The Flags, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
A96 DX94.
Proposal: Permission is sought for; The development will consist of: the demolition of
existing dwelling and replacement with a proposed 2-storey dwelling with attic space, to
accommodate 4 bedrooms and associated living spaces; the proposed modification of
existing vehicular entrance with the addition of a proposed pedestrian gate; a proposed new
boundary fencing and associated landscape works.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0302    Application Rec’d Date: 24-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Rory and Triona Noonan, 6, Saval Park Crescent, Dalkey.
A96Y0T8.
Proposal: Permission is sought for amendments to existing planning permission reference
no. D19A/0724: Retention of existing garage to side of house and conversion to habitable
space, alterations to the existing garage structure including increase in height, change of
external finish from pebble dash to hardwood timber cladding, new door to existing house,
new sliding door to rear and associated site works.



Reg. Ref.: D20B/0119 Application Rec’d Date: 20-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Glenn Brien, 91 Begnet’s Villas, Dalkey.
Proposal: Full permission for proposed new loft bedroom circa 12.3 m2 as well as minor
alterations to previously granted planning permission file ref D18B/0514 for extensions
and alterations as a result of necessary on site works and all associated site works.
Declare Application Invalid: 30-Apr-2020.
Reg. Ref.: D20B/0121 Application Rec’d Date: 21-Apr-2020
Applicant Name & Location: henry & Judy Dobbins, 112 hillside, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission for the following 1. Erect fully serviced first floor extension to the
side of existing dwelling with hipped roof. 2. Erect fully serviced two storey extension to
the rear of existing dwelling with flat roof. 3. Convert existing attic to living
accommodation and construct new dormer window to the rear of the roof. 4. Convert
existing attached domestic garage to living accommodation and all internal and external
modifications and associated site works.
Declare Application Invalid: 6-May-2020
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0313 Application Rec’d Date: 1-May-2020
Applicant Name & Location: New Quay Lodge, Cunningham Road, Dalkey.
Proposal: Full permission for construction of 4.95m2 single storey extension to rear of
existing 244m2 dwelling with finished floor level to match existing ground floor level
including associated site works, replacement of existing window to rear with patio door,
provision of natural granite cladding to north eastern elevation, provision of pitched slate
roof to existing flat roof over rear and side dormer windows, installation of velux roof light
to front elevation roof.
Reg. Ref.: D19A/0380 Application Rec’d Date: 6-Jun-2019
Applicant Name & Location: Semin Soher, 2 & 3 Queenstown Castle, Coliemore Road,
Dalkey. (A Protected Structure).
Proposal: Permission for: 1. Demolition of a c.1990s glass conservatory to rear.  2.
Construction of replacement conservatory to rear.  3. Replacement of external windows.  4.
Lowering of cill level to lower-level window on west elevation. Add. Info.: 7-May-2020.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0317 Application Rec’d Date: 5-May-2020.
Applicant Name & Location:  Morgan Crowe, The Gables, Sorrento Road, Dalkey, A96
HK59
Proposal: Retention permission for the retention of amendments to the first floor side
extension, front roof dormer, internal alterations and associated site works to that
previously granted ref: D18B/0351. Application Type: Permission for Retention.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0318 Application Rec’d Date: 5-May-2020
Applicant Name & Location: David Murphy and Joan Murphy, 2 Rocklands, Dalkey.
Proposal: Permission for the partial demolition of existing walls and roofs at front, rear
and sides of existing detached two storey dwelling and the subsequent construction of a
new part single storey / part two storey extension to the front; part single storey / part two
storey extension to the sides and rear, new rooflights to rear, new roof with an increased
ridge level (to match main house) over bay at front of house, new balcony with external
stairs and store to rear of house, modification of existing windows and doors on all
elevations; widening of existing vehicular entrance and all associated site works.

pLANNING DECIsIONs FOr Wks 16-19 13/4/2020 to 8/5/2020

Reg. Ref.: ABP30642120 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 5-May-2020
Applicant Name & Location: Curve Devco Ltd.
Location: Lands adjacent to the grounds of Castle Park School, Castle Park Road, Dalkey.

23
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Proposal: Strategic housing development consisting of: 101no. apartment units
comprising (11 no. Studio, 26 no . 1-bedroom & 64 no. 2-bedroom units) each with
balcony/ terrace spaces; The apartments are arranged in a crescent shaped building ranging
in height from 2 - 4 storeys over a single basement level; 80 no. car parking spaces
provided at basement level and a total of 156no. bicycle parking spaces at basement and
surface level (including a covered bike parking store catering for 14 no. spaces at surface
level); All associated site development works including: site excavation works, hard and
soft landscaping, provision of open space, all boundary treatments, lighting, children’s play
area, a single storey pavilion  building  providing  residents  amenity space (c. 140 sqm),
ESB substation (c. 21.9 sqm); bin stores and plant at basement level and ancillary site
attenuation (including green roofs and PV solar panels at roof level of the apartment
buildings); Foul sewer and storm drainage pipe connection to Castle Park Road, via Castle
Close;  Vehicular access serving the scheme is off the existing avenue also serving Castle
Park School via the existing school entrance off Castle Park Road; A new controlled
pedestrian/cycle access gate is proposed connecting to Castle Close; The use of the existing
gate to the school from Castlelands for emergency/fire tender access purposes, for
pedestrian/cycle access and for temporary construction access . The application contains a
statement setting out how the proposal will be consistent with objectives of the Dun
Laoghaire  Rathdown County Council Development Plan 2016-2022. The application
contains a statement indicating why permission should be granted for the proposed
development, having regard to a consideration specified in section 37(2)(b) of the Planning
and Development Act, 2000, as amended, notwithstanding that the proposed development
materially contravenes a relevant development plan or local area plan other than in relation
to the zoning of the land. The application may be inspected, or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, during public opening hours at the offices
of An Bord Pleanála and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. The application may
also be inspected online at the following website set up by the applicant:
www.castleparkroadshd.com. Application Type: Permission (SHD).

