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DALKEY CASTLE & HERITAGE CENTRE UPDATE
At Dalkey Castle, we were delighted to entertain 26 chefs on the Living History 
Experience on October 20th. They were taking part in the Food on the Edge 
Symposium at Airfield Farm, Dundrum. 
Food on the Edge is run by a highly experienced, professional team with a wide 
range of expertise, leaders in their fields, led by renowned chef JP McMahon. It is a 
not-for-profit conference seeking to make good food accessible for everyone. This 
year, it moved from its usual Galway location to Airfield.
The theme was all about social gastronomy, how food can be used to better 
society and have a positive impact. There were chefs, restaurateurs, and people 
from the hospitality industry from all over the world over 2 days in person and 
virtually. Irish chefs attending included JP Mac Mahon, Darina Allen, The Happy 
Pear and Mark Malone. They were joined by many internationally renowned chefs 
and food writers. 
The group stayed in the Royal Marine Hotel and were treated by DLRCoCo to a 
trip on the Dublin Bay Cruises around Dalkey Island and to the Living History 
Experience here at Dalkey Castle, after the Symposium. 
There were howls of laughter when our theatrical Cook on the Living History 
Experience produced the house speciality, hedgehog pie. She shared tips on the 
uses of the ‘humbles’ in delicious pies and shared out medieval recipes for sauces 
and accompaniments to various dishes. The chefs were amazed that most of the 
medieval ingredients are still being used by them, today.
They had lunch afterwards in the Queens next door where chef Michael Morrisroe 
and the team (no pressure) pulled out all the stops with an array of tapas and 
cocktails which left the visitors mightily impressed with their sojourn in Dalkey. 
As Cook might say, Christmas is coming, and the goose is getting fat. Dalkey 
Castle is planning a Castle Christmas with Santa, for all the young people who are 
expecting Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. (Assuming Govt regulations still allow 
such events in December). 
It’s a 40-45 minute Christmas show. The children will engage with Jingle who sings 
Christmas riddles while s/he is preparing the food for Santa and the reindeers. S/
he leads the children to the battlements to chant to the North Star that guides the 
reindeers around the world. 
Twinkle, the Christmas Elf, joins in the show. Twinkle tells all the famous 
Christmas stories in a new and exciting way. S/he helps when Santa’s suit gets 
shrunk by the elves who are now all sleeping in the Garderobe. The big worry for 
Twinkle is whether the children’s efforts can make the suit big enough to fit Santa 
again. Oh yes, they do!
The highlight is the appearance of the celebrity himself- Santa Claus! Santa’s 
‘Ho Ho Ho’ has gone very faint. The children will help him to get it back. After 
his 10-question quiz, he produces two long lists: one nice and one naughty.  
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The children in Dalkey are all on Santa’s nice list. It’s all about 
activity and participation with this specially devised Dalkey Castle 
Christmas Tour with Santa who will have an age-appropriate gift 
for each child.
In keeping with current regulations for indoor events, all adults must have 
Covid Passes and will be scanned in on arrival. ID will be required also. In order to 
maximise the number of children on each slot, just two adults will be allowed with 
each booking. All the current protocols will continue with regard to mask wearing, 
sanitisation, social distancing, air ventilation, one -way systems and vastly reduced 
numbers.   

Ticket costs remain low thanks to the support of DLRCoCo. 

Dates: Saturdays &Sunday 4th, 5th 11th, 12th 18th& 19th December.
Times: 10.00, 11.00, 12.00, 2.00, 3.00 & 4.00pm.
Tickets: Children 0-2 years €7.50; 3+ €12.50. 
Accompanying adults (max 2) €10.00. 
Booking at www.dalkeycastle.com/about/tickets
Margaret Dunne, Manager, Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre

Santa at Dalkey Castle    photo John Fahy
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DALKEY TIDY TOWNS

DALKEY SCOOPS FOUR MAJOR AWARDS  
AT THE 2021 SUPERVALU TIDY TOWNS CEREMONY AT THE RDS

In spite of the many Covid interruptions, our Dalkey 
Tidy Towns Volunteers work over the past year was fully 
rewarded at the November 12th award ceremony. With 
847 towns and villages throughout Ireland competing 
for recognition, just 40 teams were invited to a very 
elegant ceremony at the RDS in Dublin to hear the results 
announced by Minister Heather Humphreys. 

This year, the Overall winner was Ennis and we congratulate them on their great 
success. Representing Dalkey Tidy Town’s team, 
Frank Dillon and Des Burke-Kennedy thanked 
RTE’s Anne Cassin for her excellent presentation 
at the RDS and Maighread Cemin of SuperValu 
for a very impressive ceremony this year. In two 
significant areas, Dalkey scored higher than the 
overall winner – Streetscapes & Public Places, and 
Nature & Biodiversity. Dalkey’s overall score of 349 
points was just five less than the Ennis score.

GOLD MEDAL - NATIONAL AWARDS  
(Population 5001-10,000)

DUBLIN WINNER - COUNTY AWARDS

SPECIAL AWARD - CLIMATE ACTION  
& AIR QUALITY

SPECIAL AWARD - RIAI GOOD WINDOWS 

Our Dalkey Tidy Towns team thanked all our 
neighbours, friends and local retailers for their 
greatly appreciated support and also DLRCC, 
sponsors and Transition Year students who helped 
Dalkey to get even closer to winning the National 
Overall title this year. Our DTT participation for 
over 35 years in this competition has been a long 
journey. If we can now encourage all living in 
our town to do their bit on litter control, garden 
maintenance and general upkeep, 2022 could well 
be one for even greater celebration.

Dalkey Tidy Towns
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  NATURE CORNER   Michael Ryan

Ivy is considered a nuisance 
by some but hailed by others 
as one of the most valuable 
plants for wildlife

A friend rang me to tell me he’d 
been delighted to spot a Holly Blue 
butterfly in his neighbour’s garden 
on the 30th October, dramatically 
late in the year for this particular 
species. 
Even before he said what plant it 
had been feeding on I was able 
to hazard a correct guess. It had 
alighted on an ivy flower. Ivy, in 
almost a total reversal of the normal 
plant cycle, produces berries in 
spring and flowers in autumn, 
making it a very valuable food 
source for butterflies and other pollinators out 
on mild days in late autumn or winter. Holly 
blue butterflies rely on both holly and ivy, 
laying eggs to overwinter on the ivy then the 
butterflies that emerge subsequently lay their 
eggs on holly where the larvae will feed on 
the flowers. 
Although considered a nuisance by some who 
perceive it as a threat to trees many people 
consider ivy one of the most, beneficial plants 
for wildlife. Ivy isn’t a parasite, it clings on to 
trees to increase its body mass and to climb 
higher so it gets more sunlight on its leaves 
not to gain nutrients from the tree. If you 
cut through ivy at the base it will die which 
wouldn’t be the case if it was parasitic and 
deriving sustenance from the tree. When ivy 

Holly Blue butterfly on ivy. Holly blues overwinter on ivy 
then lay eggs on holly in spring.

Female Blackbird feeding on ivy berries in 
March. Ivy is a valuable food source for birds 
since they are one of the few berries available 
then.

A male Long Eared Owl. Ivy provides good 
cover and shelter for them to roost in during 
daylight.

A female Long Eared Owl, this owl and the 
male on the left were both well camouflaged in 
adjacent ivy covered trees.

The Holly Blue and the Ivy
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Instagram; Facebook
tonyvinespainting Tony Vines Painting Contractors Ltd.

All aspects of Painting and Decorating
professionally carried out

� Wallpapering �  Fully Insured � Free Estimates
01 2820316          086 2593312          info@tonyvines.com

Web site: www.tonyvines.com

71 Upper George’s Street,
Dun Laoghaire

(Beside People’s Park)

A Family run business
providing support with dignity

and understanding

Telephone
(24 Hours):

01 280 1202

sHEAHAN’s fUNErAL HOME LTD.

Private Car Park

Dalkey Nov. 21_Dalkey October 15  21/10/2021  11:32  Page 18

  NATURE CORNER   Michael Ryan

Ivy is considered a nuisance 
by some but hailed by others 
as one of the most valuable 
plants for wildlife

A friend rang me to tell me he’d 
been delighted to spot a Holly Blue 
butterfly in his neighbour’s garden 
on the 30th October, dramatically 
late in the year for this particular 
species. 
Even before he said what plant it 
had been feeding on I was able 
to hazard a correct guess. It had 
alighted on an ivy flower. Ivy, in 
almost a total reversal of the normal 
plant cycle, produces berries in 
spring and flowers in autumn, 
making it a very valuable food 
source for butterflies and other pollinators out 
on mild days in late autumn or winter. Holly 
blue butterflies rely on both holly and ivy, 
laying eggs to overwinter on the ivy then the 
butterflies that emerge subsequently lay their 
eggs on holly where the larvae will feed on 
the flowers. 
Although considered a nuisance by some who 
perceive it as a threat to trees many people 
consider ivy one of the most, beneficial plants 
for wildlife. Ivy isn’t a parasite, it clings on to 
trees to increase its body mass and to climb 
higher so it gets more sunlight on its leaves 
not to gain nutrients from the tree. If you 
cut through ivy at the base it will die which 
wouldn’t be the case if it was parasitic and 
deriving sustenance from the tree. When ivy 

Holly Blue butterfly on ivy. Holly blues overwinter on ivy 
then lay eggs on holly in spring.

Female Blackbird feeding on ivy berries in 
March. Ivy is a valuable food source for birds 
since they are one of the few berries available 
then.

A male Long Eared Owl. Ivy provides good 
cover and shelter for them to roost in during 
daylight.

A female Long Eared Owl, this owl and the 
male on the left were both well camouflaged in 
adjacent ivy covered trees.

The Holly Blue and the Ivy

DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   6DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   6 25/11/2021   16:2825/11/2021   16:28



6 7

  NATURE CORNER   Michael Ryan

Ivy is considered a nuisance 
by some but hailed by others 
as one of the most valuable 
plants for wildlife

A friend rang me to tell me he’d 
been delighted to spot a Holly Blue 
butterfly in his neighbour’s garden 
on the 30th October, dramatically 
late in the year for this particular 
species. 
Even before he said what plant it 
had been feeding on I was able 
to hazard a correct guess. It had 
alighted on an ivy flower. Ivy, in 
almost a total reversal of the normal 
plant cycle, produces berries in 
spring and flowers in autumn, 
making it a very valuable food 
source for butterflies and other pollinators out 
on mild days in late autumn or winter. Holly 
blue butterflies rely on both holly and ivy, 
laying eggs to overwinter on the ivy then the 
butterflies that emerge subsequently lay their 
eggs on holly where the larvae will feed on 
the flowers. 
Although considered a nuisance by some who 
perceive it as a threat to trees many people 
consider ivy one of the most, beneficial plants 
for wildlife. Ivy isn’t a parasite, it clings on to 
trees to increase its body mass and to climb 
higher so it gets more sunlight on its leaves 
not to gain nutrients from the tree. If you 
cut through ivy at the base it will die which 
wouldn’t be the case if it was parasitic and 
deriving sustenance from the tree. When ivy 

Holly Blue butterfly on ivy. Holly blues overwinter on ivy 
then lay eggs on holly in spring.

Female Blackbird feeding on ivy berries in 
March. Ivy is a valuable food source for birds 
since they are one of the few berries available 
then.

A male Long Eared Owl. Ivy provides good 
cover and shelter for them to roost in during 
daylight.

A female Long Eared Owl, this owl and the 
male on the left were both well camouflaged in 
adjacent ivy covered trees.

The Holly Blue and the Ivy

18

       
  

   




  
 
  








   

    
 



 


�    �    

Instagram; Facebook
tonyvinespainting Tony Vines Painting Contractors Ltd.

