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Flann O’Brien – dalkey and its environs feature prominently in the work of Flann
O’Brien, particularly in both The Dalkey Archive and The Third Policeman. Flann was one
of many pen names used by writer, satirist and columnist Brian O’Nolan.
Nom de plumes: It appears that he delighted in hiding his real persona under a series of
pen names. He used the name Flann O’Brien for his novels and Myles na gCopaleen for his
journalism. Stephen Blakesley, a writer of detective thrillers, is thought to be O’Nolan also,
though this is by no means certain. Brother Barnabus was his alias in the UCD magazine
cothrom na Féinne, both as contributor and editor. He appears to have regarded himself
as Brian Ó Nualláin.
Brian was born in Strabane, county Tyrone on 5th October 1911. The family moved
around a lot due to the father’s job in Customs and Excise. In 1927, his family moved to
Avoca Terrace in Blackrock where he lived for more than 20 years. He attended Blackrock
College and in 1929 went to UCD where he distinguished himself.
he joined the civil Service in 1935 and held the office of Government Private Secretary
to the Minister for Local Government. Upon the death of his father, in 1937, he had to
concentrate on his writing in earnest to help support the family. In 1948 he married Evelyn
McDonnell and they settled in Mount Merrion Avenue and later in Stillorgan.
While living at avoca Terrace, Brian O’Nolan wrote At Swim Two Birds, The Third
Policeman and the original version of An Béal Bocht (The Poor Mouth) which was a biting
satire on the Irish language movement. In 1940, he began his series of articles in the Irish
Times under the banner of The Cruiskeen Lawn. It is in this work that the character of The
Brother memorably features.
Eamon Morrissey, highly regarded actor and Dalkey resident, was a great exponent of the
wit contained in several performances of The Brother.
at Swim Two Birds was published in 1939 under the pen name of Flann O’Brien, to
preserve his anonymity in the Civil Service. It had been given a high recommendation to
the publishers by Graham Greene. It was also praised by James Joyce and Samuel Beckett
who gave it to Joyce. Joyce described him as ‘A real writer with a true Irish spirit’.
although it was critically acclaimed, a warehouse fire from bombings destroyed most of
the first print run, resulting in only 256 copies selling in the first six months.
The dalkey archive was published in 1964. In it, he describes our heritage town:
Dalkey is a little town maybe twelve miles south of Dublin, on the shore. It is an unlikely
town, huddled, quiet, pretending to be asleep. Its streets are narrow, not quite self-evident
as streets, and with meetings which seem accidental. Small shops look closed but are
open…
Vico Road: In common with many of our writers, he had a great grá for the Vico Road: see
it burst upon you as if a curtain had been miraculously whisked away. Yes, the Vico Road.
The dalkey archive is the tale of theologian and mad scientist De Selby who has out of
world experiences in Deco’s Cave off the Vico Road. He aims to destroy the world by
removing all the oxygen from the atmosphere with his DMP! De Selby outlines his
scientific theories to Shaughnessy and Hackett at the Colza Hotel. There is a hilarious
underwater scene where the three converse with St Augustine. Later in the novel, he has
Jimmy Joyce wanting to join the Jesuits and sewing ‘semmits’(undergarments) for them.
know your Flann from your cruiskeen Lawn: We ran a series of events to mark the
centenary of his birth in 2011. It was a sell-out success here at Dalkey Castle.
Brian O’Nolan was obviously a Joyce fan himself. On 16th June 1954, the 50th
anniversary of 1904 when Leopold Bloom wandered the streets of Dublin in James Joyce’s
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Tommy Tiernan and actor Michael Heavey as Sgt. Fottrell at DBF 2011 at Dalkey Castle

Ulysses, he and a group of friends who included the poet Patrick Kavanagh, John Ryan,
Anthony Cronin, AJ Leventhal and Tom Joyce, Joyce’s cousin, met at the house of Michael
Scott in Sandycove. They intended to visit all the places in the novel on the one day, but in
reverse order. They had hired two old-fashioned horse drawn cabs such as those used to go
to Paddy Dignam’s funeral in Ulysses.
Bloomsday: Thus, unintentionally, they started a tradition which has now become
common-place among Joyceans of celebrating Bloomsday on June 16th. We join in these
celebrations of fictional events every 15th and 16th June here in Dalkey Castle.
Both The dalkey archive and at Swim…propound Sergeant Fottrell’s theory of
‘mollycules’ and the dangers of riding bicycles over the rocky roads of the parish. He
professed to this leading to people becoming half people, half bicycle. The Sergeant, who
always wheeled his bicycle, would be delighted with all the new cycle lanes though he
would probably continue to wheel his bicycle!
playwright, hugh Leonard adapted The Dalkey Archive for stage. The play was very
successful as ‘When the Saints Go Cycling In’. Flann attended the opening night but was
very ill.
Brian O’Nualláin died quite suddenly on April 1st 1966 from cancer of the pharynx. He is
buried in Deansgrange Cemetery.
Margaret Dunne – Manager Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre
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You’ve always been
there for others.
Now we’re here
for you.
Over the years the people of Dalkey have helped us help many others.
We can’t thank you enough for all you’ve done. But, if you ﬁnd yourself
struggling now, to pay bills, to put food on the table, we can oﬀer the
help you’ll need. You don’t have to go through it alone. Call us today.
We can assure you it’s completely conﬁdential. We’re here for you.

You can text our local line 089-4351020
or call SVP House on 01-8550022
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of the records of migrants, scarce or rare
birds were submitted by lighthouse keepers,
many of whom had made an agreement with
the famous Irish naturalist R M Barrington to
send him the wings, legs or bodies of species
that had either died after being blinded and
confused and colliding with the lights
or in many instances had been
actually shot by the keepers
after seeking shelter on the
rocky outcrops. Indeed
a depressingly large
number of rare birds
recorded in the book
had been shot by
various gentlemen
or their gamekeepers
but considering
photography was in
its infancy as were
optical aids nearly all
the pioneering work on
bird species research and
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQZDVGRQHRQGHDG
specimens.
In his observations about blackcaps the
author writes: ‘A most singular fact about
the Blackcap in Ireland is the frequency of
its winter occurrences. These have not been
FRQÀQHGWRDQ\SDUWRI,UHODQGEXWKDYHEHHQ
reported from all quarters of the country. Of
thirty-six instances under my notice which
have occurred since 1830, eight were in
October, four in November, ten in December,
ÀYHHDFKLQ-DQXDU\DQG)HEUXDU\DQGIRXU
in March, the last having evidently remained
through the winter. On one occasion six
or seven were seen together in December
(Thompson). The mildness of the Irish
climate may be connected with these cases.’
So, it would seem that some blackcaps were
already overwintering in Ireland over 150
years ago. There certainly wouldn’t have
been as many people who would have had the
interest or knowledge to identify or record
them so it’s likely the ones recorded were
only a tiny percentage of overwintering birds
so maybe this trend had actually began much
earlier than previously supposed.

If you feed the birds in your garden over
winter it is likely you’ll have had Blackcaps
visiting. Often very aggressive defenders of
the food available seeming to spend more
time chasing other birds away than actually
feeding. They’re particularly partial to apples,
as I write I can see a male feeding on
one I positioned a few feet away
from the window (right).
Blackcaps, members
of the warbler family
are often cited as a
prime example of
species in which
individuals have
evolved and increased
their population
by adapting their
behaviour. By not
migrating to Southern
Europe or North Africa
in autumn, opting instead
to overwinter in Ireland and
the UK, where milder winters and
bird food provided in gardens means they
can survive and cut out all the risks involved
in a long migration. It also gives individual
birds the advantage of getting back to
their breeding territories earlier and indeed
they have been spectacularly successful in
reversing the trend of many species and have
dramatically increased their numbers.
I assumed this overwintering behaviour had
happened over recent decades, possibly tied
in with rising global temperatures though
I was surprised to see that the presence of
overwintering blackcaps was noted in the UK
as far back as the 1960s.
Then, very recently I came upon a fascinating
document hosted on the Waterford
County Council website, a PDF of a book
documenting records of native and rare birds
in Ireland compiled in the nineteenth century.
It didn’t say who the author was but he was
evidently a resident of Waterford as he refers
to seeing birds in his garden in Cappagh.
The book is a wonderfully comprehensive
piece of work, fastidiously recording all the
records and referencing their sources. Many
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HAMMOND & ASSOCIATES
SOLICITORS & NOTARIES PUBLIC
23 Upper Albert Road, Glenageary, Co. Dublin

SPECIAL RATES ON:
• Residential Property Sales and Purchases From €2,000 per transaction in total
• Re-Mortgaging €1,400 in total
• Wills
• Probate
PHONE: +353-1-2800990
• Enduring powers of attorney
FAX: +353-1-2800882
PRINCIPAL: Ms. Leslie Hammond
EMAIL: info@hammond.ie