Appeals Notified by An Bord pleanála Wk. 16 13/4/’20 to 17/4/’20

None for Dalkey

Appeals Decisions by An Bord pleanála Wk. 16 13/4/’20 to 17/4/’20

None for Dalkey

dominic dowling solicitors
Celebrating 26 years in Dalkey!

We offer a full range of Legal Services and we always delight in welcoming

new Clients, particularly those from the Dalkey area.

37 Castle Street, Dalkey, County Dublin (Above SuperValu)

www.dalkeylaw.com
tel: 2849778                                                                         Email: info@dalkeylaw.com
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FoLKLoRE  CoRNER ❖❖

ThE FAIRIES RINg oN DALKEY hILL
There are at least five locations in Dalkey associated with the ‘good folk’, also referred to
as the Sí or the fairies. In the August 2019 newsletter, the story concerned Tubbermore
Road, where Mrs Thomas’ house has been built on a ‘raw’ or fairy hill - requiring the house
to be turned around. 
By legend the Sí are said to be descended from the Tuatha Dé Danann. Following defeat by
the Milesians, the Tuatha Dé Danann loved Ireland so much they could not bear to leave. It
was agreed that the Ireland should be divided in half. The Milesians obtained the half above
the earth and the Tuatha Dé Danann the part below. 
At special – known - places, the two worlds cross. Boundaries feature as a theme;
boundaries between one place and another, between the seasons and their midpoints,
between one day and the next. At such boundaries the two worlds connect. 
Ireland is full of fairy mounds, fairy paths and other places associated with the fairies.
Dalkey is no different.  
Dalkey Hill around the quarry side is one of the places with a number of fairy stories
recorded by the Harold Boys when they participated in the Schools Folklore Scheme
between1936 - 1938. 

Seamus Leary, 6th Class Harold Boys, 17, Corrig Rd., Dalkey learnt from Mrs. Parker, 26,
Corrig Road, Dalkey, 70 years of age that there was a fairy playground there:

A lot of old people around Dalkey say that Dalkey Hill was a fairy play ground. It is
said that at midnight when the people were in bed they said that they heard a ball
bouncing and a lot of laughing. They also said when the people looked out the window
they saw something white running along the ground. These things happened beside the
houses on the Hill near Dalkey Avenue.

The Schools’ Collection, Volume 0798, Page 25

Midnight, the point between one day and the next was when the fairies could be heard playing,
according to the story. 
That one needed to be wary and respectful of things belonging to the fairies is a common
feature. Gerald Reilly, 5th class (no address given) learnt of the taboo from his father, aged 45:

About twenty years ago there was a fairies tree on the bottom of the flags on Dalkey
Hill. There was a plot at the back of the fairies tree. One day a man was working in the
plot. It was a fine day and the sun was shining on the tree. The man cut down the tree
because it was keeping the sun off his plot. All the people on Dalkey Hill said that tree
should not be cut down because the fairies owned the tree. From my father.

The Schools’ Collection, Volume 0798, Page 65

The location is the bottom of the flags. The story is a warning - from older people to
younger.  The cutting down of this tree close to the flags is recorded by a number of
different children. 

John Keys, 3, Sorrento Rd., learnt what happened Paddy O’Hara 30 years previously on
midsummer night. He was told the story by Mrs. Doyle, Rossana Cottage, Sorrento Rd.,
Aged 78 years. He recorded it on the 24th of June 1938:
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S. HAMMOND ROOFING

Telephone:

01 2300 745   087-285 0653

Email: shroofing08@gmail.com

FULLY

INSURED

slating, tiling, Valleys, flat Roofs, lead  & Copper Work

Dalkey Carpentry services
● 1st & 2nd fix Carpentry service

● kitchens and Wardrobes fitted 

● solid and laminate flooring 

● building maintenance service

● Cabinet making

● Joinery  

● free Quotations

● fully insured and Qualified

● 20 years experience 

● local tradesman

Contact. Daniel O’Connor  
Mob . 0834562665
Email.
d.n.oconnor1979@gmail.com

www.dnoconnor1979.wixsite.com/carpenter

up to €3000 grants available for solAr pv systems.
sEAi approved for grants. get free Electricity

RECI Registered.