All aspects of Painting and Decorating
professionally carried out

� Wallpapering �  Fully Insured � Free Estimates
01 2820316          086 2593312          info@tonyvines.com

Web site: www.tonyvines.com

71 Upper George’s Street,
Dun Laoghaire

(Beside People’s Park)

A Family run business
providing support with dignity

and understanding

Telephone
(24 Hours):

01 280 1202

sHEAHAN’s fUNErAL HOME LTD.

Private Car Park

Dalkey Nov. 21_Dalkey October 15  21/10/2021  11:32  Page 18

  NATURE CORNER   Michael Ryan

Ivy is considered a nuisance 
by some but hailed by others 
as one of the most valuable 
plants for wildlife

A friend rang me to tell me he’d 
been delighted to spot a Holly Blue 
butterfly in his neighbour’s garden 
on the 30th October, dramatically 
late in the year for this particular 
species. 
Even before he said what plant it 
had been feeding on I was able 
to hazard a correct guess. It had 
alighted on an ivy flower. Ivy, in 
almost a total reversal of the normal 
plant cycle, produces berries in 
spring and flowers in autumn, 
making it a very valuable food 
source for butterflies and other pollinators out 
on mild days in late autumn or winter. Holly 
blue butterflies rely on both holly and ivy, 
laying eggs to overwinter on the ivy then the 
butterflies that emerge subsequently lay their 
eggs on holly where the larvae will feed on 
the flowers. 
Although considered a nuisance by some who 
perceive it as a threat to trees many people 
consider ivy one of the most, beneficial plants 
for wildlife. Ivy isn’t a parasite, it clings on to 
trees to increase its body mass and to climb 
higher so it gets more sunlight on its leaves 
not to gain nutrients from the tree. If you 
cut through ivy at the base it will die which 
wouldn’t be the case if it was parasitic and 
deriving sustenance from the tree. When ivy 

Holly Blue butterfly on ivy. Holly blues overwinter on ivy 
then lay eggs on holly in spring.

Female Blackbird feeding on ivy berries in 
March. Ivy is a valuable food source for birds 
since they are one of the few berries available 
then.

A male Long Eared Owl. Ivy provides good 
cover and shelter for them to roost in during 
daylight.

A female Long Eared Owl, this owl and the 
male on the left were both well camouflaged in 
adjacent ivy covered trees.

The Holly Blue and the Ivy

DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   7DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   7 25/11/2021   16:2825/11/2021   16:28



8 9

Tidy
Towns

18

       
  

   




  
 
  








   

    
 



 


�    �    

Instagram; Facebook
tonyvinespainting Tony Vines Painting Contractors Ltd.

All aspects of Painting and Decorating
professionally carried out

� Wallpapering �  Fully Insured � Free Estimates
01 2820316          086 2593312          info@tonyvines.com

Web site: www.tonyvines.com

71 Upper George’s Street,
Dun Laoghaire

(Beside People’s Park)

A Family run business
providing support with dignity

and understanding

Telephone
(24 Hours):

01 280 1202

sHEAHAN’s fUNErAL HOME LTD.

Private Car Park

Dalkey Nov. 21_Dalkey October 15  21/10/2021  11:32  Page 18

20

  
 








Do you want to sell your car today?
� Moving abroad?
� Getting a company car?
� Over the allowed PCP mileage?
� Working from home?
� Family bereavement?
� Buying a new car?
� Just want to sell?
We buy all makes and models that
are:
� Under 6 years of age
� Less than 120k kms (75k miles)
� Registered in Ireland

Do you want to sell your car today?

We specialise in sports & premium brands
visit www.vectormotors.ie and click on “sell your Car”

or call richie faulkner on 01 901 5755
vECTOr MOTOrs, gOATsTOWN rOAD, DUbLIN 14

Can you help a refugee family
that needs a home?

A family of five need accommodation (any lease term will be considered)
Ideally a three bedroom house with a garden or

outside space
Maximum rent available €2,000 per month

If you can help please email Margie waters.margie@icloud.com
or telephone Miriam 086 8482159

DALKEy  INTER  CHuRCH  MIgRANT  SuppORT  gROup� �
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covered trees fall it’s often because 
they were dead anyway. It defies 
logic that a plant that has grown 
in native forests for thousands of 
years would be a threat to the trees 
themselves.
Portumna Forest Park has thousands 
of healthy trees but it was in a dead, 
ivy covered tree that we discovered 
a Pine Marten’s nest. Ivy’s dense 
cover provides home for many birds 
nests and, being evergreen, the birds 
don’t have to wait till spring or early 
summer for the leaves to appear.

Coincidentally, as I wrote this article, 
I saw that a species of bee which 
feeds almost exclusively on ivy, has 
just arrived in Ireland with the first 
sighting made at the Raven Nature Reserve by 
recorder Jim Kenny on the 12th October 2021. 
The appropriately named Ivy Bee (Colletes 
hederae) emerges late in summer and survives 
till November. Ivy flowers are their preferred 
source for nectar and although if no ivy 

flowers are available they will feed on other 
plants their larvae are almost exclusively 
supplied with ivy pollen. 
They were first recorded in the UK in 2001 
where they arrived from mainland Europe and 
have rapidly spread north and west eventually 
hopping over the Irish Sea to Wexford.

On a sunny October day in 
Waterford we spotted about 10 
Red Admiral butterflies visiting 
this big clump of ivy.

Red Squirrel in ivy. They will also eat ivy berries 
in spring.

Honeybee visiting ivy flowers which appear in 
autumn.

This raven in Emo Court was picking ivy berries then 
carrying them back to feed a juvenile perched nearby.
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All gARDEn woRK
•  Tidy-ups  •  Hedges & Lawns

• pebble gardens

•  Light  Tree Surgery

APPLE GARDEN SERVICES
DALKEY

� 284 0027 / 087 699 4617

Fully insured / Registered Company

ALL WASTE REMOVED  AND 100% RECyCLED
Email: applegardenservices@gmail.com
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Photographs by Michael Ryan & Lucy Desierdo

We’d spent a few hours wandering around 
the splendid woodland of Glenstal Abbey 
a few years ago, so when I saw a YouTube 
documentary previewed on screen called 
Glenstal Abbey Trees I thought it might be 
worth a watch. It certainly was and during it 
I came upon another very articulate advocate 
of the benefits of ivy. 
The film was narrated by a monk from the 
abbey, Br Anthony Keane OSB, who has a 
great  knowledge of the mature and often rare 
trees in the grounds, many of which had been 
collected in Asia and America to be planted 
in what was then a large estate founded by 
the Barrington family.
Br Keane had anecdotes about the history 
of various individual trees and a very great 
empathy with, and appreciation of, them. 
Many of the trees surrounding the abbey, 
which in fact looks like a large medieval 
castle, are impressive giants typical of old 
estates like Douglas Fir, Wellingtonia and 
Cedar trees but there are also many trees 
from China and the Himalayas. I don’t recall 
even hearing of, let alone seeing before, 
many of the trees shown such as Taiwan 
Cryptomeria, Turkish Hazel and Huon Pine. 
He explained how the Magnolia tree 
evolved before bees appeared on earth and is 
pollinated by beetles. He spoke of how the 
sharp scaly leaves of the Monkey Puzzle tree, 
Araucaria araucana, had evolved to protect 
it being eaten by herbivorous dinosaurs 70 
million years ago and it was fascinating to 
learn that the trunk would have been used by 
carnivorous dinosaurs to sharpen their claws 

on, just like cats do, but the resin within the 
trunk would almost instantly heal the deep 
scars they had made in the bark. 
Not all the conifers growing there are mature 
specimens. The abbey is now involved in a 
conifer project in which the Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Edinburgh gives rare species of 
conifers, threatened in the wild, to the abbey 
which now has a nursery to grow these 
species so, it is hoped, they can sometime 
in the future be reintroduced back into their 
native habitats.
Although home to many individual trees 
of many exotic species the majority of the 
woodlands consist of native trees, Ash, 
Hazel, Scots Pine and of course Oak.  
Many of the trees are garlanded with a thick 
covering of ivy and, using a suitably biblical 
metaphor, Br Anthony said some people 
regard ivy as ‘the evil snake in the garden 
signifying neglect and worse..’ 
But that certainly wasn’t his opinion of ivy 
which he thinks actually incites the trees to 
‘pump iron and build up muscle’ becoming 
stronger and more resilient to wind. 
He described ivy as ‘a very precious thing’ 
saying a tree covered with ivy is like a tower 
block humming with activity since it supports 
so much wildlife and, further praising the 
value of ivy for wildlife, he said they had 
noticed that since they’d stopped cutting the 
ivy in the abbey grounds, twenty years ago, 
the bird song has increased immensely.
From a man so knowledgeable and 
appreciative of trees his testament to the 
virtue and value of ivy is high praise indeed.

We’d heard the calls of young Pine Martens, above, in Portumna Forest Park then spotted them 
in a dead, ivy covered, tree from where they climbed down to the ground. Their nest was almost 
certainly among the ivy on that tree.
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documentary previewed on screen called 
Glenstal Abbey Trees I thought it might be 
worth a watch. It certainly was and during it 
I came upon another very articulate advocate 
of the benefits of ivy. 
The film was narrated by a monk from the 
abbey, Br Anthony Keane OSB, who has a 
great  knowledge of the mature and often rare 
trees in the grounds, many of which had been 
collected in Asia and America to be planted 
in what was then a large estate founded by 
the Barrington family.
Br Keane had anecdotes about the history 
of various individual trees and a very great 
empathy with, and appreciation of, them. 
Many of the trees surrounding the abbey, 
which in fact looks like a large medieval 
castle, are impressive giants typical of old 
estates like Douglas Fir, Wellingtonia and 
Cedar trees but there are also many trees 
from China and the Himalayas. I don’t recall 
even hearing of, let alone seeing before, 
many of the trees shown such as Taiwan 
Cryptomeria, Turkish Hazel and Huon Pine. 
He explained how the Magnolia tree 
evolved before bees appeared on earth and is 
pollinated by beetles. He spoke of how the 
sharp scaly leaves of the Monkey Puzzle tree, 
Araucaria araucana, had evolved to protect 
it being eaten by herbivorous dinosaurs 70 
million years ago and it was fascinating to 
learn that the trunk would have been used by 
carnivorous dinosaurs to sharpen their claws 

on, just like cats do, but the resin within the 
trunk would almost instantly heal the deep 
scars they had made in the bark. 
Not all the conifers growing there are mature 
specimens. The abbey is now involved in a 
conifer project in which the Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Edinburgh gives rare species of 
conifers, threatened in the wild, to the abbey 
which now has a nursery to grow these 
species so, it is hoped, they can sometime 
in the future be reintroduced back into their 
native habitats.
Although home to many individual trees 
of many exotic species the majority of the 
woodlands consist of native trees, Ash, 
Hazel, Scots Pine and of course Oak.  
Many of the trees are garlanded with a thick 
covering of ivy and, using a suitably biblical 
metaphor, Br Anthony said some people 
regard ivy as ‘the evil snake in the garden 
signifying neglect and worse..’ 
But that certainly wasn’t his opinion of ivy 
which he thinks actually incites the trees to 
‘pump iron and build up muscle’ becoming 
stronger and more resilient to wind. 
He described ivy as ‘a very precious thing’ 
saying a tree covered with ivy is like a tower 
block humming with activity since it supports 
so much wildlife and, further praising the 
value of ivy for wildlife, he said they had 
noticed that since they’d stopped cutting the 
ivy in the abbey grounds, twenty years ago, 
the bird song has increased immensely.
From a man so knowledgeable and 
appreciative of trees his testament to the 
virtue and value of ivy is high praise indeed.