28 Castle Street, Dalkey

For the month of March

3 for 2 on all Vitamins
*Free product applies to cheaper item (Mix and Match)
Please phone us at 01 2859833 to find out more details
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday and 11 – 2 Sundays
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An early walk, before
sunrise on the darkest
days, would often
coincide with the
local pair of ravens
Á\LQJRXWIURP
their roost, cronking
their presence to the
world as they set off
so as we walked up
towards the obelisk
and heard the familiar
call overhead we
expected to see the
SDLUÁ\LQJRYHU
But it was a group
of 11 ravens. The
collective name for a
One of Dalkey’s ravens, right, on Killiney Hill shows its impressive size
group of ravens is a
compared to the magpies and hooded crow (left). Other members of the crow
‘unkindness of ravens’
family fear and dislike ravens who would readily take their eggs and chicks.
but these birds were
exuberant, full of fun,
relationship with the individual birds and his
FKDVLQJHDFKRWKHUDQGÁ\LQJPXFKIDVWHUWKDQWKHLU
growing reverence for them.
XVXDOVORZSRZHUIXOÁLJKW
But possibly the most interesting thing about
An individual raven made the headlines in the UK
the legend of the ravens at the Tower is that it’s
earlier in the year though sadly it was because it
almost certainly untrue, a complete fabrication not
was missing, presumed dead. It was Merlina, one
stretching back for nearly 500 years but created in
of the ravens from the Tower of London whose
the late 19th century. Skaife, the Ravenmaster, who
resident ravens are well known for the legend that
you might imagine would have readily endorsed
says if they desert the Tower the kingdom will fall
the legend, came to this conclusion himself after
or some other tragedy will befall the country and
much research. He mentions a couple of historians
the papers focused on the portents of doom.
who separately examined the stories associated with
Apparently the ravens had become bored and
WKH7RZHUDQGFRXOGÀQGQRPHQWLRQRIWKHOHJHQG
restless since the lockdown had stopped the usual
prior to 1883 when a book had an illustration of a
crowds visiting the Tower and, with no snacks or
possible raven but no reference to the legend.
tidbits to be begged or stolen from the visitors, they
A gentleman named Philip Castang, whose family
KDGEHJDQYHQWXULQJIXUWKHUDÀHOGVSHQGLQJORQJHU
ÀUPVXSSOLHGDQGLPSRUWHGZLOGDQGH[RWLFDQLPDOV
away and it’s feared Merlina might have had some
wrote a letter to Country Life magazine in 1955
misadventure while out and about.
VD\LQJKHKDGVXSSOLHGWKHÀUVWUDYHQVWRWKH7RZHU
The legend is supposed to have originated from
Fascinating that the ‘legend’ had been created
when Charles the second was on the throne and he
retrospectively and attained such credibility.
intervened to save a family of ravens being removed
At time of writing Merlina is still missing. Her
from one of the highest towers after he was warned
XQXVXDOQDPHGHULYHVIURPWKHIDFWWKDWIRUKHUÀUVW
that the kingdom wouldn’t survive if there were no
ÀYH\HDUVVKHZDVWKRXJKWWREHDPDOHQDPHG
ravens in the Tower and in subsequent centuries
Merlin, until her true sex was realised and her
there had always been at least 6 ravens in residence.
name was adapted by Skaife. He evidently had
I was given the book The Ravenmaster - My
great regard for Merlina his ‘closest friend among
Life with the Ravens at the Tower of London by
the ravens’ and she sounded quite a character
Christopher Skaife who is still currently employed
entertaining the public and receiving gifts, cards
at the Tower as a yeoman warden and also, as
and letters from well-wishers and it’s quite touching
his title would signify, is the chief guardian of
when Skaife says her favourite activity ‘is to sit
the ravens. The book is very entertaining, quite
with me in the sentry box while I gently stroke her
touching at times and of course focuses on his
feathers’.
Photographs by Michael Ryan
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All aspects of Painting and Decorating
professionally carried out
●

Wallpapering

01 2820316

●

Fully Insured

086 2593312

●

Free Estimates

info@tonyvines.com

Web site: www.tonyvines.com
Instagram;
tonyvinespainting

Facebook
Tony Vines Painting Contractors Ltd.
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In some ways, as our world seems to have shrunken under lockdown, our prospective and
imaginations have been expanded and changed. It’s the small, sometimes miraculous things
in life, the basic things that make us happy. This past 2020, our gardens have proven to
become havens, then aided mental health, calmed things down and have allowed us to
enjoy the beauty of plants and fresh air.....Yes, indeed, some of our gardens can now, tell a
very different story and again, if there’s one thing we’ve learned, it’s the importance of
supporting our local businesses, it helps the staff they employ and our local economy, too.
“Working at home with little scope for travel has imbued in people a new interest in
their gardens and has changed how they use them. Those lucky enough to have a
garden now see them as a green refuge from the world. Local green spaces have
become vitally important to communities. People have a renewed interest in nature
and getting outdoors more, walking more, cycling more, taking the gym outdoors. Art
and performance spaces are developing as a reaction to indoor restrictions. Outdoor
education, which has proven benefits, is now being explored more by schools. We are
eating and socialising outside. The implications for our parks, streets, gardens and
other green spaces is enormous.”
Deirdre Prince. G.L.D.A.

Maybe, this coming spring,
summer, aspire to be slightly
quirky and bee-friendly. We don’t
always need to follow rules
rigidly. It’s a most wonderful
feeling to experiment. - Yes,
maybe push the boundaries a little
to see what happens. Our gardens
remain a work in progress, a
labour of love. Our gardens grow
and change season by season and
year after year. Possibly, a garden
that emphasises foliage rather
than flowers will maintain its
good looks from spring to
autumn. - I have a thing about
foliage, especially large foliage
and textured foliage, yes even
more than flowers! If you place
several plants of the same variety
next to each other, your eyes will
I have just planted this brand new dinner plate sized flower,
read them as a single shape. Many
dahlia Avignon
plants can be grouped together to
create large irregular shapes. Clumps and groups can look awesome. Repeating these
patterns will help unify a garden and give it a sense of movement. Then, plants that are
allowed to spill out over edges - the overall effect is softer and more natural....Stepping
stones too, can be used to slow the pace down and encourage exploration.
March, I believe is the first month of spring and our gardens are becoming so alive. In some
ways of course, it can be a mixed month from sunshine, warm enough to take your coat off
9

Extraordinary Kitchens and Dining Furniture
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to yes, snow, sleet, heavy freezing rain and gusty blasts...All are common well into late
winter. Must say, frost is my absolute fear in the garden, in fact I have presently covered a
few semi-tender shrubs with plastic containers in order to protect them. Rest assured, our
late winter is loosening its grip, so let’s make the most of each sunny day. March can be all
about the colour of spring bulbs and early flowering bulbs are certainly beginning to strut
their stuff. Perennials too, are poking their little ‘noses’ above the ground and buds of all
types and descriptions are starting to swell on trees and shrubs. - So much depends on our
weather as the weather affects the degree to which the soil has warmed up, ready for
planting. Then of course, as our soil warms up, so do the slugs, remember the delicate
shoots of our herbaceous plants are their tastiest snack and nothing they love more than
hostas, delphiniums, lupins etc.
LaTE WiNTER WONdERS
Hellebores are the winter wonders of the garden. These beautiful plants have stunning
winter flowers and truly are a beacon of sheer delight in our coldest months. These
perennial plants burst into flower in
our darkest months of the year.
Once we get them established, they
will clump up and come back year
after year, so they are such a great
investment for our gardens. Some
people cut the leaves off at ground
level in order to admire the blooms
more clearly and then, it also
reduces fungal disease in the
leaves...
LiLiES
Lilies have an elegance, few other
flowers can rival with such large,
exotic-blossoms. Lilies are
available in a variety of heights,
flower shapes and bloom times.
Planting several different types of
lilies stretches the flowering time.
We have Asiatic, Oriental,
Hellebore ‘Sugar Plum’ a brand new variety, launched in
Midseason bloomers and trumpet
this 2021
types. Unlike tulips and daffodils,
lily bulbs do not have a protective covering, it’s important to plant them as soon as
possible, so they don’t dry out and good to remember they will not tolerate soggy soil.
When planting, mix in some organic matter to encourage strong root growth, plant at least
three times their depth on their sides, ....this prevents water from becoming trapped in the
heart of the bulb which can cause rot.
cONTaiNERS, haNgiNg BaSkETS aNd BEddiNg
For more drama and impact this summer, choose your plants with care. Summer pots and
containers, hanging baskets and window boxes really need the wow factor to earn their
place in the garden. A fabulous planter full of colour and drama will enhance our gardens,
welcome visitors and even support pollinators, too. Maybe, choose plants with the most ‘
bang for your buck’, for the very best results and look out for award winning plants, then
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We’ll Protect You

Find out more
01 272 5600
www.corecu.ie/currentaccount
Drop into your local branch
&RUH&UHGLW8QLRQ/WGLVUHJXODWHGE\WKH&HQWUDO%DQNRI,UHODQG5HJLVWHUHG2IƓFH&ODUD+RXVH*OHQDJHDU\3DUN
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buy from a quality supplier so that you can be sure your plants are strong and healthy and
ready to grow. Finally, help plants to become more established before exposing them to our
weather, by growing them on in a green house or shed, close to a window.
WhaT aBOuT a ThRiLLER, a FiLLER aNd a SpiLLER
Gosh, new salvias seem to be being bred continuously, ‘Wine and Roses’, its colour
couldn’t be more intense, red
and pink, it starts flowering in
June and continues nonstop
until the first frosts. It can
even sometimes make it
through our winters; however
it’s a good idea to take a few
late summer cuttings. Really,
it has enormous spikes of
velvety blooms, much to the
delight of bees and butterflies.
The advantage of sowing
annuals from seed is that we
can buy a wide range of seeds
and grow plants which we
rarely see in garden centres.