Rewires, time switches, Immersion, LED lighting, extra sockets, Garden Sockets,

security lighting,  fuse board upgrades. Emergency Call outs

fully insured

CArrAhEr ElECtriCAl

ring dave tel. 012851362, mobile 0872346420 or Jamie 0863853916
www.carraherelectrical.ie                 email: dave@carraherelectrical.ie
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The Fairies Ring
24-6-38 One midsummer night about thirty years ago a man called Paddy O’Hara was
coming down the flags on Dalkey Hill. He heard music coming from the next field. He
went in to the field and listened to the music. He saw a white ring in the grass with
fairies with dancing around it. When they saw him they beat him with rocks and sticks.
The next morning he was found half dead in the field. The fairy ring was gone.

The Schools’ Collection, Volume 0798, Page 148

The location is the same – the field beside or coming down the flags. The fairies were again
playing. Instead of keeping himself to himself, Paddy O’Hara went into the field and
listened to the music, and it turned out badly for him. It was midsummers night.  
Midsummer’s night was celebrated on the 23rd of June – St John’s Eve or Bonfire night-
Oíche Tine Chnámh or Tine Féil Eóin as Gaeilge. St John’s Eve is the eve before St. John
the Baptist’s birthday - he as we are told being exactly 6 months older than Jesus, a birthday
coinciding with the summer solstice. It was a time when the fairies were out as Paddy
O’Hara learnt to his detriment.
The traditions continue across Ireland, in particular in Munster and Connaught, with a
heavy infusion of pre-Christian customs and beliefs. On the 23rd of June, families and/or
the community lit a bonfire when it was getting dark. Traditionally, the fires were called
“bonefires” and clean bones, not wood, from cattle, sheep or pigs were used as fuel in some
cases. The fire had a purification element for people and their animals. Going three times
around the bonfire was said to keep disease at bay for the year. Lit bushels were taken and
cattle and people were blessed with the sign of the cross. Selected weeds, troublesome for
crops, were burnt in the fire and the crops blessed. Cinders were taken from the fire and
placed in fields to bless crops and animals. Romance and wooing played a central part,
including displays of male prowess: leaping over the bonfires to see who could jump the
highest over the flames. The winner, it was believed, would be of those present, married
first.
There will be at least one St. John’s Eve bonfire in Dalkey this year!  
If you know this story or St. John’s Eve being celebrated in Dalkey, or anything of the
student or storyteller, please feel free to drop me a line at ddodd@lawlibrary.ie.   
For those with an interest in the ‘good folk’ there is an excellent podcast from the National
Folklore Collection, hosted by Jonny Dillon and Claire Doohan - Bluirini Bealoideas
Folklore Podcast on the topic. For twitter followers see @bealoideasucd.

David Dodd 
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Car servicing,

bodywork, Valeting,
pre n.C.t. on

all makes of cars.
free local

collection and
delivery service.

ALL WOrK
GUArANTEED

ALL gARDen woRK

•  Tidy-ups  •  hedges & Lawns

• Pebble gardens

•  Light  Tree Surgery

APPLE GARDEN SERVICES
DALKEY

☎ 284 0027 / 087 699 4617

Fully insured / Registered Company

ALL WASTE REMoVED  AND 100% RECYCLED

email: applegardenservices@gmail.com



STATEMENT  REPoRT

29

❖❖

Community games new initiative “Creative Communities”

The last number of months have been extremely
challenging for our Organisation and I can assure
you that from both the Board of Directors and the
Staff, we are all focused on continuing to provide
new and innovate ways to engage Children right
across this island.
Today, the 18th May, marks the first day our
Country commences the road to recovery from this

dreadful Pandemic. It is a day of hope and new beginnings for all. From a Community
Games perspective it also signals a new chapter, one whereby we have had to react and
adapt to the circumstances we all have found ourselves in.
As you are aware, we announced that there would be no May Festival this Year due to the
restrictions in place and an announcement is imminent on the August Festival.
In the meantime, we have been responding to the societal restrictions with our
CGCHALLENGE that ran for 5 weeks over April and May. This had a fantastic response
and facilitated us to showcase the children’s unique talent across the Country.
From this, we set about developing a unique opportunity to showcase the creative side of
the Children in Ireland and we are proud to announce that as of today our “Creative
Communities” competition is officially open for entries form 12:30pm today.
We need everyone to Like, Share, Comment on all our Facebook posts – and to help us
stay to the forefront of people’s minds, I am personally asking each and every one of you to
help us get this message across, to your Areas, their Volunteers and the Parents in each
corner of this Island.
We have 8 competitions running from now until 29th May 2020 focusing on “Creative
Communities”.  All winners will be announced on May 31st on our Facebook page
Here is the link to the events   www.communitygames.ie/creative-communities
There are some fantastic prizes to be won including a special commemorative medal for
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place! As well as that one lucky entrant (chosen randomly) will WIN
a €300 Aldi voucher. 
Each participant will receive a digital certificate after the event ends.
Help us make this online event a great success, I truly appreciate your support and look
forward to the times ahead when we can all meet up again.