We’d heard the calls of young Pine Martens, above, in Portumna Forest Park then spotted them 
in a dead, ivy covered, tree from where they climbed down to the ground. Their nest was almost 
certainly among the ivy on that tree.
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EMAIL Us AT: jsMYTHsTUDIOs@gMAIL.COM

WE ArE A fAMILY COMpANY WITH OvEr 30 YEArs Of ExpErIENCE.
WE OffEr sKILLED CrAfTsMANsHIp

TO THE pEOpLE Of
DALKEY AND sUrrOUNDs.

WE prOfEssIONALLY rEsTOrE ANTIqUE, pErIOD
AND CONTEMpOrArY fUrNITUrE.

WE ALsO CUsTOM bUILD CAbINETs AND TAbLEs.
CALL jOHN fOr A frEE EsTIMATE WITH NO ObLIgATION
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Sunday Services for November
Every Sunday: 9.00am Holy Communion (Rite I)
7th November: 10.15am Holy Communion
14th November: 10.15am All Age Service
21st November: 10.15am Holy Communion
28th November: 10.15am Morning Prayer

As the situation may change at short notice please check our website for
all the latest details.
Our Lady’s Manor – The Eucharist will be celebrated in Our Lady’s
Manor on the 9th and the 23rd of the month. An updated leaflet entitled
‘Pastoral Care Information for Residents & Their Families’ is available from the Parish
office or from reception in the Manor. The leaflet gives details of service times, some
prayers for personal use and contact details for the chaplain. 
Book Club – Our Book Club will meet on Zoom on Friday 3rd December at 8.00pm. Our
book for November has yet to be chosen, but if you check our parish website, it will have
the information as soon as it is available. If you would like to join the Book Club you
would be very welcome to do so; simply email the Parish Office, and details will be sent to
you nearer the time of the meeting.  
Centering prayer – A group of us meets for Centering Prayer by Zoom at 7pm every
Monday evening. If you would like to join us please contact the Parish Office or Carol
Casey at carolflylikeabird@gmail.com and we will gladly send you the Zoom link. We sit
and pray together in silence. A subtle energy arises by praying together in this way. We help
one another into a greater awareness of God’s presence with us.  
St. patrick’s National School – A copy of the School’s Admission Policy and application
forms for admission for 2022/23 is available as follows from 2nd November 2021.
Available to download at http://www.stpatricksnsdalkey.ie/ or on request by emailing:
dbradley@stpatricks2.ie or writing to: St. Patrick’s N.S. Harbour Rd, Dalkey, Co. Dublin.
The school will commence accepting applications for admission on 2nd November 2021.
The school shall cease accepting applications for admission on 24th November 2021 at
2.00pm. The date by which applicants will be notified of the decision on their application is
3rd December 2021.
Dalkey Inter-Church Migrant Support group – At present the Inter-Church Group is
supporting a Syrian family who have settled in the area. They must shortly vacate the
property they have had the use of since arrival, and the support group is helping in the
search for somewhere suitable. We are looking for a three-bedroomed house or flat, ideally
within driving range of Sallynoggin (for the children’s school), with a garden or outside
space (which would be particularly beneficial for the five-year old girl and the dad, who is
gardening a little piece of ground in the grounds of where they are currently resident). Rent
up to €2000 per month. If anyone has any contacts who rent a property, or who might need
a property looked after, please get in touch with the Parish Office.
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NEWS  FROM   ST.  pATRICK’S  CHuRCH ��

AN gARDA SíOCHáNA
gARDA CLINICS

Services have been cancelled for the present. 
gardaí can be contacted at Dun Laoghaire garda Station

TELEpHONE:
01- 6665000 OR
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ASK THE PHARMACIST – LYME DISEASE

Q.I have a bite on my leg from an insect. How do I know if it is a tick and if I should be 
checked for Lyme disease?

A. Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that is 
transmitted by being bitten by an infected tick. 
Not every tick carries Lyme disease as only ticks 
that have bitten an infected animal can cause 
infection. But it is advisable to remove all ticks as 
soon as they are discovered and to monitor for any 
rash or symptoms of Lyme disease.

Most people who develop Lyme disease present 
with a circular red skin rash around the tick 
bite. This rash can appear up to 3 months after 
getting bitten but most appear in the first 4 weeks. 
However not everyone with Lyme disease will get 
the rash. If the rash appears it looks like a bull’s eye on a dart board and the skin will be red 
with slightly raised edges. 

Early symptoms of Lyme disease may present as flu like with high temperatures, feeling 
hot and shivery, headaches, muscle and joint pain and tiredness.

Lyme disease is difficult to diagnose as it presents with similar symptoms to other illnesses 
and a rash is not always present. Blood tests are used to confirm Lyme disease but are not 
always accurate and may need to be repeated.

Lyme disease is treated with antibiotics and this is normally sufficient to treat the infection.

Finding and removing ticks is the most effective way to prevent developing Lyme disease. 
High risk areas for tick bites are grassy and wooded areas. Check your skin, your children’s 
and pets skin when you have been outdoors.

To remove a tick use a fine tipped tweezers or special tick remover tool. Grasp the tick as 
close to the skin as possible and slowly pull upwards taking care not to squeeze or crush the 
tick. Dispose of the tick and wash the area with antiseptic or soap and water. Nothing else is 
needed unless you start to feel unwell. Wearing long clothing when out walking in grassy 
and wooded areas can help to avoid exposed skin for tick bites but it is still important to 
check once you are home.

If you have any concern you might have Lyme disease contact your GP.

If you have any questions you would like answered please email us on 

maxwell.dalkey@gmail.com and put Dalkey Newsletter in the message subject line.

13
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YOUR EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE MATTER 
A Guide to your Competency Based Interview

Get the right role, with the right skills and 
knowledge. Kate T. Lawler’s new book shows  

you how in clearly defined, simple stages. 

“Who better to learn from than Kate Lawler 
of Potential Achieved, whose skills, talents 
and knowledge have helped so many to be 
successful.” 

MICHAEL E. DALY � CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED AUTHOR 
OF THE SIX TRAITS OF SELF-LEADERSHIP

www.katetlawler.com www.potentialachieved.ie

DUBRAY BOOKS, Dunlaoghaire; DALKEY NEWS; 

AMAZON.CO.UK; and from our websites.
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CAREER CORNER - COMPLETING AN APPLICATION

The key message here is…read the document from beginning to end before you begin to 
answer any question. Read the information document if one comes with it.
Remember, this application might stay on your file in this company or organisation for quite 
a long time. Make sure that it is something you will still be proud to see in 20 years’ time. It 
might also form the basis of a reference you will ask the company for in the future. 
Always tell the truth. Do not make up information or experience. People are always found 
out. By the same token, and this is true of the interview as well, it is none of the Interview 
Panel’s business what you don’t know. Do not volunteer information that shows you in a bad 
light.
The application form should give information on the role itself, the personal attributes 
required as well as what is desirable.
Give your experience in reverse chronological order (recent experience first). In your 
experience reference projects which show that you match the requirements of the role and 
personal qualities. Make it easy on the reader to see where you match their needs. Your 
application form will get you to the interview. Some people say I will wait until the interview 
to tell them a particular experience. Please do not do this. Give as much information as you 
can in the application form. Remember, you continue to gain skills and knowledge every 
day so that, when you get to the interview, you can reference recent experience.  
The company might have a list of questions you are asked to answer. Check whether these 
are general questions about your experience, why you want the job, what you know about 
the company etc. Or they could be questions based upon the competencies for the job. 
Check these out before you start answering anything.
Next Time: The interview (Expert insights by Kate T Lawler, author of ‘Your Experience & 
Expertise Matter - A Guide to Your Competency Based Interview’)

Jamie – All Electrical Works     0872346420 or 01 5373207
Dave- Solar Panels     085-8512003

info@carraherelectricals.ie     www.carraherelectrical.ie

January + February Special Offer!!
10% off all Collingwood Products - Flood Lights, 

Garden Lights and LED Spotlights 
Call for free quotation 

The Management & staff at

CARRAHER ELECTRICAL
would like to thank all our customers 

for their continued support throughout 2021.
May you and your family enjoy a

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
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HAMMOND & ASSOCIATES 
SOLICITORS & NOTARIES PUBLIC

23 Upper Albert Road, Glenageary, Co. Dublin

SPECIAL RATES ON:
• Residential Property Sales and Purchases From €2,000 per transaction in total
• Re-Mortgaging €1,400 in total
• Wills
• Probate
• Enduring powers of attorney
PRINCIPAL: Ms. Leslie Hammond

PHONE: +353-1-2800990
FAX: +353-1-2800882
EMAIL: info@hammond.ie

Dalkey Nov. 21_Dalkey October 15  21/10/2021  11:32  Page 16

Nail & Beauty salon, 
located within a peaceful courtyard

 on the Dalkey main street

From everyone @L.Y.N - Love Your Nails, we wish all of our friends
and customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

L . Y . N

L o v e  Y o u r  N a i l s
D a l k e y

No. 6, The Courtyard, 19 Castle Street, Dalkey

L.Y.N-Love Your Nails-Dalkey Beauty salon

L.Y.N_Loveyournails_Dalkey

089 227 8512
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Although some restrictions on public 
meetings and indoor gatherings have 
been lifted, the following events are 
being held online, via Zoom - donation/
charge may apply, or in-person - in the 
case of societies which have resumed 
in-person lectures, advance booking 
may be required so check their web-site 
or email them for entry requirements 
before travelling to a lecture.
December 2021
Wednesday 1st at 7.30pm: The Old 
Dublin Society will host ‘Fact and 
Fiction: Arthur Griffith’s leadership of the 
Treaty Talks’ by Colum Kenny - free - 
email: registerwitholddublinsociety@
gmail.com by 2 pm that day to receive a 
link to it.
At 8pm: The Rathmichael Historical 
Society will host ‘A Book and a Bell: 
Glendalough on the Morning of May 15th 

1106’ by Mary Kelly - log onto www.
rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie/ for 
further information.
Friday 3rd at 8pm: The Military 
History Society of Ireland will host ‘A 
Cork Philhellene: Sir Richard Church and 
the Greek War of Independence 1821-
1832’ by Enrique Rodriguez - book via 
Eventbrite.
Monday 6th at 7.30pm: The Offaly 
Historical & Archaeological Society 
will host ‘Making men pay: the financial 
support of illegitimate children in Ireland 
1800-1957’ by Professor Maria Ludd - 
access via info@offalyhistory.com/
Tuesday 7th at 8pm: Malahide 
Historical Society will host ‘The Fagans 
of Feltrim’ by Eamon Madden - log onto: 
malahideheritage.ie to obtain a link.
Thursday 9th at 8pm: Kilmacud-
Stillorgan Local History Society will 
host ‘Audio Recording of the War of 

Independence from the National Folklore 
Collection, UCD’ by Criostóir Mac 
Cartháig, in Glenalbyn, Stillorgan 
- advance booking required as the 
number of attendees is limited.