All Photos: P. Thomas

and planted this dahlia, show ‘N’ Tell

MighT dO, MayBE MaRch JOBS
1. If you have a clump of daffodils that are blind, that is to say without flower, once their
foliage has faded, lift the clump, separate the bulbs and plant further apart. Most bulbs
like to be planted at least 3 times the depth of the bulb.
2. Tulips in a vase, continue to grow once cut, to prevent very-heavy headed ones from
drooping, push a darning needle through the stem...Must say, I myself love when they
dangle, naturally.
3. Dig up any weeds that you find with a hand fork so that you can get at those roots, then
they won’t have a chance to flower or set seed.
4. Cut back epimedium leaves: These gorgeous spring perennials will be coming into
bloom soon, so cut back all the leaves to ground level so blooms aren’t hidden in their
foliage. Be careful not to damage the emerging flowers.
5. Roses: Look at your roses, remove anything that looks unhealthy. This means
removing any branches which are spindly or don’t look good, prune them away. We are
looking for a goblet shape, then, excellent to feed after pruning.
Our winter flowers are generally more acutely scented than those in our other seasons. I
suppose our flowers are working harder to get themselves pollinated.
BELIEVE IN YOUR SPACE AND THOROUGHLY ENJOY BEING IN YOUR GARDEN
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McCabes Oil
SELECT STOrES, DALKEY
Your Local Home Heating oil Distributor
• Top Quality Winter Grade - Home Heating oil - Kerosene
• same Day Delivery service
• Prompt Personal Attention
• Keen Competitive Prices
• Mini Tanker Available for Narrow
Entrances
• Full range of smokeless Coal,
ALso Anthracites, Turf, Logs & Briquettes
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Telephone:
285 9611
086 8138545
Mon. - Sat.
8a.m. - 8p.m.
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“TOO MaNy BuTTONS”

❖

It is hard to believe that I am so computer illiterate. I should be ashamed but am not.
Like so many Senior Citizens I am lost in admiration and awe of the Tech era in which we
live but which has passed me by.
Why should I be ashamed? So many of my age also fail to get to grips with Buttons!
During the 1950/60’s I actually sold Business systems to the emerging Ireland Accounting Machines, Calculators which could add, subtract, and divide, Filing Cabinets,
Kardex, and above all Typewriters. I even sold the first Photocopying contraption in
Ireland which at that time, consisted of – a Block with two dishes, for developer and
stabiliser – it was soon outdated by the first Machine. Where are they now? Gone! Unheard
of by the current generation, as though they never existed.
I think this explains my current dilemma. I too am outdated. I did leave that systems world
and had I continued might be able to keep up with the 8 – 12 year olds of today.
What drives me mad above all are passwords!
To have one simple code for all occasions is impossible. How many times have my
selections been rejected? (It must have 4, or 6 or 8 – or upper and lower case, icons, figures
or a mix of all). Problem is there are so many of them. Cards for everything – even today I
was sent a video of my latest Great Grandchild but could not view it as I needed a
password.
What has happened to the Christmas card? - The welcome, personal, hand written words –
replaced by an e-mail or Text message. (Look how much we have saved, in time, in card,
envelope and stamp costs. Modern thinking)
My biggest obstacle is Banking. It is almost completely paperless. Having lived with real
money, Receipts and Statements – these Plastic times are beyond me. I have learned to use
a Credit Card but one will not cover all uses.
Living is Online. I now have a collection of Cards – 2 Bank a/cs. Visa, Tote, NCH, Golf
Club, 2 Supermarket, Rugby Club, etc – all reflect my way of living – none of which then,
relied on the dreaded Credit Card. “It’s all about security, Dad” Maybe so when they first
came into being but now the challenge is to secure the security.
I will finish on a recent experience. A Computer Literate friend, said to me – “What you
want Is Card “X” – it does everything and in an instant – would even pay a bill in
Australia, at best Rate on the spot – Magic” So fool me, I lashed out €40 and waited – 2
months later I got a Card. Had no use just then but tried to activate it later. Out of date –
will send new card.
It came – I tried it at once – wrong password. Wouldn’t work! Now very naughtily I went
to a Local Bank – the opposition – They were extremely helpful – using my ‘phone, they
put it in action.
Into a shop confidently – nagh, nagh – wrong password again. My friends at the Bank were
puzzled by this (I had re-visited to say what had happened). A huddle developed which
revealed that the Card No and that on the Phone did not match.
Duly reported, so they sent me another Card. Once again Password declined – no sale.
In the post today was a distinctive envelope – I may never open it.
As a Teller in the Bank summed it up:- “Too many Buttons!”
Brendan Flood
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haROLd BOyS NaTiONaL SchOOL NEWS

❖

home-Schooling
project: Making
Bird Feeders
The boys in Ms.
Molloy’s 2nd class
have been so busy
with their homeschooling, while the
schools remain closed.
They have all been
busy completing tasks
and uploading work
daily.
One project that some
boys recently
completed from home,
was to make their own
bird feeder for the
garden. The boys used
materials to create a
simple bird feeder –
empty plastic bottle,
pencil, twine or string,
scissors and seeds.
We learned that bird
feeders are a great way
to attract more
wildlife into your
garden. The boys used
whatever seeds they
had at home, e.g.
sunflower seeds,
Handmade Bird Feeder – Photo to HBS
pumpkin seeds. The
type of feeder and position in the garden influences the wild birds that are attracted to
your garden. The boys made sure to position the bird feeder somewhere that the birds
could easily access it.
The number and variety of birds that visit a garden can be influenced by the way that you
provide Bird Food. We now know that providing hanging bird feeders in your garden is
an excellent way to feed seeds to the more agile species such as Blue Tits, Greenfinches
and House Sparrow. The boys have been busy keeping an eye out on their hanging bird
feeders. Well done to everyone who took part!

aN gaRda SíOcháNa
gaRda cLiNicS
Services have been cancelled for the present.
gardaí can be contacted at dun Laoghaire garda Station
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TELEphONE:
01- 6665000 OR
01-6665020