DAViD HoySTeD

Chief executive

Aldi Community games

An garda Síochána
gARDA CLINICS

Services have been cancelled for the present. 

gardaí can be contacted at Dun Laoghaire garda Station

TEL: 01- 6665000 oR 01-6665020
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Would you like to join our team of CAREGivers

and help make a world of difference?  
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EMAIL Us AT: jsMYTHsTUDIOs@GMAIL.COM

WE ArE A FAMILY COMpANY WITH OvEr 30 YEArs OF ExpErIENCE.
WE OFFEr sKILLED CrAFTsMANsHIp

TO THE pEOpLE OF

DALKEY AND sUrrOUNDs.

WE prOFEssIONALLY rEsTOrE ANTIqUE, pErIOD

AND CONTEMpOrArY FUrNITUrE.

WE ALsO CUsTOM BUILD CABINETs AND TABLEs.

CALL jOHN FOr A FrEE EsTIMATE WITH NO OBLIGATION
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Getting too much sun can be harmful as it exposes your skin to
ultraviolet(UV) radiation that can damage your skin and lead to skin
cancer. With good protection against UV rays, most cases of skin cancer
could be avoided. The Irish Cancer Society recommends wearing a
minimum of a SPF 30 sun cream.  This does not mean you should avoid
the sun completely. Sun exposure is the best natural source of vitamin D
and is important for general health. It is important to protect your skin in Ireland from
April-September.
The SunSmart code tells you to seek shade, cover up, wear sunglasses and sunscreen and
check the UV Index to get the best protection possible.
Spend time in the shade
Spending time in the shade is the easiest thing you can do to avoid being in the sun too
long. Good shade can give up to 75% protection from UV rays.  
Slip on some clothes
Choose clothes that cover as much skin as possible and consider the fabric as some provide
better UV protection than others. Linen, cotton and hemp let less UV rays through. Dark
clothes block more UV rays than light coloured clothes.
UPF* clothes block UV rays from passing through.
Slap on a hat and wear sunglasses
Make sure the hat gives shade to the face, neck, head and ears. Eye damage from UV rays
can start at an early age so children should be encouraged to wear appropriate (not toy
sunglasses) glasses. When choosing your sunglasses go for wrap-around ones that give UV
protection.
Check tags to make sure they give enough protection. Look out for European Standard
EN1836 and/or British Standard BS 27241987
Sunscreen
It is recommended to wear sunscreen from April to September to reduce your risk of skin
cancer.  But sunscreen alone will not give enough protection against UV rays. To get the
best possible protection from UV damage it is important to use shade, clothes and
sunglasses too. 
Use a ‘broad-spectrum’ sunscreen that protects against UVA and UVB and apply to dry
skin 20 minutes before going outside. For the average adult you will need 35mls of
sunscreen to cover the whole body. We recommend using a measure of half a teaspoon of
sunscreen to cover each arm, the face, neck and ears. Use a measure of one teaspoon for
each leg, the front and the back of the body. Reapply every two hours.
Know the uV index
When the UV Index is 3 or more you are at greater risk of skin damage that can lead to skin
cancer.  You should check the daily UV Index to remind you to be SunSmart every day
from April to September.

If you have any questions you would like answered please email us on
maxwell.dalkey@gmail.com and put “Dalkey Newsletter” in the message subject line.

SuN  PRoTECTIoN ❖❖
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Dun Laoghaire based homecare provider offering

support to older people in their homes

www.heritagehomecare.ie

homecare
HERITAGE

• Companionship • Housekeeping • Personal Care

• Dementia Care • Home from Hospital • Live-in/Overnight Care

Call us to discuss your particular needs 01 230 0020

“Excellent Homecare in South Dublin”
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Jackson
Consulting

Ltd Chartered tax advisors, aiti, Cta, dalkey avenue, dalkey.

Tax returns completed for:

pensioners

self-Employed

rental property Income

savings or
Investment Income

www.jacksonconsulting.ie
info@jacksonconsulting.ie

ph: 087 415 1206
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A delight to be on Killiney Hill again
The car park extra busy
The annual re-cycling of Christmas Trees
Claims space often in short supply
But the woody scent makes up for this
Various paths branch out and dilute the
numbers
My solitary walk allows for remembrance
How Connie and Eileen were content to sit 
The panoramic view, the sea, the sky 
Even the train on its journey to the city
Allowed them to travel
Untroubled by their reduced mobility
A solitary robin reminds me of them both
They live on in that little bird
A companion of many a gardener
As I reach the path with its benches
That overlook the sea and the Vico Road
I stop, not to sit but to read
‘When robins are here, loved ones are near’
Echoing my thoughts

Our dear dog Rhea comes to mind
Her walks limited to a gentle slope, as she
aged
Childhood memories
I roll precariously down the rough terrain
From the obelisk 
Built it is said to give employment
During famine times
Climb the square tower of steps
Determined to be King of the Castle
A vibrant magpie catches my eye
I look around for a mate
A pair, to forecast joy not sorrow 
I walk on reluctant to stop
And break the spell with idle chat
Hope that a smile and nod will suffice
Resolved that the joy I feel
Will draw me back 
To enjoy the changing seasons
So beautifully portrayed

Here on the hill

Suzanne Hayes
January 2020

ThE hILL
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28 Castle street, Dalkey

How will social distancing affect my pharmacy service?