January 2022
Wednesday 5th at 8pm: The 
Rathmichael Historical Society 
will hold its AGM - - log onto www.
rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie/  for 
further information.
Tuesday 11th at 8pm: Foxrock 
Local History Club will host a Short 
Talk: ‘The history of Christ Church 
lands in and around Deansgrange’ 
by Martin McCarthy - mail: info@
foxrocklocalhistory.ie/ for further 
information.
At 8pm: Malahide Historical Society 
will host ‘The Coast Watchers: Neutral 
Ireland’s Second World War frontline, 
1939-45’ by Dr. Michael Kennedy - log 
onto malahideheritage.ie to obtain 
further information
Thursday 13th at 8pm: Kilmacud-Stillorgan 
Local History Society will host ‘From the 
Grand Canal to the Dodder: Illustrious 
Lives’ by Beatrice Doran in Glenalbyn, 
Stillorgan - advance booking required as 
the number of attendees is limited. 
Friday 14th at 8pm: The Military History 
Society of Ireland will host ‘Dunkirk 
and Normandy: Irish Regiments in N.W. 
Europe, 1940-44’ by Gavin Hughes 
in Griffith College, Dublin 8. Check 
the Society’s web-site for up to date 
information.
Tuesday 18th at 8pm: Foxrock Local 
History Club will host a long talk 
‘Beyond 2022 - The National Archives’ 
by Ciaran Wallace - email: info@
foxrocklocalhistory.ie for further 
information

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY LECTURES DEC2021 & JAN 2022
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The Dalkey Kyber Pass Train Crash - 
November 16th 1979

The formal accident investigation held on 
April 15th 1980 concluded that the cause 
of the accident at Dalkey that day was due 
to the 8.27am ex Bray Up [to Dublin] train 
running at such a speed that its driver, 
when he became aware of an obstruction 
on the line ahead, could not stop his train 
[in time] before it was in collision with the 
rear of the 8.17am. Up train which was 
standing at the Dalkey Up Outer Home 
Signal.

The investigation revealed that a Dalkey 
signal control cable to this signal had 
snapped through fair wear and tear shortly 
before the accident, causing this signal to 
automatically revert to the danger position 
and that the crash happened while Dalkey 
station staff and the train crew were 
initiating the procedures to enable the 
train to pass a signal displaying danger.

It also emerged that the 8.27am train had 
departed from Killiney Station while the 
starting signal was still at danger and that 
station staff were unable to alert the driver 
or the train guard to this fact. Although 
a ‘runaway train’ message was sent by 
Killiney signal box to the Dalkey signal 
box, it was not received in time to be acted 
on to prevent the collision.

It was also determined that the 8.27am 
train was travelling at 35 m.p.h. at the time 
of the collision on a portion of the track 
where the maximum speed limit was 30 
m.p.h. due to a severe curve.

Publications
‘Dún Laoghaire Borough Historical Society 
Journal, No. 31, 2022’, produced by the  
Editorial Committee of Mona O’Donnell, 
Seamus O’Connor, Anna Scudds, Colin 
Scudds, and Maria Hayes,  published by 
the Society, pb, 76 pages, ills, ISSN 0791-
360, €7. 

Dalkey features  in several of the articles 
in this issue of the journal including ‘The 
Queen’s, Dalkey’ by Colin Scudds; ‘Memories 
of the Cliff Castle Hotel’, ‘Bullock Harbour’ 
and ‘Dalkey Musical Society’ by Ann Scully 
(née Martin);  and ‘Dalkey’s  First National 
School’ by Dermot O’Riordan.  Other 
articles in this publication are ‘Vaccination 
1940s Style’ by Mary Grogan; ‘Did you notice?  
- the Recycled Stone at Seapoint’ and ‘Did 
you notice? - Bollards’ by Seamus Cannon; 
‘Autographs’ by Stephanie Batt; ‘Bass Raids 
in Dun Laoghaire, 1933’  and ‘Advertisement 
for Irish Customs  Dun Laoghaire Pier, 1922’ 
by Brian Smith; ‘Pencil-Borne Tuberculosis’ 
by Matilda McPhail; ‘Keep to the right when 
walking’ and ‘Maritime Kingstown, January 
& February 1905’ by James Scannell; ‘Paddy 
Moran - Executed  for Ireland’ by May 
Moran; ‘Dancing Days in Dun Laoghaire in 
the 1949s, 1950s and 1960s’ by Anna Scudds; 
‘Sporting and Leisure Activities, Kingstown 
1830-1890’ by Maria Hayes; ‘Robert Weir, 
grocer early 1900s’ by John McKee; ‘The 
Old Ship’ by Henry Austin; ‘James Higgins, 
29 Patrick Street’ and ‘Disappearing Dun 
Laoghaire: Walter Doyle, 37 Lower Georges 
Street’ and ‘Cover of the Catalogue  for Dun 
Laoghaire Week, 1978’ by Colin Scudds; 
and ‘Joshus Harrison Hargrave’ by Vincent 
Delaney. 

Copies are available from Easons, 
DuBray Books and other outlets in Dun 
Laoghaire, €7, or by post from the Society 
at €11.50 Ireland, and €12.50 Rest of the 
World - write to the Hon Secretary, Dun 
Laoghaire Borough Historical Society, 7 
Northumberland Park, Dun Laoghaire, 
Co. Dublin. Back issues of Nos. 25 to 29 
also available. 

Further information available on the 
Society’s Website:

www.dunloghairehistorical.com
and on Facebook.

James Scannell 
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WAS JESUS BORN IN BETHLEHEM?

Matthew and Luke composed the birth stories perhaps as much as eighty years after the 
event. They were writing from the perspective of the faith that developed after Jesus’ death. 
They had become convinced he was alive again and that he was their long-expected Messiah 
and their Saviour. They studied their Hebrew Scriptures to see what might have been written 
in connection with a restoration of the fortunes of the Jewish nation, especially if a Saviour 
figure or a Messiah was mentioned.
Look at Matthew’s account first. In terms of the literary techniques of what’s called Midrashic 
creation, he produced a good story. Jesus’ father Joseph was modelled on the Joseph of 
the book of Genesis who was a well-known dreamer and interpreter of dreams. According 
to Matthew, Jesus’ father similarly received messages from God through his dreams. In 
Matthew’s story, Bethlehem was their home, and it was only much later that Joseph and 
Mary went to settle with their son in Nazareth. Why did Matthew write that their home 
was Bethlehem? It wasn’t for historical reasons, but for his theological purposes. He was 
explaining his belief that Jesus was the anointed one, the Messiah, of Israel’s tribal God. He 
was the descendent of King David, whose home town had been Bethlehem. He was linking 
Jesus with ideas about how their God would restore Israel’s fortunes, as expressed by the 
visionaries in their Hebrew Scriptures. The new kingdom would be independent and free 
like David’s of old.
There is much more to Matthew’s use of themes from the history of his people as found in 
their Scriptures. For example, there was the fictional journey of the wise men who followed 
the guiding star and who represented the Gentile nations coming to pay homage to Israel’s 
deliverer. That is drawn from the book of Isaiah chapter 60. Then there was the family’s 
flight to Egypt and their eventual return, drawn from Hosea chapter 11 - another part of 
Matthew’s Hebrew Scriptures. None of this is taken to be historical by liberal scholars. 
These are fictional stories used to put over a theological point of view.
On the other hand, in Luke’s gospel, Joseph hardly features and there are no dreams. Instead 
angels are used as communicators for divine messages of which Mary is the recipient. 
The visits of angels were the main alternative to messages received in dreams in the Jews’ 
religious stories. Mary’s special song of praise, The Magnificat, is closely modelled according 
to Midrashic techniques on the prayer of Hannah in the book of Samuel in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Some would call that plagiarism today; in fact, it was an accepted practice in 
those days.
In contrast to Matthew, Luke wrote that Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth. Luke explained 
that they had to travel to Bethlehem for a population census, which the Romans had ordered 
to be undertaken. Historically, despite what Luke maintained, men did not travel to their 
ancestral homes for these purposes. As you can guess, Luke wanted a reason for why Jesus 
would be born in Bethlehem. In his story of Jesus’ birth, you’ll find that there are some 
Aramaic speaking angels, or perhaps angels are all multi-lingual, who appear to astonished 
shepherds out on the hillside. They give them the breaking news of a Saviour’s birth. In this 
way, Luke tells the reader who he believes Jesus is. As in Matthew’s gospel, fictional stories 
are used to put across the claims of religious faith.
Jesus was a Galilean from Nazareth, a village near Sepphoris, one of the two major cities of 
Galilee (Tiberias was the other). He was born to Joseph and Mary sometime between 6 BCE 
and shortly before the death of Herod the Great (Matthew 2; Luke 1:5) in 4 BCE.

Andrew Furlong
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For almost 200 years St. Vincent de Paul has been  
supporting communities throughout Ireland including 

Dalkey. Now, more than ever, we need your help.

Covid-19 and the economic impacts are ruinous for  
many families and we must do what we can to assist them.

There are many ways you can contribute to the work  
of St. Vincent de Paul in Dalkey:

■ In early December Loreto school are, once again, 
assisting us in delivering an appeal to all the 
households in Dalkey

■ We have a fundraising page  
where you can donate online at:  
http://www.svp.ie/AssumptionDalkeyAppeal

■ There are collection envelopes in the Church of 
the Assumption on Castle St. which visitors to 
the church can use to drop a donation safely in 
thesecure box nearby.

We represent you as we respond to requests for help.  
Please support us as much as you can.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

I refer to your September edition and your 
column “A Stroll along Coliemore Road” 
in which you refer to “Rarc-An-Ilan”. I was 
surprised that you did not mention The Sea 
Mine explosion which occurred in the mid-
1940s.

This mine floated on to the rocks and 
exploded below Rarc-An-Ilan causing damage to the house and also to 
lots of properties on Coliemore Road and up to Dalkey town. Most of the 
damage was broken windows.

I remember it well as I lived on Coliemore Road at that time – not far 
from Rarc-An-Ilan. It happened in the middle of the night and the huge 
explosion woke all of my family. I was then twelve years of age.

Patrick O’Brien

REFLECTION FOR DECEMBER
Advent: The arrival of a notable person or thing. The first season of the 

Church year, leading up to Christmas and including the preceding four 
Sundays. As children we had an advent calendar which had twenty 

five little doors/windows. With great excitement we were allowed 
to open one - and only one- each day and to think about what 
it revealed from Mary and Joseph getting ready for a journey 
right up to being on a donkey and looking for room at an inn. 
It was exciting, special and created a real sense of anticipation 
and promise. I now despair at the commercial nature of ‘the 

Advent calendars’. They started some years ago with a chocolate 
in each ‘little box’ followed recently by a different cheese in each; to 

a perfumed item and this year a miniature bottle of Prosecco in 
each. All of course without any indication or mention of the 
anniversary of the Advent of the Saviour. Let us not forget the 
true meaning of Christmas and share it as widely as we can 
with those around us. May the peace of Christmas be with you.

These days of course get colder and we don’t know what weather 
we will encounter as the days go by. However cold it is we have 
(or have we yet) planted some flower bulbs, again in anticipation of 
better days…. as the adage goes: When Winter comes can spring be far behind?

John T Murphy

1940’s Naval Sea Mine - Wikipedia
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Dalkey Carpentry services
� 1st & 2nd Fix Carpentry service 
� Kitchens and Wardrobes Fitted 
� Solid and Laminate Flooring 
� Home Offices and Storage
� Bespoke Cabinet Making 
� Joinery 
� Free Quotations 
� Fully insured and Qualified 
� 20 Years Experience 
� Local Tradesman 
Contact. Daniel O’Connor  
Mob . 0834562665
Email.
d.n.oconnor1979@gmail.com

www.dnoconnor1979.wixsite.com/carpenter

We cover all your electrical needs including
re-wires, time switches, energy efficient LED lighting, garden sockets & lights,

security lighting, fuseboards and emergency call outs
Fully insured for your peace of mind

up to €3000 grants available for SOLAR PV systems. SEAI approved for grants. Get Free Electricity

CARRAHER ELECTRICAL

Jamie  - All Electrical Works Dave - Solar Panels
087 2346420 or 01 5373207 085-8512003 
info@carraherelectrical.ie www.carraherelectrical.ie

www.rockoconstruction.com
087-1958009 / 087-1951265
rockoconstruction@yahoo.com

�� Attic Conversions �� Extensions �� renovations
�� House builds
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“Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you: 

But when the leaves hang trembling, 
The wind is passing through.