gardening
Orla Sweeney Horticulturist and Garden Designer HnD

30 years in business
supplying the Complete garden serviCe
●

Restoration of old overgrown gardens

●

Professional Pruning – Maintenance Service

●

Consultancy Service on Maintenance and Design

phone orla - 087 2303208
Sandycove, Co. Dublin
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daLkEy SchOOL pROJEcT
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dalkey School project National School - Lockdown
Lockdown’s been really hard for everyone. As the world tries to cope with Covid 19, there
have been a couple of things keeping me sane.
First of all, online school. I think the whole educational system has done a really great job
at keeping all the kids up to date on their studies. Apps like Seesaw and Zoom help us to
keep in touch with our teachers and lots of websites help keep learning fun at home.
Personally, I found it really challenging to work at home in the first lockdown but now I’ve
got a better grip on things and I’m finding it much easier this time around. I think DSP have
done a great job at connecting with the kids at home and I love all the online chats with my
teacher.
Secondly, mental and physical health is a huge factor during the
lockdown. Being stuck at home all day can really deteriorate both
these things. I do Joe Wicks three times a week with my family and
I have found going on runs keeps me calm and keeps me fit. It is
also important to practice mindfulness everyday my favourite is a
sit-spot.
Technology has been a great help during this pandemic. There are
countless apps that help me keep in touch with my friends and
family. I’ve found online gaming was a great way to connect with
my friends and I’m also allowed much more time on my PS4 due to
the pandemic (thanks Mum;) which is great!
Being in lockdown has given me a newfound appreciation for all
the things in my life that I took for granted, like playing football
with Dalkey United, hanging out with my friends and (I never
thought I’d say this) being in school!
Bring on 2021!!
Jamie Farrelly
Photos: DSP
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PLANNINg APPLICATIONS – weeks 1-5 2021 4/1/2021 to 5/2/2021
The material in the Planning section of the Newsletter is based entirely on data taken from Dun
laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s website. if you are concerned about a particular item it is
strongly recommended that you examine the relevant file in the Council’s offices.
Due to variation in the publication dates by Dún laoghaire Rathdown County Council, please note
that the deadline for planning observations/objections may have lapsed when it is read in the Dalkey
Newsletter.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0026
application Rec’d date: 15-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Bartra Property Ltd., c. 0.6 Ha site ’Yonder’, (previously
demolished), Ulverton Road and ‘Maple Tree House’, Bulloch Harbour, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission for development comprising the former residence. the development
will consist of the demolition of the existing 2 storey dwelling ‘Maple Tree House’ (c.289
sq m) and the removal of the foundation slab of the previously demolished ‘Yonder’ and the
construction of a 104 No. bedroom nursing home, ranging in height from part-two to partfive storey (total gross floor area measures 5,618.40 sq m). The development will also
include the provision of a vehicular entrance off Ulverton Road and the spur off Harbour
Road; ca and bicycle parking; green roofs; PV panels; ancillary signage; boundary
treatments; hard and soft landscaping; plant; lighting; changes in level; and all other
associated site works above and below ground.
Reg. Ref.: D21A/0037
application Rec’d date: 20-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Dalkey Pharmacy Ltd. Nos. 2 & 3, Railway Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission for development. The development will consist of: Amalgamation of
No. 2 (retail unit) & NO. 3 (Dalkey Pharmacy) with the construction of a single storey link
extension in the courtyard to the rear / side of both premises; Including the part demolition
of rear/side external walls of both premises to facilitate the interconnection. To provide an
extended pharmacy / retail use in No. 2 with patient consultation room and office space
including new / relocated stairs to access existing attic storage. Alteration of existing front
elevation / shopfront of No. 2 to include lowering of parapet height, new shopfront
including fascia / signage, lighting and replacement shop window and entrance door. All
associated internal demolition, fitout, finishes and layout alterations.
Reg. Ref.: D21B/0015
application Rec’d date: 21-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Rudi & Jessica Neuman, 34, Hyde Park, Dalkey, A96E2H1
: Permission is sought for the construction of a two-storey extension to the side and part
first-floor extension to the rear (total 75.2 sq.m) with pitched roof to match existing,
rooflights and PV panels, and all associated site development works
Reg. Ref.: d21a/0061
application Rec’d date: 26-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Brendan Seaver, Odessa, Ardeevin Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought for the demolition of existing single storey pitched roof
return to the rear and single storey bay window to the side and construction of a dormer
roof extension to the front and rear at first floor level with new recessed terrace to the rear,
existing 2no. flat roof bays to the front to form terraces and associated internal
modifications, fenestration and elevation modifications and all associated site works to
facilitate the development including a free standing store at the vehicular entrance.
Demolition of the existing kitchen to the side, subdivision of the site and vehicular lay-bys
on existing driveway were permitted under reg ref : D20A/0703.
Reg. Ref.: D21A/0065
application Rec’d date: 29-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Gas Networks Irl., Barnhill Rd DRIug, Barnhill Rd,
Bullock.
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proposal: Permission for the installation of a 4.05m x 1.1m x 2.2m (LxWxH) above
ground enclosure, to house a new natural gas District Regulating Installation with all
ancillary services and associated site works to replace the existing below ground natural
gas regulating unit.
Reg. Ref.: D21A/0073
application Rec’d date: 01-Feb-2021
applicant Name & Location: Mr. Edward Doyle, Units 1-4, The Courtyard, Rear 19,
Castle Street Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought for the partial yet extensive demolition of the existing
office units numbers. The works are to consist of: The reconstruction of the existing
accommodation in an altered state to provide a Change of Use to one ground floor office to
provide for an Office/ Shop unit and the provision of 3 extended office units all
reconstructed and remodelled providing new facades and upgraded and additional floor
space on two and three levels accessed from the existing courtyard and by a new external
staircase.
Reg. Ref.: D21A/0080
application Rec’d date: 03-Feb-2021
applicant Name & Location: Patrick Riordan & Emmet Riordan, 60 Saint Begnet’s
Villas, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought for new vehicular entrance to include removal of
pedestrian gate, section of wall, repositioning of original piers, dishing of footpath and
associated site works. declare application invalid: 4-Feb-202.
Reg. Ref.: d21a/0084
application Rec’d date: 04-Feb-2021
applicant Name & Location: Jarlath & Susan O’Leary, Site of approx. 1,588 sqm, at the
site to be known as, Imladris, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey, bounded to the south by an existing
dwelling known as Scarsdale, (Eircode A96C425), and to the North and North west, by
Killiney Hill Park
proposal: Permission for development. The proposed development shall provide for the
clearance of the existing site and the construction of 1 no. residential unit (c.734sqm) and
including associated garage (c.56qm) within the lower ground floor. The residential
development proposed comprises a 6-bedroom residential unit with associated private
garden to the rear, garden terraces at ground, first and second floor level and the provision
of PV panels on the sedum roofs. The unit is one to three storeys in height over lower
ground floor. The development will include lower ground floor level car parking for three
cars and a lift from the lower ground to the second floor. A new access point for pedestrians
and vehicles will be provided on to Dalkey Avenue as part of the proposal with a new
automatic steel gate (approx 2.7m in height) and stone piers. The development will also
include all associated site development works above and below ground including site
services and landscape works.
Reg. Ref.: D21B/0031
application Rec’d date: 04-Feb-2021
applicant Name & Location: Elenaor Denny, Doonecoy, Castlepark Road, Sandycove,
A96Y9K8
proposal: Permission for a two storey side extension to the existing dwelling containing an
extended kitchen, utility, boot room and wc/shower room, with master bedroom suite over,
the replacement of existing windows and front bay, a new entrance door and canopy and
associated external works

PLANNINg DECISIONS FOr wks 1-5 4/1/2021 to 5/2/2021
Reg. Ref.: D20B/0300
decision: Grant Permission
date: 8-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: karolina Lynch, 4, Saval park Road, dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought for single storey rear extension, new shed to the rear garden
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which consist off home office/gym, and storage, plus associated site works and some
internal alterations
Reg. Ref.: D20B/0354
decision: Grant Perm & Retention
date: 6-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Colin & Kate Doherty, ‘’Greeba’’, Killiney Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission & Retention Permission is sought for development consisting of a
new two storey extension to front and side and a new window at ground floor level on
eastern elevation. Retention of existing single storey extension to rear, along with ancillary
site works.
Reg. Ref.: D20B/0370
decision: Grant Permission
date: 13-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Maurice & Karen Johnson, Woodmere, 2, Hyde Park,
Dalkey, Glenageary, A96A2H3.
proposal: Permission for works to an existing house. The development will consist of the
renovation and alteration of the existing house, including part demolition and the addition
of a new single storey extension to the side and rear, increasing the overall floor area from
201 sqm to 222 sqm. Permission is also sought for all associated site development works.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0689
decision: Grant Permission
date: 22-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: The Board of Management of Loreto Abbey secondary
School, Loreto Avenue, off Harbour Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission for development. The Proposed Development is adjacent to
Protected Structure (RPS 1445), but outside of the curtilage. The Proposed Development
will consist of a 1.5m wide footpath along the west of Loreto Avenue; footpath will tie in
with existing footpath at northern end and will terminate to the north of the 2 no. disabled
spaces at its southern end; the footpath will run west of the disabled spaces with the
existing spaces being relocated slightly to the east to facilitate a 1.5m wide footpath; the
existing set-down will be surfaced with paving to match existing at the sports hall; the new
set-down will be relocated to the northwest of the sports hall, with minor road widening to
allow vehicles to safely manoeuvre; a pedestrian crossing will be installed east of the sports
hall to provide a safe link to the school grounds; bollards will match existing and will be
installed along the edge of the paved area to prevent indiscriminate parking; it is proposed
to provide 3 no. stainless steel Sheffield stands southeast of the sports hall. The application
includes all associated site and engineering works to facilitate the proposed development.
An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report, Natura Impact Statement and Architectural
Heritage Assessment have been carried out and are attached with this application.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0854
decision: Request Add. Info.
date: 20-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Mark & Sarah Fitzpatrick, 12, Old Quarry, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is being sought for the relocation of vehicular entrance and
driveway, new front boundary wall, alteration of north elevation, change of roof finishes,
single storey extensions to the front, rear and sides and the addition of a 1st floor to existing
single storey house and the lowering of ground levels and all ancillary site services.
Reg. Ref.: D20B/0377
decision: Grant Permission
date: 22-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Alan & Maria Stewart, 49 Mapas Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought for the conversion of attic to a study room including the
demolition of the existing side chimney, the building up of the side gable wall to form a
dutch hip roof, a dormer window to the rear, a rooflight window to the rear, two rooflight
windows to the front, removal of the existing side window and two new side windows. All
of the above together with all associated site works.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0870
decision: Refuse Permission
date: 27-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Fiona Mcverry & Thomas O Mainnin, 7, Saval Park
Gardens, Dalkey, A96RX29
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proposal: Permission for development at this site. The development will consist of:
Planning in the side garden for 2 story 2 bedroomed semi-detached house with shared
drive. Demolition of side extension. Change of roof profile to 7 Saval Park Gardens
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0903
decision: Grant Permission
date: 29-Jan-2021
applicant Name & Location: Tony & Phil Walsh, 6, Barnhill Road, Dalkey, A96V2K4
proposal: Permission for development at this site. The development will consist of
demolition of existing ground level terrace and replacement with new single storey flat
roofed ‘family member’ extension, with 3 No. rooflights and reconfigured ground level
terrace. Incorporating redesigned undercroft all at lower ground floor level and accessed by
new internal staircase. Extension to comprise 2 additional bedrooms, kitchen, living and
sanitary facilities, all to rear (North) elevation of existing 2 bedroom detached bungalow.
Reg. Ref.: D20A/0917
decision: Grant Permission
date: 3-Feb-2021
applicant Name & Location: Alan Harrison, 46 Mapas Road, Dalkey.
proposal: Permission is sought or widening of existing entrance gates (Total proposed
extended width 3.2m) revisions to existing gates and ancillary works.