Maxwell’s pharmacy is open for business for all your
prescription, medicine and skincare needs. 

you may notice some changes to how we operate and we would ask

for your patience and understanding as we adapt to this situation:

■ We have screens in place at till points and are regularly cleaning all

surfaces and visa machines to protect staff and customers.

■ We would ask that there would be only 2 customers in the shop at a

time and the floor is marked to advise where to stand.

■ skincare areas are taped off but staff can get any products needed.

■ Where possible we ask that customers phone ahead to order

prescriptions, especially if it has been emailed from the gp, as if

ordering in person we will ask you not to wait in the shop but to call

back when it is ready. We can take payment over the phone in a

secure manner to minimise wait times.

We would like to thank all of our wonderful staff for their hard work

during this stressful time and a special thank you from us all to Rosa

hick and liz murray for so generously giving up their time and

facilitating a delivery service.

please phone us at 01 2859833 to find out more details

OpEN

9-7 Monday to Friday;

9-6 saturdays and 11 – 2 sundays
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hoLLYWooD

STAR IN

LoCKDoWN
The Hollywood star
Matt Damon has
been living in
Dalkey for the past
two months and
certainly seems to
be enjoying his time
in Ireland, despite
the restrictions,
describing it as a
“like a
fairytale. We’ve got
this set-up in this
incredible place. It’s
absolutely
gorgeous. Even in

the 2km lockdown, we’ve got trees, and woods and ocean. I can’t think of any place you’d
rather be in a 2km radius of.”  He flew into the country to shoot Ridley Scott’s latest
movie, The Last Duel, but filming was shut down not long after he arrived.
Matt Damon continues to be a good neighbour and lift community spirits by sending a
special message to the graduating class of Loreto Abbey Secondary School in Dalkey. The
Oscar-winning movie star recorded a clip of himself congratulating the Sixth Year girls on
what should have been their final day in school on 15th May 2020.
Although Matt will be going home shortly we hope that he will return to Dalkey again!
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o’ShEA MANNINg & Co.
ACCouNTANTS & REgISTERED AuDIToRS
Tel: 285 1699  E-mail: info@osheamanning.ie

•           Financial Planning for the Present & Future
•           Organisation Development & Training
•           Control - Costs, Cashflow, Budgets
•           Management Information Systems
•           Sourcing of Finance for Development
•           Accounting & Taxation Service
•           Registered Financial Intermediaries

 

Dance Studio, Loreto Sports Hall

> Body Alignment

> Relaxation

> Breathing Techniques

Mondays at 7pm

yoga
Skillful Living

Loreto Dalkey
yoga class
Adult

  

        

BOOKING REQUIRED

To book text Aoife - 086 836 3987 or email: aoife@skillfulliving.ie

www.skillfullivingyoga.ie

● Boiler repairs & Installations

● All Aspects of plumbing Covered

● Fully Insured

Call eoin on 085 139 8300 www.dalkeyplumber.ie
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Dalkey Parish Is Moving online
our doors may be closed but exciting things are happening in
Dalkey
In light of COVID-19 directions from the government and the
Archdiocese, we took the very difficult decision to close the doors
of our Church in April. That decision was not taken lightly but
was taken in the health interests of our priests, who are both over
70 and cocooning, and to protect our staff, volunteers and
parishioners. As it is not possible to guarantee that every surface
will be disinfected throughout the day to prevent infection, we

have not been able to allow people to enter the church for prayer and reflection. 
However, that does not mean that everything has stopped. Our Parish Pastoral Council and
the Parish Renewal Team have been meeting online as have some of our ministry groups.
Great work is underway so that we can start to serve you, our faith community, again soon. 
A few initiatives are underway and we invite you all to get involved
Is there more to life than this? 
Alpha is an opportunity to explore the big questions of life and the Christian faith in a
welcoming environment. While we can no longer meet together physically to share food
and discussion around the Alpha programme, we would be delighted to have you join us for
Alpha Online. A new program is starting soon so let’s get together online to connect with
each other and explore life and faith. 
Please register at: alphadalkey@gmail.com or call: Jayne 086 389 5904
Join Worship online
In the coming weeks, we will be publishing a timetable so that you can join us for praise
and worship with prayer, music, daily readings and rosary through the church webcam.
Information will be posted on the church doors, at Our Lady’s Hall and on our website
www.dalkeyparish.ie
If you would like to receive information by email, please send your contact information to
the Parish Office at office@dalkeyparish.ie.
Moyross
Dalkey Parish has been a proud supporter in the past of the work being carried out in
Moyross to turn the tide for a community that was ravaged by poverty, violence and drugs.
Great progress was made in recent years by leaders in that community to provide a safe
place and a meaningful future for local children. However, as COVID-19 shuts down
employment opportunities for those who have turned their lives around and confines local
families to overcrowded and often unsafe homes, financial support is needed now more
than ever.
Our usual church gate collection cannot go ahead this year but an online funding campaign
is underway. More information will be available shortly on our website.
A conversation about our future
Before the shutdown, a conversation was started about our vision for the future of our
parish. We would like to get that started again and we invite you to join us by Zoom to meet
and discuss the Dalkey Parish you would love to see. We will be setting up group meetings
at various times so that there will be something to suit everyone.
If you would like to get involved in the conversation, please send your contact information
to ruthlambkin@gmail.com or office@dalkeyparish.ie