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither you nor I: 

But when the trees bow down their heads, 
The wind is passing by.

Christina Georgina Rossetti 
Welcome back readers! Restrictions are 
finally easing and that means more and 
more happening in Dalkey Library and 
around Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown. 

From Monday 20 September, in line with 
new Government guidelines and public 
health advice, we have continued to re-open 
library services in a gradual and measured 
way:

•	We have begun re-introducing PC Spaces 
for internet access and some seating on a 
phased basis, in a safe and gradual manner

•	We have begun re-introducing Study 
Spaces on a phased basis, in a safe and 
gradual manner.

•	Face coverings remain mandatory in 
library spaces at this time.

Newspapers have been reintroduced 
gradually Branches have also started to 
make magazines available again.

Stillorgan Village Library is now OPEN!
S t i l l o r g a n 
Library is being 
r e d e v e l o p e d . 
While the new 
library is being 
built, there is a 
pop-up Stillorgan 
Village Library 
upstairs in the 
Stillorgan Village 

shopping centre, which will deliver all 
core library services, including access 
to book stock and request services, 
some study spaces, a children’s section; 
with incorporated sensory elements 

into the space, PC’s, printing/scanning, 
newspaper access, and friendly, helpful 
customer service!
Location of new library: 
Unit J, Stillorgan village shopping centre,
Dublin, A94PR90
(on the first floor, beside Peter Marks)

Alright on the Night exhibition

22 October 2021 – 31 January 2022

dlrLexIcon: Level 3 until 30 Nov,  
Level 4 until 31 Jan

This fascinating exhibition which was 
launched on Friday 22nd October with An 
Cathaoirleach Cllr. Lettie McCarthy and 
dramatist Bernard Farrell celebrates the 
work of Anne Makower and Christopher 
Fitz-Simon in theatre, opera, television and 
radio.

Both worked in RTÉ from the earliest 
days, Christopher initiated such iconic 
series as Tolka Row, and Anne produced 
most of the classical music programmes 
throughout her extensive career 
whilst juggling her other career as a 
soprano in recitals, oratorio and opera. 
Christopher held executive positions at the 
Abbey Theatre, the Irish Theatre Company 
and the Lyric Theatre, Belfast.  He has 
lectured on Irish theatre in ten countries on 
four continents and has published widely 
on the theatre in Ireland. The exhibition 
includes a recent interview with poet and 
playwright Vincent Woods.
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WHAT’S ON IN DALKEY LIBRARY!
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•   Top Quality Winter Grade - Home Heating Oil - Kerosene
•   Same Day Delivery Service
•   Prompt Personal Attention
•   Keen Competitive Prices
•   Mini Tanker Available for Narrow

Entrances

McCabes Oil
sELECT sTOrEs, DALKEY

Your Local Home Heating Oil Distributor

Telephone:
285 9611

086 8138545
Mon. - sat.

8a.m. - 8p.m.•   Full range of Smokeless Coal,
Anthracites, Turf, Logs & BriquettesALSO
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The Community Time Machine project
The ‘Time Machine’ is an age-friendly, cross-
generational neighbourhood time capsule 
project which connects communities across 
the country, supported by local County 
Councils, Creative Ireland, Age Friendly 
Ireland and the Department of Rural & 
Community Development.

We are inviting community members to 
act as organisers for this exciting project! 
The role of community organisers is to 
gather a group of young people, aged 12 – 
18, to interview senior members of their 
community over the phone. The interviews 
give both participants a valuable opportunity 
to learn from each other and connect with 
their community.

Each teenager that takes part is invited to 
create something based on the conversation 
they had with their partner. That could 
be anything at all, such as, a painting, a 
photograph or a poem, the sky is the limit! 
The final pieces will be exhibited on this 
website as part of the Community Time 
Machine digital archive.

We are currently seeking communities 
in the following counties to get involved; 
Meath, Westmeath, Clare, Donegal, Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown, Cavan, Kilkenny, 
Longford and Kildare. To get involved as a 
community organiser simply register your 
interest below and we will be in touch!

Joining your Library 
Library membership is completely free of 
charge for everyone in every library in the 
country.

In order to join the library, you need 
to complete an application form, 
either online or in person at the library. 
If you choose to submit the form online, 
you need to visit any library and produce 
photographic identification (who you are) 
and proof of current address (where you 
live) to activate your membership. You can 
join at any age. 

Children and young people under the age 
of eighteen years must get the permission 
of a parent or guardian to join the library. 
Parents/guardians are responsible for their 
children in the library, their children’s 
selections and use of library materials and 
services, including access to the Internet.

Have you used our dlr Libraries app?
As well as brilliant features such as keeping 
track of the whole family’s library cards and 
loans in one place on your phone, we now 
have a great new function. You can now 
use the app to self-issue and self-return 
your own items with your smart phone, 
perfect for when you are on the go or if you 
wish to avoid interactions with self-service 
machines or library staff at this time. 

As always our online services are 
available to all members of the library and 
include eBooks, online learning courses, 
eMagazines, language learning, music 
streaming, newspapers and reference 
databases.

A reminder too that library membership is 
completely free of charge for everyone, and 
membership will give you access to every 
library in the country. 

Last month, we continued to re-open our 
library services in a gradual and measured 
way. This included study spaces and 
computer use, as well as seating. Study & 
Internet PC spaces remain limited due to 
ongoing social distancing guidelines.

For more information on available spaces, 
please contact your local dlr Library. 
Alternatively, for more information on 
any of the above, you can always call us 
on 01-2855277 or get in touch via email  
dalkeylib@dlrcoco.ie 

Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Opening Hours:

Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 
10am – 1pm & 2pm – 5pm

Tue, Thu 
1.15pm – 8pm
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Merry 
Christmas!

Wishing you all
safety, happiness and
wellness this winter

season!

 

 
We are your local team of professional caregivers here

in Dalkey. We offer all kinds of support depending on
what matters to you, including personal care,

companionship, home from hospital support, dementia
care, and wellbeing support and more, please get in

touch to dicuss how we can help. 
 

Call Aoife on 085 252 76564
 info@tgcc.ie  www.tgcc.ie

 
 
 

We are Ireland's first not
for profit carer
cooperative,

We put people first! 
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all makes of cars.
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collection and

delivery service.
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS-WEEKS 41-45 2021    11/10/2021 - 12/11/2021
The material in the Planning Section of the newsletter is based entirely on data taken from Dun 
laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s website. If you are concerned about a particular item it 
is strongly recommended that you examine the relevant file in the Council’s offices.
Due to variation in the publication dates by Dún laoghaire Rathdown County Council, please 
note that the deadline for planning observations/objections may have lapsed when it is read in 
the Dalkey newsletter. 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0180 Application Rec’d Date: 04-Mar-2021
Applicant Name & Location: William & Niamh Robb, Fairlawn House, Saval Park Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin RPS No: 1535
Proposal: Retention permission for development. The development consists of Retention 
permission for: (i) the construction of a 34 sqm partially concealed storage shed to the west 
if the existing dwelling. (ii) the erection of a perimeter timber privacy screen to the inside 
of the west and south-west boundaries. (iii) All associated site works.
Application Type: Permission for Retention Additional Information: 15-Oct-2021

Reg. Ref. D21A/0501 Application Rec’d Date: 01-Jun-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Conor & Heather Lonergan, 2 Tower Hill, Harbour Road, 
Dalkey, County Dublin
Proposal: Permission for the following, including all associated site-works: a) Alterations 
to the front boundary including widening the vehicular entrance, relocating the pedestrian 
entrance, raising the front granite wall height and removing the railings. The proposed 
gates will be of hardwood. b) The provision of an additional off-street car-parking space 
to the existing driveway. c) Removing a section of the stone wing-wall to the granite steps 
leading to the front door and its replacement with a decorative railing to match the opposite 
side.
Application Type: Permission Additional Information: 12-Oct-2021

Reg. Ref. D21A/0900 Application Rec’d Date: 14-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Enda Nolan and Aisling Curley, 35, Gosworth Park, Glenageary, 
Co Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for the conversion of the existing garage with new flat roof 
and external canopy over new extended entrance area to the front of the existing dwelling 
and widening of existing vehicular entrance onto Gosworth Park and all ancillary site works 
to facilitate development. Retention permission is also sought for 1 no. ground floor window 
opening to the side of the existing dwelling
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0616 Application Rec’d Date: 01-Jul-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Brendan Seaver, Odessa, Ardeevin Road, Dalkey, Co Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for the demolition of the existing single storey pitched roof 
return to the rear, single storey bay windows to the side and front and the removal of the 
first floor pitched roof and dormers and construction of a first floor flat roof extension etc.
Application Type: Permission Additional Information: 21-Oct-2021

Reg. Ref. D21A/0907 Application Rec’d Date: 19-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Briege and Brian Coe, Ardan, Ardbrugh Road, Dalkey, Co. 
Dublin, A96 TC62
Proposal: Permission for development. The development will consist of the following 
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works to the existing two storey detached three bedroom dwelling: - Construction of a new 
two storey rear extension with flat roof with two rooflights above to the rear of the existing 
house; - An attic conversion with new roof lights to the rear and to the east of the revised 
roof to the existing internal floor layout at ground and first floor level; - Construction of a 
new single storey garage to the front of the property with separate external doors and with 
glazed link to existing house at lower ground level;  and - Modifications and widening of 
the existing vehicular entrance off Ardbrugh Road to being 3.5m in width, as well as all 
ancillary site development works.
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0909 Application Rec’d Date: 18-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Paul Dillon and Sophie McGirr, Koti, Cunningham Road, 
Dalkey, Co Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for the refurbishment and extension of the existing dwelling. 
Works to include ; A. Demolition of existing first floor level and roof structure and the 
construction of a replacement first floor structure and a new second floor structure. B. 
Alterations to the existing elevations at basement and ground floor level. C. Extension of the 
existing basement and first floor structures. D. Provision of new external terraces to the front 
and the rear of the property at  ground, first and second floor level. E. Reconfiguration of 
entrance steps and associated landscaping works to the front, rear and sides of the property
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0916 Application Rec’d Date: 18-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Keith and Catherine Watson, 4a, St. Begnet’s Villas, Dalkey, Co 
Dublin
Proposal: Retention/permission for development at this site. The retention development 
will consist of (a) Retention of variations to original approved planning application Register 
Reference D98A/0391, (b) Retention of single storey rear conservatory extension and 
ancillary site works, (c) Retention of existing single-storey store to the side of the existing 
dwelling for the storage of bicycles, (d) And we also intend to apply for permission to 
complete the existing single-storey store referenced in (c) above
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0920 Application Rec’d Date: 19-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Rotorua Limited, c. 01495 Ha site at 92 Coliemore Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Proposal: Permission for development. The proposed development will consist of: the 
removal of the existing pitched and flat roof, selected internal walls, existing stone 
entrance stair, partial removal of the existing boundary wall (to facilitate a new access) 
and demolition of 49 sq m of floor area. The development will include the construction 
of extensions at ground, first and second floor levels which will create a more functional 
layout and will also include a garden room and new garage. The proposed development will 
result in an increase of gross floor area from 300 sq m to 405 sq m, in addition to a garage 
(57 sq m) and a garden room (40 sq m). The development will increase the ridge height if the 
dwelling by 0.47m (from +28.03OD to +28.50OD). The development will also comprise: the 
extinguishment of the existing vehicular access to No. 92 Coliemore Road, the creation of a 
new vehicular access/egress, repositioning and upgrades to the entrance laneway; terraces; 
boundary treatments; hard and soft landscaping; and all other associated site works above 
and below ground.
Application Type: Permission 
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Reg. Ref. D21A/0927 Application Rec’d Date: 20-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Michael & Mary McLaughlin, Island View, Beulah Court, 
Harbour Road, Dalkey, Dublin, A96HE27
Proposal: Permission for development at this site. The development will consist of: The 
alteration of the existing front porch, extension to the north-east facing elevation, provision 
of a new garden store room on the south-west facing elevation, removal and replacement 
of an existing chimney
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21A/0931 Application Rec’d Date: 20-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: John Sheridan, Saint Germans, Vico Road, Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Proposal: Permission for a new flat roof, 4 bedroom, two-storey, contemporary dwelling and 
all ancillary site works including terraces, access road, on site parking, landscaping, and 
associated drainage works.  The proposal is located to the rear of and within the curtilage of 
a Protected Structure and is accessed from Torca Road, where a new vehicular entrance is 
proposed.  It is also proposed that the existing boundary wall to Torca Road is to be repaired 
and raised in height to form a guardrail.  The application is similar to and an amendment of 
the previously approved planning application reg ref: D17A/0995 and D15A/0730.
Application Type: Permission 