Appeals Notified BY An Bord Pleanála wks. 1-5 1/1/’21 to 5/2/’21
Reg Ref: D20A/0521
Reg. date: 27-Jul-2020
Location: 7 Tubbermore Road, dalkey a96 y5d1
development: Permission for development consisting of the removal of existing partly
demolished structures in rear garden, and the refurbishment, extension & alteration of
existing terraced dwelling house comprising rear single storey extension for new kitchen,
utility, wc, dining & living room, & refurbishment of existing dwelling to provide two
bedrooms, bathrooms, office & associated internal & external alterations, all arranged
around new courtyard garden, alterations to existing rear access to mews laneway and
associated works to landscaping, drainage, boundaries etc.
council decision: Grant Permission. appeal Lodged: 8-Jan-2021
Nature of appeal: Appeal against Grant of Permission. Type of appeal: 3rd Party Appeal.
Reg Ref: D20A/0726
Reg. date: 7-Oct-2020
Location: To the rear of and within the curtilage of St German’s, Vico Road, Dalkey,
Which is a protected structure and is accessed from Torca Road.
development: Permission for a new flat roof, 5 bedroom, split level, contemporary
dwelling and all ancillary site works including terraces, access road, onsite parking,
landscaping, and associated drainage work. A new vehicular entrance is proposed . It is also
proposed that the existing boundary wall to Torca Road is to be repaired and raised in
height to form a guardrail. The application is similar to and an amendment of the
previously approved planning applications, reg ref: D17A/0995 and D15/0730.
council decision: Refuse Permission. appeal Lodged: 5-Jan-2021.
Nature of appeal: Appeal against Refusal of Permission.
Type of appeal: 1st Party Appeal
Reg Ref: D19A/0932
Reg date: 2-Dec-2019
Location: Site of c. 0.232 ha at The Tramyard, Castle Street, Dalkey.
development: Permission for development consisting of: Demolition of 2 no. nonoriginal, vacant single storey buildings and concrete plinth (C.503.5 sqm) on eastern side
of site to be replaced by a 3 storey over basement building with roof garden, partial
demolition (C.740 sqm) of 3 no. vacant, partly original tram shed buildings at the northwest of the site and the reconstruction in that location of the tram shed form with a raised
roof profile, demolition (c.36 sqm), reconstruction and extension of cottage in western
corner; and the overall construction of a mixed use development ranging in height from 1
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to 3 storeys (over basement) plus roof pavilion and garden, comprising cultural
(c.311sq.m), retail (c.94 sqm or c.562 sqm if the north-west ground floor unit is occupied as
retail space with off sales), cafe bar (c.127sq.m); office (c.594.5 sqm), health centre
(c.700.5 sqm over two floors) and bar/restaurant uses (c.287.5 sqm or c.755.5 sqm if the
north-west ground floor unit is occupied as a restaurant with bar space) etc.etc.
The site is located within the Dalkey Architectural Conservation Area and contains Tram
Lines (Protected Structure RPS No. 1463) and Gates and Entrance Piers (Protected
Structure RPS No. 1471).
council decision: Grant Permission appeal Lodged: 19-Jan-2021
Nature of appeal: Appeal against Condition(s) Type of appeal: 1st Party Appeal
Reg Ref: D20A/0793
Reg. date: 2-Nov-2020
Location: Rockfort Avenue, Dalkey.
development: Permission is sought for the partial yet extensive demolition of the two
storey structure commonly known as the ‘3 Garages’ and the replacement of this to provide
a Change of Use to a new two storey studio dwelling in the same location
council decision: Refuse Permission. appeal Lodged: 20-Jan-2021
Nature of appeal: Appeal against Refusal of Permission. Type of appeal: 1st Party.

APPEALS DECISION BY An Bord Pleanála wks 1-5 1/1/’21 to 29/1/’21
No decisions for dalkey

❖

FOREShORE LicENcE FOR SiTE iNVESTigaTiONS

❖

dublin array Wind Farm update
An application was submitted in 2019 for a Foreshore Licence to carry out site
investigations in the western Irish Sea off the coast of Dublin and Wicklow in the vicinity
of the Kish and Bray Banks.
This application was granted by the Minister of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage on 28th January 2021.
The overall aim of the site investigations will be to collect the necessary data and
information required to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR),
Natura Impact Statement (NIS) and preliminary design for the proposed Dublin Array
Wind Farm and ancillary infrastructure in the vicinity of the Kish and Bray Banks. The
possible installation of a windfarm and associated infrastructure in the area in the future
will be the subject of a separate Foreshore Lease / Licence application and is not the
subject of this current application.
DCC Planning Committee

Happy Mothers day Sunday 14th March 2021!
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working from Home
Energy Saving Checklist
Occupied areas of your house, such as your living room,
should be 18-20 degrees C while other,less used, areas such as
your bedroom should be 15-18 degrees C.
Ensure radiators have thermostats to control temperature in
rooms that you don't use regularly. Bleed your radiators once per
year to make sure they are working as efficiently as possible.
Close doors thus minimising heat loss and heating the smallest
area possible.
Check your windows and doors for draughts use draught
excluders if necessary.
Ensure appliances are set to energy saving mode during the day
and switched off after use, they can still use energy even when
not in use.
Purchasing a new work-appliance? Make sure it has the best
energy rating possible.

Tea break? Only boil as much water as you need in the kettle.
You can save between €30 and €50 on your electricity bill in a
year by doing so.
Switch your bulbs to LED light bulbs, they use 1/5 of the energy
of a traditional halogen bulb, last up to 10 x longer and can save
up to €7.00 per light bulb per year.
Utilise maximum daylight in your workspace. Avoid using net
curtains and blinds as they prevent day light from penetrating
through the room. By using natural daylight you can avoid
turning on lights until absolutely necessary.
Turn off lights when leaving your home office and other rooms
in your house. You are wasting energy and driving up your
energy bill.
dalkey Tidy Towns Sustainability Team
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daffodil day will take place
on
Friday 26th March
Daffodil Day is the Irish Cancer
Society’s biggest fundraiser, taking
place each year in March and raising
millions of euro to support cancer
patients and their loved ones by
providing free advice and support, as well as by funding life-saving cancer research.
This year due to Covid-19 restrictions, Daffodil Day will be different - and more
important than ever. With your donation you will also receive a Digital Daffodil. Please
share your Digital Daffodil with friends and family and join the community of patients.
Doctors, nurses and researchers determined to help anyone affected by cancer in
Ireland.
Thank you for supporting what is our most important Daffodil Day ever.
https://www.cancer.ie/ways-to-help/fundraise/daffodil-day

MICK gANNON BUILDINg CONTrACTOrS LTD
Tel: 087-6125966
Email: m.gcarpentrybuilding@yahoo.com
Are You Working From Home? Mick Gannon Building Contractors Ltd are
available to help design and build your dream home, while catering for all home
office requirements. our wide range of services include the following:■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Garden office construction or renovation
Construction of teenage den or home retreat
Garage conversions
Home refurbishments
Extensions
sun rooms
Bespoke bathrooms
Fully insured local building contractor with over 20 years experience.
Previously completed building works available for viewing upon request.
references also available on request
A Better Built Home is A GAnnon Built Home
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❖

hELp WaNTEd

❖

hELp WaNTEd –
daLkEy SEaRch FOR cOaST WaTchERS FaMiLiES cONTiNuES
Thomas Smiles 1940-45
Vincent Delaney 1940-45
John Mooney 1940-45

RELaTiVES MiSSiNg
Alfred Hill 1940-42
James Dalton 1940-41

John Larkin 1941-45
Henry Mullen 1942-45

RELaTiVES FOuNd:
Charles Craney 1940-44: Relatives: Geni Black, sister Pat Burns and nieces
Jimmy Smith 1944-45:
Relatives: Robert Smith, wife Deirdre and daughter Margaret
Samuel Williams 1940-44: Relatives: Joan Matthews/Williams, Daphne Matthews and
family
Nicholas Kinsella 1940-45: Relatives: Bobby Kinsella, son &family
This Dalkey story emerged in February 2017. That was when our Dalkey Tidy Towns team
accidentally unearthed some red bricks on the summit of Sorrento Park where we now have
a beautiful circular viewing area thanks to great support from DLRCC. The impact of that
discovery went far beyond our wildest imaginations. First, we discovered that this was the
site of a large Searchlight during WW2, a small Anti-Aircraft Gun and a Sound Detector.
With the help and support of Dr. Michael Kennedy RIA, we established that the concrete
slab under the zigzag bench nearby supported the small structure where eleven local Coast
Watchers were based in the period 1939-45, including three Corporals and eight local
Volunteers. Their vital role was to report, 24/7, all movements of aircraft, ships, submarines
and the detritus of war. All were connected by phone to Army HQ in Portobello in Dublin,
extraordinary technology for that period. This was Look Out Post No.7, one of 83 such
structures around Ireland’s coast.
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Wishing you all safety, happiness and wellness!
From all the team at the great Care Co-op
We all want to live happy full lives surrounded by
people we care about. With Covid 19 in our lives, it
is important that we have friendly, trusted
relationships to support us. We are your local team
of professional caregivers here in Dalkey. We offer all kinds of support depending on what
matters to you, including personal care, practical jobs, help with admin and navigating
appointments, wellbeing support and helping you
to advocate for things you need.
Trusted caregiving & relationships that flourish
Home from Hospital, Personal Care, Wellbeing
Supports, Overnight Care, Dementia Care,
Parkinson’s Care, Social Connectivity
Give us a call to discuss what’s important to you
and let us join your circle of support.
Call us Aoife, Shane or Liz on 085 252 7654
inof@tgcc.ie
www.tgcc.ie