ChuRCh  oF  ThE  ASSuMPTIoN ❖❖
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I was alone, thinking – but who isn’t in
these unusual times – “CHAIR”
Yes, CHAIR. Did you ever give any
thought to – “Where would we be without
a chair?”
Of all living animals, we humans are the
only ones who use a chair. It is a “must”
Birds, Fish, Creepy crawlies – have no
need of one. Some 4-legged animals may
sleep standing or prone as most bi-peds do
but we humans, during waking hours must
sit down at some point of the day.
True primitive man sat in caves, on
boulders, on logs, up trees – however
early man developed an item more basic
and important than the wheel – the chair.
The wheel is often cited as man’s foremost
prime invention - I take issue with that
assertion for me it must be the chair .
It became a prized item, for as man
developed so did the chair. It’s
development from the plain crude
versions of early man to the sophisticated
versions of Chippendale and his ilk.
Precious woods and skills made the 4-
legged friend – not the horse – an item of
value and prestige.
Imaginations went wild in their design and
development, from who Kings 
demanded Thrones to the executioner with
his lethal electric version.
Yet throughout all this random thinking, it
is the plain, tubular office chair which
commands my attention.
I spoke to it.  Positioned outside my door,
in an empty, echo-y corridor, it stood
alone.
“Chair “I said “How are you? You look
lonely”
It replied – “Well as a matter of fact I am
happier than I’ve ever been since i was
made.”
It went on – “You can see I was one of a
thousand mass produced in a noisy, smelly
Factory.

ChAIRS❖ ❖

I was made out of necessity, not love. They
shaped me, blackened me and then padded
me, in this horrible maroon colour, so that I
am the ugliest, most unattractive chair ever
made.
I was supposed to go to a school – that would
have been interesting and I would have
learned a lot,
but no I was given by some charity to a
Parochial Hall to be bored to death.
“There I vegetated for years, the boredom
only occasionally broken
By an odd Concert or Nativity Play.
However after last Christmas I was transferred
to my
Current location.
Much better, as I was put in a dining room for
daily use.
“Mind you” – it said – “it isn’t always easy
there.
Whilst it is interesting to listen to the various
conversations, of the Occupants,  some of
them are quite boring and some are heavy
weights and put quite a strain on my curves. 
Then I got a lucky break – a Lady grabbed me,
took me out of the Dining Room and placed
me where I now am, - outside your door”
“Why would you say that was lucky” I asked
“Well” it replied “for the first time in my life I
feel I am doing something useful”
“True” I echoed – where would I be without
you - from The Daily Mail at 8.30 am. to the
post, Notices and then Lunch, I rely on you
daily. 
Other various help outs throughout the day
help keep me alive, and alert.
I am so grateful to you and those who own
you.”
“Thank you” said my chair, adding “that when
my predecessors first invented us, little did
they think that in addition to being a living aid,
we would also be a vital lifeline to so many”   -
“Indeed “ I said, and closed the door. 

Written in an hour on April 2nd 2020 to escape Virus boredom.  

Brendan Flood
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NEWS FRoM hoLY TRINITY ❖❖

Rector:  Rev. Canon Gary Hastings, Tel: 2852695
E-mail – rector.htkilliney@dublin.anglican.org
Day Off — mostly Mondays
Website – www.htkilliney.dublin.anglican.org 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/holytrinitykilliney
The Carry Centre – www.carrycentre.ie Bookings: 
Sandra Moore, Tel: 087 6291568
carrycentre@dublin.anglican.org

Hon. Secretary of
the Select Vestry:
Clive Christie, Tel:
2823356
Review Notes:  Meriel
Nuzum, merielnuzum@gmail.com
‘Review Distributor’:
Marianne Irvine, Tel: 2858136

FRoM ThE RECToR 

Real normality seems to be becoming more distant, even as we begin to relax the lockdown
in the next while. A bumpy ride ahead of us! The Parish still exists, though, and a Service of
the Word and sermon is being put up on the parish website for each Sunday, and also on the
Facebook page, in case you weren’t aware of it.
[https://holytrinitykilliney.wordpress.com/worship/]. Also on the Facebook page is a
photograph of the local area and a prayer each day, kindly put up by Nigel. Services are
also available from Christchurch Cathedral and from St. Patrick’s each Sunday online.
There is a chance that we might be opening again for worship by the end of July. What
exactly that means, and how we’ll work it remains to be seen, but we will take the best
advice possible. It will mean reduced numbers in the building, so we’re researching
installing a webcam so that people could follow the service online.
I hope everyone is doing as well as can be expected in our present circumstances. Please be
very careful in the next few
weeks as things begin to
loosen up and we all begin to
move around more. You are all
constantly in my prayers, and
if there is anything I can help
with, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Our sympathy and prayers are
with the family of Norman
Long, whose funeral was on
22nd April, and also with the
family of Brian Gale whose
funeral was on Monday
11th May.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-
anamnacha dilse.
opportunities for online

Worship

Each Sunday the service sheet and sermon for Service of the Word are posted to the Holy
Trinity Killiney website (holytrinitykilliney.wordpress.com/worship/) and Facebook page. 
A Church of Ireland ebulletin is being issued weekly to help highlight broadcast and online

Face masks for the local nursing homes made by Gillian
and Maurethe



our Lady’s Manor

The Eucharist will be celebrated in Our Lady’s Manor on the 9th and the
23rd of the month. An updated leaflet entitled ‘Pastoral Care Information

for Residents & Their Families’ is now available from the Parish office or
from reception in the Manor. The leaflet gives details of service times,

some prayers for personal use
and contact details for the
chaplain. 