Reg. Ref. D21B/0579 Application Rec’d Date: 21-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Derval Hooper, 2, Wolverton Glen, Glenageary, Dublin, 
A96H9D9
Proposal: Permission for development at this site.  The development will consist of: 
Retention permission for rear single-storey extension.
Application Type: Permission    DECLARE APPLICATION INVALID: 27-Oct-2021

Reg. Ref. D21B/0583 Application Rec’d Date: 26-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Siobhan and Conor Campion, 3, Saval Park, Saval Park Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Proposal: Retention Permission for alterations to house previously granted under Planning 
Ref PL06D.249329 (D17A/0394) alterations include on ground floor the provision of a covered 
open porch at front door, the change of window to door on front elevation, the provision 
of a new window on west elevation facing onto boundary wall, the reduction of window 
size at kitchen on west elevation, the change of door on rear elevation to a window and for 
the reduction of large glazed screen on rear elevation  On first floor changes include the 
omission of window at east elevation and alterations to corner window at north east corner,  
minor alterations to roof geometry on west elevation with section of parapet wall omitted 
and roof pitched down as a standard fascia, section of roof on west rear has been hipped  
instead of gable.
Application Type: Permission for Retention 

Reg. Ref. D21B/0618 Application Rec’d Date: 10-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Derval Hooper, 2, Wolverton Glen, Glenageary, Dublin, 
A96H9D9
Proposal: Permission for development at this site.  The development will consist of: 
Retention permission for rear single-storey extension. Alterations to the size of existing 
side single story window and door.
Application Type: Permission 
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Reg. Ref. D21B/0622 Application Rec’d Date: 12-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Christine Clear and Shaun Di Gregorio, 1 Cunningham Road, 
Dalkey, A96 NA49
Proposal: Permission is sought for A: Removal of various additions, extension to the original 
2 storey house, B: deep retrofit scheme including over-cladding of the original structure 
with a high-performance environmental envelope and replacement of the original roof 
structure, C: New facade treatments consisting of light coloured render with a granite base, 
timber cladding at the first floor (front and side) level, timber screens and a zinc clad roof. 
D: Screened private balconies (to side and rear) and roof terrace (accessed from lofts), E: 
One storey home office and gym to the rear of the garden with green roof, F: Solar Water and 
PV panels located on the rear roof of the house and on the proposed office/gym, G: Repaired 
boundary conditions and H: associated landscaping and external works.
Application Type: Permission 

PLANNING DECISIONS-WEEKS 41-45 2021    11/10/2021 - 12/11/2021
Reg. Ref.: D21A/0754 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 15-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Ian White, 26, Ulverton Road, Dalkey, Co Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for repositioning and widening of existing vehicular 
entrance to include new pedestrian entrance and associated gates, railing, landscaping and 
siteworks

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0773 Decision: Request Additional Information Date: 13-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Ard Services Limited, Circle K Dalkey Service Station, 3 Ulver-
ton Rd, Co. Dublin, A96 A4N8
Proposal: Permission. The development will consist of a change of use from retail use to 
retail use including the sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises (i.e. off licence 
use) within the overall retail unit, where the floor area for the off licence use is 10sqm and 
is ancillary to the primary retail use.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0872 Decision: Declare Application Invalid Date: 15-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Mr and Mrs Glen Finegan, Ard Na Mara, Ardbrugh Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for: Erection of a stone wall together with steel fencing and 
gates.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0880 Decision: Declare Application Invalid Date: 15-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Andrew Deverell, Homeground Coffee, Hyde Road, Dalkey, 
Co Dublin
Proposal: Temporary retention permission for a period 3 years for development consisting 
of the placing of and use of a van on the site for the sale of hot beverages including tea 
and coffee, confectionaries and baked goods, associated tables, chairs and benches, waste 
storage bins and all other ancillary site works and services necessary to facilitate the 
development

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0887 Decision: Declare Application Invalid Date: 15-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Briege and Brian Coe, Ardan, Ardbrugh Road, Dalkey, Co. 
Dublin, A96 TC62
Proposal: Permission for development etc.
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Reg. Ref.: D21A/0892 Decision: Declare Application Invalid Date: 15-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Rotorua Limited, c. 01495 Ha site at 92 Coliemore Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin
Proposal: Permission for development etc

Reg. Ref.: D21B/0408 Decision: Grant Permission & Grant Retention Date: 15-
Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Jerry and Hannah Dowling, 1-2 Torca View, Sorrento Rd, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin A96PX44 and A96YW40
Proposal: Permission is sought for: (1.) Planning permission for an extension to the front 
of the house, (2.) An atrium roof-light to lower front roof apex, (3.) Retention permission  
for 3 lightweight structures to the front garden of the property and (4.) Ancillary site 
works.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0778 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 22-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Sarah Jane O’Connor, 42A, Castle Street, Dalkey, Co Dublin, 
A96CX44
Proposal: Permission is sought for minor yet material modifications to previously 
approved planning permission register referenceD21A/0236 final grant order 
number P/156/21 in the extensive upgrading works to the existing residential 
accommodation. No works are envisaged to the front facade or to the shop unit at 
GFL. These modification works are to consist of 1. the raising of the rear ground floor 
level previously approved by 300mm. 2. additional ground floor area to previously 
approved of 1.5m2 to the rear. 3. additional rear first floor area to previously approved 
of 2m2 to rear bedroom. 4. The floor to ceiling height of the rear living room is to be 
lowered by 1490mm to finish at 3500mm internally modifications are necessary due 
to the evidence of rock formation to the rear garden and to facilitate the consequent 
internal design arrangements

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0798 Decision: Refuse Permission Date: 22-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Mr. Kevin O’Farrell, 9 Convent Road, Dalkey, Co. Dublin, (A96 
HT67)
Proposal: Permission is sought for a two-storey, two bedroom detached dwelling house to 
side of existing dwelling. Relocation of existing vehicular access, new vehicular access to 
front of existing dwelling and all associated site works.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0800 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 21-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Stephen and Olivia Keenan, 14 Castlepark Road, Sandycove, 
Dublin, A96AF40
Proposal: Permission is sought for proposed alterations to existing front boundary to 
provide a vehicular entrance from Castlepark Road and off-street parking.

Reg. Ref.: D21B/0461 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 19-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Michael Mullany, Craigfield, 3 Cunningham Road, Dalkey, Co 
Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for the demolition of the existing single storey garage, 
kitchen and utility room to the side (41sqm) and the construction of a new single storey 
extension to the side and rear (71sqm), modifications to the existing window opes to the 
front, the installation of external insulation, modifications to the driveway and landscaping, 
and all associated site works
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Reg. Ref.: D21A/0812  Decision: Grant Permission Date: 28-Oct-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Mark and Claire Homan, Clooneva, Rockfort Avenue, Dalkey, 
Co. Dublin, A96 X896
Proposal: Permission is sought for the following works: 1. Alterations to front boundary 
wall including amalgamation of existing pedestrian and vehicular entrances to one single 
vehicular entrance and provision for new manual gates. 2. Demolition of existing garage, 
construction of new garage on its place and associated site works.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0180 Decision: Grant Retention Perm & Refuse Retention Perm 
Date: 05-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: William & Niamh Robb, Fairlawn House, Saval Park Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin RPS No: 1535
Proposal: Retention permission for development. The development consists of Retention 
permission for: (i) the construction of a 34 sqm partially concealed storage shed to the west 
if the existing dwelling. (ii) the erection of a perimeter timber privacy screen to the inside 
of the west and south-west boundaries. (iii) All associated site works.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0501 Decision: Refuse Permission Date: 05-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Conor & Heather Lonergan, 2 Tower Hill, Harbour Road, 
Dalkey, County Dublin
Proposal: Permission for the following, including all associated site-works: a) Alterations 
to the front boundary including widening the vehicular entrance, relocating the pedestrian 
entrance, raising the front granite wall height and removing the railings. The proposed 
gates will be of hardwood. b) The provision of an additional off-street car-parking space 
to the existing driveway. c) Removing a section of the stone wing-wall to the granite steps 
leading to the front door and its replacement with a decorative railing to match the opposite 
side.

Reg. Ref.: D21B/0485 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 02-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Tom and Elke Palmer, 4 Southwinds, Ulverton Road, Dalkey, 
Co. Dublin A96FT21
Proposal: Permission is sought for the construction of a single storey extension to the rear 
and ancillary works.

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0616 Decision: Grant Permission Date: 12-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Brendan Seaver, Odessa, Ardeevin Road, Dalkey, Co Dublin
Proposal: Permission is sought for the demolition of the existing single storey pitched roof 
return to the rear, single storey bay windows to the side and front and the removal of the 
first floor pitched roof and dormers and construction of a first floor flat roof extension to 
form a contemporary 2 storey flat roof, 3 bedroom dwelling, with terraces to the front and 
rear and associated internal modifications fenestration and elevation modifications and 
all associated site works to facilitate development including a free standing store at the 
vehicular entrance. Demolition of the existing kitchen to the side, subdivision of the site 
and vehicular lay-bys on existing driveway were permitted under reg ref: D20A/0703

Reg. Ref.: D21A/0835 Decision: Request Additional Information Date: 10-Nov-2021
Applicant Name & Location: Patrick and Heather Snelgar, Sanford, Green Road, Dalkey, Co. 
Dublin, A96 AV65
Proposal: Permission is sought for demolition of existing dwelling [2 level dormer], and con-
struction of one 4 bedroom dwelling [2 storey to road, over a lower ground/part basement 

Q. My child has come home from school with suspected head lice.
What is the best way to treat it?
A. The first important thing is to confirm if your child’s head has become
infected. Treatment should only be carried out once the presence of lice is
confirmed.
The most effective way to check for head lice is to use a fine-toothcomb on wet hair and
comb the hair over a light coloured piece of paper. Using wet hair is less painful for the
combing process but also combing of dry hair may create static which can cause the lice to
be repelled from the comb. For children with thick or knotty hair using the comb while
conditioner is in the hair can be helpful.
Live lice will appear as small greyish-white or brown coloured specks on the paper and the
empty shells will be yellowish in colour. The hairs at the nape of the neck and behind the
ears are preferred by the head lice, because they are warm and sheltered areas. Itching is not
always present with a head lice infestation so combing should be used independent of
whether or not the child has an itchy scalp.
There are a number of treatment options on the market – traditional head lice treatments
contain chemical agents such as Permethrin and the newer non chemical based products. A
treatment of wet combing can also be used where the hair is combed for 30 mins every 3-4
days for a minimum of 2 weeks. This causes mechanical breakage of the lice but has been
shown to be less effective than over the counter treatments. 
The newer non-chemical agents are oil based and act by smothering both the lice and the
eggs. The advantage of these is that there is no issue with chemical resistance by the head
lice. The product instructions should always be followed to ensure the treatment is carried
out effectively. The hair should be wet combed after treatment to remove all the empty
shells and dead lice. This should be repeated over the next few days to make sure all
residues are removed.
Continue checking the hair for infestation and repeat after 2 weeks if required. If using a
chemical agent and it was unsuccessful it is important to try another product in case there is
resistance to that particular product.
There are repellent products on the market, many of which are tea tree based, which can be
used to help prevent further reinfection.
Always ask the pharmacist for advice if you have any concerns on diagnosis or treatment of
head lice.
If you have any questions you would like answered please email us on
maxwell.dalkey@gmail.com and put Dalkey Newsletter in the message subject line.
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level to rear garden], with separate ancillary building to accommodate garage/gym/home 
office use [single storey to road, 2 storey/single storey to front garden], utilising existing 
vehicular site entrance, with connection to public services and all associated landscaping 
and site development works including new stone boundary wall to public road, on their site.