Boiler repairs & Installations
● All Aspects of Plumbing Covered
● Fully Insured
●

Call Eoin on 085 139 8300 www.dalkeyplumber.ie

Redmond Piano Tuning & Repairs
Serving&Dalkey
& surrounding
for 3 generations
Serving Dalkey
surrounding
areas forareas
3 generations

COVID 19 - ALL HSE AND GOVERNMENT
GUIDELINES WILL BE ADHERED TO

Ph: Mark on 086 6002485 or 2857925
www.redmondpianotuning.com
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In 1943, as WW2 still raged across Europe, the eleven man team of Dalkey’s LOP No.7
were given a second major task. Provided with drawings for the creation of very large
navigation marker - EIRE No.7 at Hawk Cliff, the work began. With each letter measuring
12m x 6m, digging pits in the shape of EIRE, filling them with over 100 tons of stones and
painting them with whitewash, was an enormous challenge which they completed
successfully. Over seventy-five years later, a full excavation and restoration was completed
by Dalkey Tidy Towns volunteers. Following 1,700 hours of volunteer work by them, the
official day of dedication for the completion of the EIRE excavation and the fly-over by the
Irish Air Corps was carried out on September 24th 2019.
Having traced the names of all eleven men of that original Dalkey Coast Watchers group
and confirmed their years of service on site, we have so far succeeded in tracing only the
four families above. All are likely to be Dalkey families. Can you help in any way in
finding the relatives of Thomas Smiles - Vincent Delaney - John Mooney - Alfred Hill James Dalton - John Larkin -Henry Mullen?
We will be delighted to receive your help on this. please send aNy information which
might help to: des@dalkeytidytowns.com
Des Burke-Kennedy

❖

aSk ThE phaRMaciST

❖

Q. i keep getting sores on my lips and i think they might be cold
sores. What’s the best way to treat them and can i do anything
to prevent them coming back?
a. A cold sore normally starts with a tingling, burning, itching
feeling on the lip. Over the next 48 hours this becomes small fluid
filled blisters which will then burst and scab over. They usually last
less than 10 days. Cold sores are contagious and they can be spread
from the first experience of a tingle to when they are completely healed. They mainly occur
on the lips but can appear on other parts of the face.
Cold sores are caused by the Herpes Simplex virus and once you have had the virus it sits in
your system for life. For some people they can be triggered by sunshine, cold air, illness,
being run down or menstrual periods.
As cold sores are caused by a virus they are treated with antiviral agents. In the pharmacy
you can buy an antiviral cream containing acyclovir which should be used at the first sign
of a tingle. A cold sore patch can also be used that creates a healing environment for the
cold sore to heal and can mask its appearance. If the cold sores are very severe or frequent
the GP may prescribe antiviral tablets to treat them.
For prevention there is a vitamin supplement L-Lysine that can help. It is an essential
amino acid that cannot be made in the body and so must be ingested. It breaks up the
replication of the virus which shortens the length and effect of the infection. Using an SPF
on the lips in the sun can also help and avoiding the individual triggers for the cold sores.
if you have any questions you would like answered please email us on
maxwell.dalkey@gmail.com
and put dalkey Newsletter in the message subject line.
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❖

NEWS FROM LORETO pRiMaRy SchOOL

❖

During lockdown we are using Seesaw to
upload our homework and we have a Zoom
class every day with our teachers. We also have
a school assembly every Thursday with Mrs.
McKenna and we are very lucky to have a P.E.
session every Friday with Southside Sports.
During Catholic Schools Week in January, we
had a special Mass on Zoom for all our families
and grandparents. It was celebrated by Fr. Peter
O’Kane. Grandparents from all over Ireland
and the world, tuned in to watch it. We also
watched a daily reflection on Zoom every
morning.
The transition year students from Loreto Abbey
have been busy sharing their talents by doing
workshops with us, also on Zoom. So far, we
have done baking, dance, hockey, sign
language, Spanish and German classes and we
have learned how to make bath bombs!
Some classes have tried Kahoot quizzes. My
class has been learning about World War II in
history and English and we did a Kahoot quiz
all about it. It was good fun. We are also taking
part in a Hockey Challenge for six weeks. The
prize for the top three schools will be a
coaching session given by players from the
Irish Hockey team. We designed posters for
Internet Safety Week in February.
Even though schools are closed due to Covid
19, we are still very busy in Loreto.
Ellie Tighe (Mrs. Kavanagh’s 6th class)
Photo: Loreto P, S.

S. HAMMOND ROOFING
slating, Tiling, Valleys, Flat Roofs, Lead & Copper Work
FULLY
INSURED

Telephone:
01 2300 745 087-285 0653
Email: shroofing08@gmail.com
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Dun Laoghaire based homecare provider offering
support to older people in their homes

Approved
Service
Provider

• Companionship
• Housekeeping
• Personal Care
• Dementia Care
• Home from Hospital
• Live-in/Overnight Care

Call us to discuss your
particular needs 01 230 0020

www.heritagehomecare.ie
“Excellent Homecare in South Dublin”

APPLE GARDEN SERVICES
DALKEY
a ll g a R D E N w o R K
• Tidy-u p s • hed ges & L a w n s
• peb b le gard en s
• L igh t Tree S u rg ery
Fully insured / Registered Company
aLL WaSTE REMOVEd aNd 100% REcycLEd
Email: applegardenservices@gmail.com

☎ 284 0027 / 087 699 4617
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THE MINI
COUNTRYMAN.
FROM €323 PER MONTH
& 2.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE
AT FRANK KEANE.
Frank Keane MINI
John F. Kennedy Drive,
Naas Road, Dublin 12
01 240 5666

frankkeanemini.ie
info@frankkeanemini.ie

FRANK KEANE
CUSTOMER DRIVEN SINCE 67’

Fuel economy and CO2 results for the new MINI Countryman Range.
Fuel consumption – combined (mpg) 39.8-42.8 [38.7-42.2]. CO2 Emissions (G/KM)
161-149 [165-152].
Select finance example for a Countryman Exclusive, cash price €39,662.92 with a deposit of
€11,890.00, max contract km: 46,250 kms, excess km charge €0.05: 1st repayment of €398.79
(includes €75 doc fee) followed by *- monthly repayments of €323.79 per month. Optional final
repayment of €18,064.98 (includes €74.99 completion fee). Finance from MINI Finance Services,
subject to status, over 18s, Irish residents only. Terms and conditions apply. A guarantee may be
required. Select finance is a form of hire-purchase. Vehicle condition & excess mileage charges
may be payable on return of vehicle. You will not own the vehicle unless & until final repayment is
made. BMW Financial Services (Ireland) DAC, trading as MINI Financial Services, is regulated by the
Central Bank of Ireland. Offer applies to new vehicles ordered & registered by 31/03/21, subject to
availability.

EMAIL US AT: jSMYTHSTUDIOS@gMAIL.COM

wE ArE A FAMILY COMPANY wITH OVEr 30 YEArS OF ExPErIENCE.
wE OFFEr SKILLED CrAFTSMANSHIP
TO THE PEOPLE OF

DALKEY AND SUrrOUNDS.
wE PrOFESSIONALLY rESTOrE ANTIqUE, PErIOD
AND CONTEMPOrArY FUrNITUrE.
wE ALSO CUSTOM BUILD CABINETS AND TABLES.
CALL jOHN FOr A FrEE ESTIMATE wITH NO OBLIgATION
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hiLLSidE BOOk ExchaNgE

❖

❖

“TakE a BOOk, ShaRE a BOOk”
Welcome to our neighbourhood book
exchange, which is free and functions on
an honour system. Anyone may take a
book or share a book. You do not need to
leave a book in order to take one. If you
take a book or two from this little library,
try to bring donations another time.
We want our exchange to accommodate
children and adults. We want our users to
appreciate that Desie will mind the books
from the weather. Try to keep it fresh and
current and do not dump your waste!
guidelines
Please take 1-2 books per visit
Donate up to 5 books per visit
Please sanitise books before donating
Questions? Contact Book Exchange
Steward Judy O’Loan
judyoloan@hotmail.com