YouTube Channel 

To keep us connected over the next number of
weeks, when we may not be able to get to
church, a YouTube channel has been set up for
St. Patrick’s Church. You simply go to
YouTube and search for St. Patrick’s Church
Dalkey, then click SUBSCRIBE and you will
get notified of all new content when it arrives.

The idea is to try and keep us together as a church no matter where we are. As more content
is created, you will find some services and reflections, which you will be able to enjoy in
the comfort of your own home. Content has been added since the first week in April.
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worship services and reflections and other ways in which the church is seeking to respond
to the Covid-19 outbreak. To subscribe to this ebulletin search Church of Ireland ebulletin
and follow the link.
Parish organisation events are of course cancelled due to Covid19 for the foreseeable

future.

Church gardens

Our Parish website (holytrinitykilliney.wordpress.com/news-events/) has two videos made
during April and featuring the beauty and serenity of our Church grounds. Much time has
been devoted to the maintenance and improvement of the garden areas and we would
encourage people to use these videos as a way to ‘virtually’ spend time and enjoy them. 
Sheep Thrills

We are now holding our meetings every Thursday at 10am by Zoom and it is proving to be
great with most of our members zooming in giving everyone the opportunity to share their
knitted products. Gillian and Maurethe have continued to be very busy sewing many more
face masks for the local nursing homes. Whilst Covid-19 lasts we will, for the moment,
continue on Zoom. Please contact Joan 087 2460078.

ST.  PATRICK’S ChuRCh  uPDATE ❖❖
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LoCAL hISToRY SoCIETY LECTuRES  JuNE 2020 ❖❖

Due to the restrictions announced by the Government on Thursday March 12th to prevent
the spread of Covid-19 by restricting public meetings and gatherings, the introduction of
social distancing, and the closing of libraries, schools, colleges, museums and galleries, all
lectures and meetings of local history societies  have been  cancelled and will not resume
until permitted to do so. 

WhIT WEEKEND 1889
On Monday June 8th 1889 outrage was expressed over the action of some ‘well to do’
individuals who pulled down one of the stones supporting the chains in Bullock Harbour
under cover of night but were spotted by some of the fisherman  doing this.   

PuBLICATIoNS
‘1920 - 2020 Centenary Souvenir Editor of Ireland’s Own magazine - A Bloody Conflict’ -

Part 5 of the ‘Birth of a Nation’ Series,
Editors Seán Nolan and Shea Tomkins, published by Ireland’s Own.

Now out on newsstands is the latest issue of this special annual ‘Birth of a Nation’ series of
publications covering events in Ireland between 1916 and 1922 with this issue looking at
Ireland in 1920 as the War of Independence increased in intensity.
Articles featured include ‘1920: A Year of Cruel Conflict - Some of the people and events
that helped shape the country in 1920’ and ‘The Died in 1920 - Celebrities who lost their
lives in 1920’ by Gerry Breen; ‘They Were Born in 1920’ - Notable Irish names born in
1920’ by Colm Power; ‘Establishing the IRA as an effective fighting force in 1920’ and
‘British Army’s Battle plan’ by Dominic Price; ‘Everyday Life 100 Years Ago (1920)’,
‘Guerrilla Warfare - The Last Days of the RIC’, and ‘Hamar Greenwood’ by Seán Beattie;
‘Ireland in 1920 - An Overview: A tumultuous year of disruption and conflict’, The
Government of Ireland Act’, ‘Violence erupts in Ulster’, ‘Blood Sunday - A Day of Terror
and Death in Dublin’, ‘Kevin Barry - From medical student to Republican hero’ and
‘Observations on the Social and Economic of the Country - An analysis of the Report of the
Registrar General for 1920’ by Eamonn Duggan, ‘British Struggle to get Messages Across’,
‘The Banking Crisis of 1920’,  ‘Assassinating  Alan Bell’, ‘Films Showing  in the Cinemas
of Cork in 1920’ and ‘Pubs were dangerous places to be in 1920.....’ by Éamon Ó
Buadhacháin; ‘The murder of Tomás MacCurtain’ by T. Ryle Dwyer; ‘The Making of Hand
Grenades’ by Jim Fitzgerald; ‘Demons - The Black and Tans in Memory’ by Tomás Mac
Conmara; ‘The First R.I.C. Barracks Capture in Leinster - Hugginstown, March 1920’,
‘The Michael Collins Papers’, ‘The Capture of Ernie O’Malley’ and  Margaret Ryan - the
pregnant Kilkenny woman shot during a funeral procession’  by Eoin Swithin Walsh; ‘Law
and Order: Terrible things were done by both sides..... ’, by Paul Craven; ‘Guerrilla Warfare
- The Last Days of the RIC’ ‘The Bond Drive - De Valera’s crowd funding projects in
America’  and ‘The War of Independence in the North West’ by Seán  Beattie; ‘Literature in
1920’ and ‘Gaelic Football 100 Years Ago’ by Brian McCabe; ‘The Killing of Constable
King’ by Michael Dwyer; ‘Songs of Defiance’ by Pauline Murphy; ‘General Frank
Crozier’, ‘James Daly and the Munity of the Connaught Rangers’ and ‘Seán Treacy - Hero
of Knocklong’ by Seán Ua Cearnaigh; ‘We make Butter not Profits - The Munster Soviets
of 1920’ by John Dowling; ‘Terence MacSwiney - Death on Hunger Strike’ by Tom
O’Neill; Two articles which have no author’s name are ‘Ambush at Kilmichael - An iconic
Republican victory’ and ‘The Burning of Cork City’.
Copies of this excellent 96-page  publication  are only €4.25 - details of how to obtain
copies of the first four parts of the ‘Birth of a Nation’ series  are on page 27 or can be
ordered via  the  Ireland’s  Own  website - www.irelandsown.ie;  email -
iosubs@irelandsown.ie or call 05391-401040.   