APPEALS NOTIFIED BY AN BORD PLEANÁLA   WEEKS 41-45 2021   11/10/2021 -12/11/2021

Reg Ref: D21A/0517 Reg Date: 08-Jun-2021
Location: Castlepark School, Castlepark Road, Dalkey, Co. Dublin a protected structure 
(Ref. 1405)
Development: Permission. The development will consist of the construction of new ve-
hicular and pedestrian gates & modifications to the existing roads, footpaths and kerbs 
to the access road from Castle park Road and the access from Castlelands top Castle Park 
School and to increase the height of the stone boundary wall delineating Castle Park 
School from the residential development to the west of the school from 1.8m to 2.4m 
and associated site works at Castle Park School, Castlepark Road, Dalkey, Co. Dublin. 
Council Decision: Grant Permission
Appeal Lodged: 12-Oct-2021   Nature of Appeal: Appeal against Grant of Permission
Type Of Appeal: 1st & 3rd Party Appeal

APPEALS DECISION BY AN BORD PLEANÁLA  WEEKS 41-452021 DATED 04/10/2021 - 05/11/2021

No Appeals Decisions for Dalkey
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DALKEY COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP CELEBRATES!

On the October bank holiday weekend, we were delighted to finally and 
officially launch the ‘The Story of the Dalkey Community Preschool Playgroup’. 
This wonderful book charts over 47 years, the modest beginnings of the 
Playgroup as an idea by local parents to create a unique environment 
for their children with community and play at its heart, through to the 
construction of the purpose built facility, and to the professionally run 
facility on Convent Road of the present day.
The Town Hall was the perfect 
backdrop for the day with their 
brilliant staff generously hosting us. 
On stage we had several very 
important and prestigious speakers. 
Judy O’Mahony, a founding parent, 
set the scene for the Playgroup’s 
inception whilst Fergus Finlay 
(previously CEO of Barnardos) 
added the societal context of 
Ireland in the 70s. Some recent 
alumni, Tomás and Daithí Sheridan (with some gentle encouragement) and 
Natasha Johnson shared their part of the Playgroup’s story. 
The audience loved hearing past parents, Saffron Rosenstock and Rachael 
Byrne (also past alumni and former manager!) relate their enthusiastic 
memories. The speeches were rounded off wonderfully by Sarah O’Donovan, 
the Manager of the Playgroup, as she described the exciting new additions 
to the school’s amenities and beamed with the positivity deeply associated 
with Dalkey Community Preschool Playgroup. April Cleary (past alumni) 
closed the show with her own original song ‘Cream Crackers’. She stood 

with only her guitar but filled the 
room with her beautiful voice and 
sweet memories of Friday noontime 
treats of crackers and jam with her 
playschool friends.
As all this reminiscing was unfolding 
on stage the children in attendance 
were spoilt by entertainment. Two 
remarkably talented face painters 
artfully decorated them with vibrant 
designs. A magician wrangled others 
with some brilliant tricks, lighting 
up their tiny, colourful faces with 
excitement. The atmosphere was 
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perfectly fitting to the message of the book, a community warmly coming 
together to the tune of children’s laughter.
The painting of the group of parents is by the artist Jo Callanan who 
was also layout designer of the Story of the Dalkey 
Community Preschool Playgroup book. 
The painting is an impression inspired 
by a black and white photograph of the 
founder members with their children. 
The photo was taken in a garden on 
Convent Road in 1973 shortly before the 
playgroup started. 
The DCPP would like to extend our 
greatest thanks to our generous 
sponsors; DLRCoCo Heritage Grant, 
Dalkey Community Council, Core 
Credit Union, Dalkey Heritage Centre, 
Select Stores, The Country Bake, 
Robert’s of Dalkey, Dalkey Pharmacy, 
Maxwell’s Pharmacy, Kerin’s Pharmacy, 
Gill optician, Hick’s Butcher and Doyle’s 
Butcher and Greengrocer. 
Copies of our book are on sale in Select Stores, 
Dalkey News and Doyle’s Butcher with several 
copies available from Dalkey library.

If you want to join in all the 
fun of the Playgroup we will be holding 
our annual Christmas Fair on Sunday 5th 
December 2-4pm. Details of location will 
follow!
Dalkey Community Preschool Playgroup
photos Dalkey Community Preschool Playgroup

DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   35DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   35 25/11/2021   16:2825/11/2021   16:28



36

DECEMBER/JANUARY IN OUR GARDENS – Philippa Thomas
December sees the shortest day 
of the year. Winter officially 
begins on the 21st December. We 
can experience some biting cold 
winds though sometimes, colder 
weather can bring drier and calmer 
conditions too. Frost is our biggest 
concern this month and now, all 
deciduous plants are dormant. 
Berries are the jewels of our 
December gardens and our birds 
are in their element, though shorter 
days give birds much less time to 
forage. Some of our ‘berry stars’ 
this month are Holly, Pyracanthas, Cotoneasters, Hawthorn, Mistletoe,  Rose-hips, Crab 
apples, Japanese Quince and Winterberry.  Then, other special scented winter delights are 
Sarcococcas, Daphnes, Winter Honeysuckle and our incredible Witch-Hazels, Hamamelis 
Mollis, etc .- All these can withstand our harsh cold winters. This is the perfect time to plant 
trees. ….If you decide to plant a Holly, ensure you have a self-fertile variety or plant a male 
and a female specimen to ensure berries. Drench, drench and drench again their root balls 
with water so that their roots will not rise by making bumpy surfaces. 

    So, let’s connect with nature. Lets don our gloves and scarves and of course, a hot drink 
in tow. A blast of cool fresh air and some pottering about can do us the world of good and 
then, our gardens of course, need a little help in order to withstand our oncoming winter 
elements…..THERE IS A GREAT HEALING POWER IN DIGGING, SENSITIVITY CREEPS 
UP THE FORK INTO OUR HANDS AND BODY AND LEGS, THEN OUR BRAIN RELENTS, 
SURRENDERS AS ONE IS AT PEACE IN OUR GARDEN. Again, remember some days between 
Christmas and the New Year can be perfect for some work because in time, possibly late 
January, heavy rain and hard frost will put a full stop to any productive activity. 

 ‘There is nothing like impossibilities for getting a gardeners energies up’, Henry Mitchell.

    Do you know that milder winters may give us the opportunity to grow more tender plants 
but then, other traditional favourites are suffering, particularly such plants as tulips that 
need a cold winter with low temperatures to form flowers, they can really struggle. Apple 
trees also need winter chill in order to flower well and set fruit.

    December does arrive generally, as one of the most joyful and full of fun months of the 
year and a Christmas wreath is such a welcome sight to see on our hall doors. Winter is 
the most wonderful time to look and examine tree silhouettes. Our deciduous trees realise 
that winter is here and they have now dropped their leaves as otherwise, their leaves would 
freeze on the trees. Mushrooms etc, in turn are being fed by the nutrients in our fallen 
leaves. WE MORE THAN LIKELY, WANT OUR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR TO BE MAGICAL 
AND SPARKLING AND THE BEST CHRISTMAS EVER, so maybe get into this festive spirit by 
making our own home grown Christmas wreath or perhaps, we could make a living wreath: 
maybe, all the family could contribute and give as a present to friends and neighbours. 
Echeverias and Succulents put on a super show for living wreaths.

One Of My Absolute Favourites At This Time Of The Year, 
Highly Scented Evergreen Sarcococca.

photos Philippa Thomas
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Christmas Wreaths
    Maybe, go large with twigs and small branches and ivy for a dramatic display. Outdoor 
wreaths should last a good four/five weeks, so our preparations can begin in late November. 
Indoor wreaths look fresh for about two weeks, depending on how warm it is. The stems of 
Willows and Dogwoods make a great alternative wreath, and then no base is needed. We 
could experiment too, with Bay leaves, Box, Eucalyptus and Fatsia, all last well, outdoors…., 
even the fluffy seed heads of Old Man’s Beard, Clematis Vitalba can decorate a wreath so 
beautifully. An old wreath from the attic! can be doctored up with feathery stems, berries, 
limes, cinnamon sticks, baubles, etc. …If we’re simply not into it, maybe we can buy a pre-
made padded base rather than making our own…., then, the world is our oyster in choosing 
our decorations….we can go all out, …just simply enjoy the randomness of it all! Yet, for 
some of us again, Christmas isn’t Christmas without the dark green, lustrous shine of holly 
leaves, a sprig or two, placed here and there adds such festive cheer.

CHRISTMAS WREATHS 
HAVE A SURPRISINGLY DEEP HISTORY

“The tree gave birth to the wreath” says Ace Collins, author of Stories Behind The Great 
Traditions of Christmas. “The custom of bringing evergreens home during the winter 

began in the 16th century among northern and eastern Europeans – with Germans 
generally credited for starting the Christmas tree tradition. During this period, pruning 
the tree was a part of the preparation process. Limbs were often cut off in an attempt to 

make the tree more uniform in shape or to fit into a room”, instead of throwing the pieces 
of greenery away, the Europeans wove the excess into wreaths. “These people were living 

in a time when everything in their lives was used until it was gone”, says Collins. Generally, 
these wreaths originally served as Christmas tree ornaments and not as standalone 

decorations we’re familiar with today. It was simple to hang a circle onto the branches 
of a tree but the shape was also significant as a representation of divine perfection. It 

symbolised eternity, as the shape has no end. 

Best to give our fresh greens (for making a wreath) a thorough soaking to rehydrate them, I 
usually immerse them in the bath with cold water for approx 24hrs, so that they can absorb 
as much water as possible then, 
I regularly mist the wreath when 
complete, every 1-2 days in order 
to keep it properly hydrated so that 
it will last longer, sphagnum moss 
will respond beautifully to being 
misted. Adding a humidifier for 
indoor arrangements can also help 
to keep foliage moist. 

Fresh Christmas Trees: Norway 
Spruce is the traditional choice 
and holds its needles well as does 
Nordmann Fir, which has thick 
needles with a silvery underside.