Photo: Henry Dobbin

dominic dowling solicitors
Celebrating 27 years in Dalkey!
We offer a full range of Legal Services and we always delight in welcoming
new Clients, particularly those from the Dalkey area.
37 Castle Street, Dalkey, County Dublin (Above SuperValu)

www.dalkeylaw.com
tel: 2849778

Jackson
Consulting
Ltd

email: info@dalkeylaw.com

Tax returns completed for:
Pensioners
Self-Employed
rental Property Income
www.jacksonconsulting.ie
Savings or
info@jacksonconsulting.ie
Investment Income
Ph: 087 415 1206
Chartered Tax Advisors, AITI, CTA, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.
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NOLAN STONEWORKS
Stonemasonry Specialist
Services
■ Garden Walls
■ Piers
■ Restoration
■ Traditional lime pointing
■ Cladding

Contact : Ruairí for a free quote
Mob:0873362937
Email:nolanstonework@gmail.com
Instagram:nolanstonework
References available on request

Fully insured

HANDYMAN SErVICES
...real value...real service...
CARPENTRY
TILING
PAINTING

PLuMBING
WINDoWs
KITCHENs

ELECTRICAL
DECKING
WARDRoBEs

FLooRING
GuTTERs
BATHRooMs

Call Andy on...
087 916 0582 or Email: dublinhandyman@hotmail.com
no project is too smAll

Telephone Paul 087-2879812
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LOcaL hiSTORy SOciETy LEcTuRES MaRch 2021

❖

Due to current Government restrictions on public meetings, indoor gatherings and nonessential travel, to prevent the spread of Covid-19, all face to face and in-person lectures
and meetings of local societies remain cancelled/suspended though the following are being
held online or via Zoom - donation/charge may apply.
Wednesday 3rd at 8 p.m.: Fergus Cleary will present ‘Kilbarron Conservation Project - A
Project in Progress’ to the Rathmichael Historical Society. Access via
www.rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie.
Thursday 4th at 8 p.m.: Jennifer Goff will present ‘Eileen Gray - Her work and her
world’ to the Mount Merrion Historical Society - members only.
Tuesday 9th at 8 p.m.: Myles Reid will recall ‘Walled Gardens in our area [Foxrock] in
the past’ to the Foxrock Local History Club. Access via info@foxrocklocalhistory.ie.
Wednesday 10th at 7.30 p.m.: Pól Ó Duibhir will reveal ‘No Blood on the Ceiling: the
Story of Edward Ball’ to the Old Dublin Society - members only.
Tuesday 16th at 8 p.m.: Maurice Manning will speak about ‘Eoin O’Duffy’ to the Foxrock
Local History Club. Access via info@foxrocklocalhistory.ie.
Friday 19th at 8 p.m.: Dr. Pat McCarty will present ‘Hero or Humbug? The military
career of Brigadier General Thomas Francis Meagher’ to the Military History Society of
Ireland. Access via admin@mhsi.ie.
Wednesday 24th at 8 p.m.: Declan Brady will present ‘Voters and Politicians: Elections
and Local Government in North Dublin during the lifetime of the Rural District Council,
1898-1925’ to the Old Dublin Society - members only.
Thursday 25th at 7 p.m.: Peadar Curran will present ‘Mary Mulligan, Neighbour to
Countess Markievicz’ to the Rathmines, Ranelagh & Rathgar Historical Society - members
only.
Friday 26th at 1 p.m.: Professor Paula Murphy will speak on ‘Public Sculpture in Dublin:
The Commission’ as part of the Dublin City Council City Hall Online Lectures - register
via sculpturedublin.ie.
The Bullock Lifeboat - 1824
In October 1824 the east coast was swept by a weeklong series of gales which saw some
numerous ships get into distress, being swept ashore, or having to take shelter. One vessel
which got into distress was the schooner ‘Carmen’ which was in danger of being lost off the
east pier of Dun Laoghaire Harbour. The Bullock lifeboat was launched and rowed by her
crew to the ‘Carmen’ where they then took off her passengers and exhausted crew. On their
return journey to Bullock Harbour, with the assistance of another boat commanded by Mr.
Hutchison, towed the ‘Carmen’ to Dalkey Sound to ride out the storm.
publications
Obelisk 2021 - Journal of the Kilmacud-Stillorgan Local History Society’, published by the
Kilmacud-Stillorgan Local History Society – ISBN 978-0-9932782-5-9.
This is the 15th issue of ‘Obelisk’ and, as in previous years, has a wide range of articles,
most of them with south Dublin connections. This beautifully illustrated edition reveals
hidden aspects of local history and makes some surprising connections. The attractive
cover is a ‘View of Dublin Bay and Harbour from Stillorgan’ by John Henry Campbell in
1812.
Articles featured in this issue include - ‘The Devlins of Westbury House and Clonmore
House’ by John Healy; ‘The Musical O’Grady Sisters’ by Sheila O’Grady Peregrine;
‘Fernhill House and Gardens’ by Michael Van Turnout; ‘Once upon a Sunday: The Story
35

serviCing
dalkey’s seCurity
requirements
For 38 years
Wireless intruder alarm
systems and upgrades.
CCtv / 24 hour monitoring. p.s.a. & nsai licensed / Fully insured.
Call peter for a free quote on 086 2603511 or 01 2352333.
email: intruderalarmsltd@gmail.com
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of Joseph P Traynor (1900-1920)’ by Micheál Nelson; ‘From Stillorgan to Apollo 11’ by
Pat Norris; ‘Bunscoil Dhún Chéirí: Stair Ghearr na Scoile. 1895-2020’ by Ann Baxter;
‘Memories of a Lost Village’ by Aiden Traynor; ‘Parke Neville: An Engineer for the City’
by Liam Doyle; ‘Sandyford Library and its Librarians’ by Nicholas Ryan; ‘Hans Möllers’
by Frank Tracy; ‘The Connaught Rangers Mutiny: Thomas Murray’s Story’ by Bryan
MacMahon; ‘Moravians in Ireland’ by Ged Walsh; ‘Kilmacud Manor, W.J. Fitzpatrick and
the Sham Squire’ by Peter Sobelewski; ‘Ticknock’s Ancient Watercourse’ by Peadar
Curran; ‘Sensation in Stillorgan: The Raid on St. John of God Hospital in 1921’ by Frank
Cogan; and ‘End of an Era: Beaufield Mews’.
‘Obelisk 2021’ has 165 pages and costs only €7 and copies can be ordered through the
Society’s website and is also available from the South Dublin Credit Union, Kilmacud
Road, Stillorgan, Lakelands Stores (Today’s), 5, Lakelands Road, Stillorgan, and The
Village Café, Glenalbyn House, Kilmacud Crokes, Stillorgan.
James scannell

daNciNg iN
ThE BOROugh,
LaTE
30’S/40’S.50’S
Anna Scudds of the
Dun Laoghaire
Borough Historical
Society is writing an
article on the above
and would welcome
information on
dances/dancing in
the Cliff Castle
Hotel - i.e. on what
nights were dances
held - was there a
resident band?
Names of visiting
bands or those who
played there.
Replies can be sent
to

annascudds7np
@gmail.com
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❖

NEWS FROM ST. paTRick’S chuRch

❖

Sunday Services for March
Each Sunday 10.30am Morning Prayer on Zoom
holy Week
Each evening during Holy Week, there will be a
service on Zoom at 7.30pm.
As the situation may change at short notice
please check our website for all the latest details.
Our Lady’s Manor
The Eucharist will be celebrated in Our Lady’s
Manor on the 2nd, 16th and 30th of the month.
The dalkey inter-church Lent course
We look forward to joining with our neighbours
in the Church of the Assumption for our Lenten
Course entitled ‘Everybody’s Church: Sharing
in Ministry and Good Will’. The course will be
held on Tuesday 2nd March, 9th March and 16th
March at 7.30pm on Zoom. If you would like to
receive the log in details please email either of
the parish offices. Speakers will include Most
Rev Patricia Storey, Bishop Meath & Kildare,
Scott Evans, chaplain UCD, and Soline Humbert and Colm Holmes, from “We are
Church”.
centering prayer
We meet for Centering Prayer on Monday evenings at 7pm through Zoom. We take a few
minutes to greet one another and then we share a time of silent prayer. There is very much a
sense of gathering together and praying together in the shared silence. Anyone who would
like to share in the time of silent prayer is welcome. Please let the Parish Office know and
we will send you the link.
craft group
Things are very quiet at the moment in the Craft Group. The sound of clicking needles
seems to have fallen silent. “What will we do next” is the big question. We need to get
into gear and start another project. So in the meantime, the chat goes on and it’s lovely to
see everyone, swop news and discuss the affairs of the world.