James Scannell



BLooMINg  DALKEY  gARDENS!
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F o R T h C o M I N g  E V E N T S❖ ❖

BIRDWATCh IRELAND uPDATE RE CoVID-19 AND BRANCh EVENTS
BirdWatch Ireland is monitoring the situation on an ongoing basis, paying particular
attention to updates and briefings from the Irish Government, the HSE and the WHO and
information will be given in due course regarding to branch events scheduled to take place
in later months. 
You may get the chance to enjoy some individual birding even if it is from the comfort of
the kitchen window. Perhaps those of you who are unexpectedly “confined to barracks”
might be able to use the opportunity to submit your Garden Bird Survey data online.

Check out www.birdwatchireland.ie

All activities suspended until further notice due to Covid-19. The situation will continue
to be closely monitored and following the advice from the National Public Health
Emergency Team, the HSE, and WHO hopefully normal activities will resume when it
is appropriate to do so.

Unless otherwise stated, all material in this issue is copyright of Dalkey Community Council CLG

Editorial Team: Gerard Coakley (Editor), Ann Perry (Assistant Editor),
Danny Merity (Distribution), Dr. Susan McDonnell

Web: www.dalkeycommunitycouncil.com Email: perryann37@gmail.com

EDIToRIAL PoLICY — The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/or amend articles submitted to
the Newsletter. The views and comments published within the Newsletter are not necessarily the views
shared or condoned by Dalkey Community Council Limited.  

CoLouR:   Quarter Page: €74,     Half Page: €105    Outside Back (half page): €142
BLACK & WhITE:   Quarter Page: €55.   Half Page: €80

                                    Small Adverts. €0.60 per word. (14 words max.)
                                                         Unless otherwise agreed with the Advertising Manager all 
                                                         Advertisements must be paid for in advance of publication.

DALKEY CoMMuNITY CouNCIL NEWSLETTER ADVERTISINg RATES

Copy and Advertising Deadlines for next two issues:

JuLY 2020: 5th June 2020;  AuguST 2020: 10th July, 2020.   
ALL ARTICLES STRICTLY To: The Asst. Editor, c/o Post Box, our Lady’s hall, Castle St. Dalkey

preferably by e-mail to perryann37@gmail.com. Images should be in JPEG or TIFF format.

Please note these rates are
INCLuSIVE oF VAT AT 23%

Dalkey Community Council accepts no responsibility for the content of advertisements published in the Dalkey Newsletter. Services

and products on offer in individual advertisements are the sole responsibility of the advertiser and have nothing to do with the

Community Council’s activities. important. All advertisements must be fully paid for in advance and received before the issue deadline.
YOuR CONTINuED SuPPORT IS VERY MuCH APPRECIATED

A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay.
A swarm of bees in June is worth a silver spoon.

A swarm of bees in July is not worth a fly.

Guímid Lá Shona, shuaireach do gach Athair in Deilginis!
We wish a happy enjoyable Father’s Day to all

the Dads in Dalkey on 21st June

June
In honour of the Goddess Juno, patroness of women, marriage and the home.

Flower:  RoSe



oh! How Television (and Radio) has changed over the years . . . . 

As a result of the cancellation of countless sports fixtures, SKY has confirmed
that it will not be charging Commercial customers (Bars, Clubs etc…) while
they are closed. Given that the revenue from Sports is Sky’s “bread and
butter” they will be very keen to see a return to sports as soon as possible.
Some estimates suggest that sky will lose as much as €1.2 billion in
revenue… I wonder will there be an increase to residential customers when
sports return to the screens! (I sincerely hope not.)

Finally I would like to extend my condolences to the family of Lena Feely,
who was always extremely helpful and supportive to me and many others.

Ian Macdonald
Maxtec Systems

Phone: 2850848 /Fax: 2851111 / Mobile: 087 2579222 / email sat@maxtec.ie
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