Carraher eleCtriCal
We cover all your electrical needs including
re-wires, time switches, energy efficient LED lighting, garden sockets & lights,
security lighting, fuseboards and emergency call outs
Fully insured for your peace of mind
up to €3000 grants available for solar pv systems. seai approved for grants. get Free electricity

Jamie - all electrical Works
087 2346420 or 01 5373207
info@carraherelectrical.ie

dave - solar panels
085-8512003
www.carraherelectrical.ie
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❖

NEWS FROM hOLy TRiNiTy chuRch

Rector: Rev. Canon Gary Hastings, Tel: 2852695
E-mail – rector.htkilliney@dublin.anglican.org
Day Off — mostly Mondays
Website – www.htkilliney.dublin.anglican.org
Facebook - www.facebook.com/holytrinitykilliney
The Carry Centre – www.carrycentre.ie Bookings:
Sandra Moore, Tel: 087 6291568
carrycentre@dublin.anglican.org

❖

Hon. Secretary of
the Select Vestry:
Clive Christie, Tel:
2823356
Review Notes:
Meriel Nuzum, merielnuzum@gmail.com
‘Review Distributor’:
Marianne Irvine, Tel: 2858136

Sunday Worship Service 10.45 am
Thursday holy communion Service 10.30 am
FROM ThE REcTOR
I hope everyone is keeping the head down and
the heart up. It looks like another while before
restrictions will be relaxed. If you find yourself
in any need, even just for a yarn, please let me
know. There are people in the parish very willing
to help.
Work on the new access to the church is still
going on, and the path and steps from the road up
to the main path in the park are nearing
completion. They will build the gate piers in our
wall, and we are to supply the gate. We have to
wait for Planning Permission for the work on our
own side of the wall, and that will be a few
months yet.
Holy Week this year will take place as usual,
[sort of!] most likely online, one way or another.
Our local Cluster of Parishes is going to share the
services during the week. Details will follow
later. Our Easter General Vestry will take place
on Sunday 11th April, most probably by Zoom.
We’ll see!
Videostream of Sunday church Service – The
videostream of the live Sunday Church Service at
10.45 and Thursday at 10:30am can be accessed
via the link on the website (https://holytrinitykilliney.com/) or through our Facebook
page.
Sheep Thrills – We continue to meet on Zoom and our latest project is to make patchwork
knee throws and quilts using bits of yarns in a garden theme. The talent in our group is
terrific with loads of ideas which is very uplifting in these nightmarish times. We are
looking for wool if anyone has any to spare and we have a good supply of stock if anyone
needs something special to give as a present. Contact Joan 087 2460078.

40

❖ ❖NEWS FROM chuRch OF ThE aSSuMpTiON daLkEy ❖
‘In like a lion out like a lamb’. We hope that after all the
bitterly cold weather we are experiencing at the time of
writing in February that March will bring us some
warmth and comfort. We are seeing the stretch in the
evenings as we stretch our muscles and enjoy the coming
of more light every day. Our sunrises have been
spectacular and we are blessed to bear witness to the new
dawn each day. We continue to pray that spring will
bring us some hope and relief from the pandemic which
has changed our lives since this time last year. We hope
that the continued roll out of the vaccine will mean that we can once again celebrate Mass
in community and catch up with each other again. Hope springs eternal. With spring comes
hope.
congratulations – We congratulate our new Archbishop Dermot Farrell and continue to
pray for him as he undertakes his most challenging task to date, to lead the Church in
Dublin. In his homily at the Mass of Installation, he admits his own inadequacies, but he
also recognises that the God we all believe in is a great giver of gifts. He also celebrates the
great work done in Ireland by the members of religious congregations. We here in Dalkey
have been blessed by the educational work of the Loreto sisters for nearly two centuries.
Archbishop Farrell calls for an ongoing dialogue between people of faith and the
surrounding society and culture. Another way of expressing this process is to talk of our
belonging to a synodal church. Here, of course, he echoes the mind of our beloved Pope
Francis.
Lenten Talks series – This year due to the ongoing restrictions our annual Lenten Course
series for the combined parishes of The Church of the Assumption and St. Patrick’s Church
in Dalkey will run online via zoom this year. Hosted once again by Rev Ginnie Kennerly
the theme for this year’s course is ‘Everybody’s church, sharing in ministry and good
will’ and the speakers each evening include; Mar. 2nd ‘For such a time as this?‘Led by
Most Rev Patricia Storey, Bishop Meath & Kildare. Mar. th ‘Effective lay ministry’ led by
Scott Evans, chaplain UCD, C. of I. Lay Reader.
Mar. 16th, ‘Ministry today: a calling for all’ by Soline Humbert and Colm Holmes from
‘We are Church’ network. Please check out the parish website for the zoom log in details or
contact the parish office and we will email the link directly to you. office@dalkeyparish.ie
Easter – We are now turning our attention to preparing for the coming Easter. This is a time
of preparation, an opportunity to look inwards to where we are in our lives and to prepare
for the resurrection. At the time of printing we are as yet unsure of how our Easter service
will be affected by any change to the Covid restrictions so we would once again direct you
to the website or contact the parish office. We will also post details of Easter services on the
notice boards in the church which remains open for private prayer every day from after
10am mass until 5pm each day.
St patricks day – Saint Patrick as our patron saint and national apostle of Ireland is
credited with bringing Christianity to Ireland. Most of what is known about him comes
from his two works; the Confessio, a spiritual autobiography, and his Epistola, a
denunciation of British mistreatment of Irish Christians. People today seek spirituality.
Patrick shows us spirituality, which is very simple; He is loved, blessed and called by God
and he responds. His holy mountain in the West of Ireland – Croagh Patrick – has many
lessons for us. We can see its majestic summit from a distance. But as we begin to climb,
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the summit vanishes and all we can see is the intervening slope. The summit is often
covered by fog. For most people Croagh Patrick is quite a difficult climb, and it demands
grit and determination to get to the top. St. Patrick can lead us to ascend life’s mountain
where, like Moses and Patrick, we meet the living God. St. Patrick’s Breastplate is a
popular prayer attributed to one of Ireland’s most beloved patron saints. According to
tradition, St. Patrick wrote it in 433 A.D. for divine protection:
‘Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ within me, Christ beneath me,
Christ above me, Christ at my right, Christ at my left. Christ in the heart of everyone who
thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that
sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me. I arise today, through a mighty strength, the
invocation of the Trinity, through belief in the Threeness, through confession of the
Oneness, of the Creator of creation.
As we face adversity in our daily lives, St Patrick’s breastplate provides us with divine
armour for protection just as it did St Patrick all those years ago. We will celebrate the life
of our patron saint with Masses online via our webcam www.dalkeyparish.ie.
Thank you!
Thank you to all who are making donations via our new online payments system. This
allows us to ‘keep the lights on’ both in the church building and in Our Lady’s Hall. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated.
tweet @dalkeyparish, call 01 2859418 or visit www.dalkeyparish.ie
Dalkey Parish office
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gOUrMET FOOD SHOP
- DELICATESSEN - COFFEE
- CATErINg
- wINES - gIFTS
We have all your needs covered
– whether it’s sandwiches or soups, pastries and bread, cakes and desserts,
3FE coffee or fresh take home dinners!
We also offer a range of food boxes full of home cooked meals so that
you can let someone know that you are thinking of them!
or how about one of our gift vouchers or a fantastic gourmet food hamper
full of delicious Irish products and wines!
OPENINg HOUrS: 8:00 - 18:00 | Monday – saturday
10:00 - 16:00 | sunday
01 285 1999

33/34 Castle Street, Dalkey
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

info@thymeout.ie

daLkEy cOMMuNiTy cOuNciL NEWSLETTER adVERTiSiNg RaTES
cOLOuR: Quarter Page: €74, Half Page: €105 Outside Back (half page): €142
BLack & WhiTE: Quarter Page: €55. Half Page: €80
Small Adverts. €0.60 per word. (14 words max.)
please note these rates include
VaT @21% from September20
to end of Feb21

Unless otherwise agreed with the advertising Manager all
advertisements must be paid for in advance of publication.

Dalkey Community Council accepts no responsibility for the content of advertisements published in the Dalkey Newsletter. Services
and products on offer in individual advertisements are the sole responsibility of the advertiser and have nothing to do with the
Community Council’s activities. important. All advertisements must be fully paid for in advance and received before the issue deadline.
YOuR CONTINuED SuPPORT IS VERY MuCH APPRECIATED

copy and advertising deadlines for next two issues:
apRiL 2021: 5th March, 2021; May 2021: 9th april 2021.
aLL aRTicLES STRicTLy TO: The Asst. Editor, c/o post Box, Our Lady’s hall, castle St. dalkey
preferably by e-mail to perryann37@gmail.com. Images should be in JPEG or TIFF format.
EdiTORiaL pOLicy — The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/or amend articles submitted to
the Newsletter. The views and comments published within the Newsletter are not necessarily the views
shared or condoned by Dalkey Community Council Limited.

Editorial Team: Gerard Coakley (Editor), Ann Perry (Assistant Editor),
Danny Merity (Distribution), Dr. Susan McDonnell
Web: www.dalkeycommunitycouncil.com Email: perryann37@gmail.com
Unless otherwise stated, all material in this issue is copyright of Dalkey Community Council CLG
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Printed by opus Print (01) 4057815

oh! How Television (and Radio) has changed over the years . . . .
A research company in Japan has developed a new type of optical cable.
During a demonstration it delivered speeds of 159 terabits per second using a
cable over 1000km in length. To put this in perspective that’s the equivalent of
downloading 39000 movies in one second. The cable is manufactured from
manmade plastics, unlike traditional fibre cables, which are actually made
from glass, and can be easily damaged and are extremely difficult to repair.
unfortunately while going to press it seems that the lockdown is going to be
extended, and therefore we will not be returning to work just yet ... ...
Ian Macdonald
Maxtec Systems

Phone: 2850848 /Fax: 2851111 / Mobile: 087 2579222 / email sat@maxtec.ie
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