We Have Such A Variety Of Seasonal Foliage  
Surrounding Us, Which Would Work Beautifully,  

In Making Our Christmas Wreath. 

photos Philippa Thomas
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ALL gARDen WoRK
•  Tidy-ups  •  hedges & Lawns

• pebble gardens

•  Light  Tree Surgery

APPLE GARDEN SERVICES
DALKEY

� 284 0027 / 087 699 4617

Fully insured / Registered Company

ALL WASTE REmoVEd  ANd 100% REcycLEd
Email: applegardenservices@gmail.com

Dalkey April 21_Dalkey October 15  18/03/2021  08:19  Page 18

Opening times
Tuesday-Wednesday 9:00 am-6:00 pm
Thursday-Friday 9:00 am-7:00 pm
Saturday 9:0 am-5:00 pm 

Dalkey June 21_Dalkey October 15  19/05/2021  12:28  Page 10

Book your appointment  
   on  BooksyBIZ

10

gardenIng
Orla Sweeney Horticulturist and Garden Designer HnD

Phone Orla - 087 2303208
Sandycove, Co. Dublin

� Restoration of old overgrown gardens
� Professional Pruning – Maintenance Service
� Consultancy Service on Maintenance and Design

30 yearS In BuSIneSS
SuPPlyIng the COmPlete garden ServICe

Located in the heart of Dalkey town 
19, Castle Street 

Upper floor
above the butcher shop

We are open 5 days a week
and you can book your

appointment on
BooksyBIZ

Opening times
Tuesday-Wednesday 9:00 am-6:00 pm
Thursday-Friday 9:00 am-7:00 pm
Saturday 9:0 am-5:00 pm 

Professional Kurdish
barber since 1998Men’s haircut: €25

Student & kids cuts: €20 
Proper hot towel shave: €45
Beard trim & haircut: €45
Emergency  services: €22
Wedding grooming: €99 

Bringing new professionalism to Dalkey! 

Dalkey June 21_Dalkey October 15  19/05/2021  12:28  Page 10

Please use Booksy to book 
early for Christmas haircuts 
for gentlemen and children. 
Open every day from  
7th to 24th December.  
Christmas Vouchers available. Bringing new professionalism to Dalkey!

Located in the heart of 
Dalkey town

19 Castle Street 
Upper floor above the 

butcher shop
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GLOBAL WARMING 
   Is it possible that our sequence is 
getting slightly out of control?

Think, we must occasionally, 
remind ourselves that our earth’s 
surface is gradually heating, so too 
are our oceans and atmosphere. All 
this is primarily; caused by human 
activity, the burning of fossil fuel 
that pumps carbon dioxide, (CO2), 
methane and other greenhouse 
gasses into the atmosphere.  
SO LET’S TRY AND REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE.
Some easy and simple ways to stop Global Warming:  1. Reduce, Reuse And Recycle. 
2. Reduce waste.  3. Up cycle Furniture.  4. Recycle clothes.  5. Bring our own shopping 
bags, here and there.  6. Replace regular incandescent light bulbs.  7. Buy energy efficient 
appliances.  8. Turn off unnecessary lights.

MIGHT DO, MAYBE DECEMBER, JANUARY JOBS.
1. Good to trim back lavender once it has finished flowering in order to stop it growing leggy.
2. Pull rather than cut the last of our Alstroemerias, pull 
rather than cut the stems as one does with rhubarb….. 
This encourages more growth from below ground level 
and will more than likely, give a second flush, next year.
3. Best to avoid walking on lawns where possible as we 
can compact the soil and damage the stressed grass.
4. Still, a good time to prune Wisteria, Climbing Roses, be 
careful about the natural structure of Japanese Maples.
5. Mulching around the base of tender shrubs provides 
insulation, moisture retention and weed control.
6. Decent food will provide the essential nutrients for 
our birds in their time of greatest need. Maybe, don’t 
overfill the feeder as food could go off if the birds aren’t active, instead add a small amount at a time and regularly 

clean the feeders to stop disease from spreading.
7. Time to peruse seed catalogues, resist planting seeds too early.
8. After all the leaves have fallen from the trees, be sure to have our gutters 
cleared ….They are likely to be filled with withered foliage, twigs, clogging and 
preventing them from doing their job.
9. Remember when storing fruit that it is not touching each other ….individual 
cultivars are kept separate as they ripen at different levels.
10. Maybe, cheer up dark long winter nights with some exciting soft warm 
outdoor lights which can create a magical glow on the cold winter landscape.
11. Maybe, pick some Jasmine sprigs in bud for a vase, in time the scented buds 
will open in water.
Wishing You All This Christmas And For Our New Year 2022,  
The Timeless Treasures Of Christmas, The Warmth Of Home, 

The Love Of Family And The Company Of Good Friends. 

Starving Birds Will Love Us  
For Recycling, Reducing, Reusing.

photos Philippa Thomas

We Have Experienced Such A Mild Autumn,  
Think We Might Still Get Away With Planting  

A Few Beautifully Scented Wallflowers.

photos Philippa Thomas

The Present Beauty Of  
Acer Griseum,  

The Paperbark Maple.

photos Philippa Thomas

Opening times
Tuesday-Wednesday 9:00 am-6:00 pm
Thursday-Friday 9:00 am-7:00 pm
Saturday 9:0 am-5:00 pm 
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� Garden office construction or renovation
� Construction of teenage den or home retreat
� Garage conversions
� Home refurbishments
� Extensions
� Sun rooms
� Bespoke bathrooms

MICK gANNON bUILDINg CONTrACTOrs LTD
Tel: 087-6125966

Email: m.gcarpentrybuilding@yahoo.com
Are You Working From Home? Mick Gannon Building Contractors Ltd are

available to help design and build your dream home, while catering for all home
office requirements. Our wide range of services include the following:-

Fully insured local building contractor with over 20 years experience.
Previously completed building works available for viewing upon request.

references also available on request
A Better Built Home is A GAnnon Built Home 

 t: 087 794 2119 e: tbk@bkdublin.com w: bkdublin.com

BURKE KENNEDY
PROPERTY | SALES | LETTINGS | ACQUISITIONS | MANAGEMENT

Thom Burke-Kennedy Since 1983

Burke Kennedy Estate Agents is licensed in Ireland by the Property Services Regulatory Authority, PSR Licence: 003745 - 006783 

                        

ensed in Its is licgene Atke Kennedy EstaBur

    

uthory Aortegulaes Rvicery Stoperry the Peland brensed in I

    

e: 003745 - 006783 enc, PSR Licy,  ituthor
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SOS WINDFARM PUBLIC MEETING UPDATE.

Save Our Seafront held a well-attended public meeting on 1st November to discuss the plans to 
install wind farms all along the coast from Louth to Wexford. The meeting was addressed by 
Valerie Freeman of Coastal Concern Alliance, Richard Boyd Barrett TD and Fergal McLoughlin, 
a member of An Taisce and a committee member of Save Our Seafront.

Save Our Seafront is very much in favour of renewable energy and strongly believes that 
renewable energy and wind energy in particular, will play a key role in reducing our emissions 
and contributing to the fight to halt climate change. 

We believe that given Ireland’s geography, we are in a position to become a leader in wind 
energy production. It is imperative that we move away from fossil fuels to sustainable energy 
as quickly as possible. 

However, we need to ensure that any proposals for wind farm infrastructure are subject to 
rigorous environmental assessment, public consultation and proper planning that protects 
biodiversity, coastal amenities, marine-related livelihoods and the public’s interest.

Save Our Seafront is concerned that the current regime in place is allowing developers to choose 
their own sites and plan for large scale windfarms on the shallow banks along the east coast that 
are important biodiversity sites and that are rich in shellfish.

The government are currently revising the legislation that governs planning at sea; it will be 
going through the final stages in December. This legislation is long overdue and the delay 
in putting this in place means that developers have been making plans for sites without this 
legislation in place.  
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Another crucial issue is that the government is putting this new legislation in place before it 
has designated the Marine Protected Areas. All across Europe countries are obliged to put these 
protection areas in place. Ireland is seriously lagging behind in this, even though it has more 
coastal waters than any other country in Europe, it only has 3% designated as Protected in 
comparison to France, which has 45%.

Save Our Seafront’s main concerns with the proposed legislation are that planning for our coastal 
waters will essentially be led by private developers rather than a proper plan-led approach as is 
done with the County Development Plans for development on land.

Every 6 years councils all over the country decide how their county should be developed and 
they designate areas for housing, for commerce, for industry etc.  While this is not, as we all 
know, perfect, it at least seeks to ensure that it is the Council with the participation of the public 
that has plans for the county rather than private developers.

But, even with the new legislation, this will not be the case. The Irish Wind Energy Association 
has lobbied the government hard calling, explicitly for planning at sea to be led by the 
developers.

Richard Boyd Barrett TD is working with other members of the opposition and key 
environmentalists to put in amendments to the legislation to try and ensure that the planning 
regime that is put in place protects the biodiversity of our seas, has the best possible system of 
public consultation and environmental assessment.

Save Our Seafront is in contact with other groups around the coast who are of a like mind on 
this and will continue to campaign against climate change, to protect our biodiversity and our 
coastal waters.  

SOS Details: saveourseafront@gmail.com or Cllr Melisa Halpin 086 3805793

LATEST UPDATE
As mentioned above developers are continuing to press ahead under the old legislation to obtain 
permission to construct windfarms without the more stringent environmental protection 
measures that will be provided by the new proposed legislation.

On November 18th 2021 RWE Renewables Ireland applied for a Foreshore Licence for Site 
Investigations for the proposed Dublin Array Offshore Wind Farm to undertake geotechnical 
and geophysical site investigations and ecological, wind, wave and current monitoring to 
provide further data to refine wind farm design, cable routing, landfall design and associated 
installation methodologies for the proposed Dublin Array offshore wind farm located off the 
coast of County Dublin & County Wicklow.

It is important that the public submit their observations about this application.

The link to inspect the application is:
https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/96643-fs007188-rwe-renewables-ireland-site-
investigations-for-the-proposed-dublin-array-ore-development/

As part of the public consultation process submissions can be made to:  
Foreshore Unit, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Newtown Road, 
Wexford, Co Wexford, or email foreshoreORE@housing.gov.ie

Please ensure the following reference is quoted in the submission header:  
FS007188 RWE Dublin Array S.I.

Submissions must be made by 17th December 2021
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‘All Aspects of Tree Care & Stump Grinding’

Phone David 087 0699732 Phone David 087 0699732 
www.www.ryantreeservices.ieryantreeservices.ie
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Hey Grandad, 
why didn’t you do 
something about it?
National Tidy Towns have 
awarded Dalkey Tidy Towns Group with the 
Department of Environment’s sponsored top 
prize for Climate Action and Air Quality in the 
Category: Large Town. This special award is 
to recognise the great work done by Dalkey 
Tidy Towns and the Community producing a 
roadmap (An Energy Masterplan) for Dalkey 
residents and businesses. The Plan identifies 
how the Dalkey community can address 
and implement changes that will greatly 
contribute to the challenge of reducing 
carbon emissions in our area. The award 
is a fantastic outcome of the work done to 
date and we look forward to our community 
continuing to work together as we tackle the 
‘carbon reduction’ challenge.
While COP26 didn’t deliver fully on all the 
necessary steps to reduce climate warming, 
at least we, working as a community, can 
take positive action on climate change. 
The pledges given on temperature will not 
prevent climate catastrophe as they will be 
above the targeted 1.5°C. Many of you reading 
this will have grown up in the 60’s. You helped 
to deliver great change then. Now you are 
needed again, this time to save the future for 
others.
•	 The transport sector is a large energy 
user and private cars are the transport mode 
using most energy.  It would be much better 
to walk, cycle, use public transport and 
share journeys.
•	 The residential sector is also a large 
energy user. Let’s reduce energy used 
while enhancing comfort. Upgrade and 
retrofit your home to improve / maximise 
energy efficiency/make your home more 
comfortable.
The Government have published a plan for 
retrofitting homes in their document ‘Climate 
Action Plan 2021’ as follows:
1. Provide a personalised roadmap for 
homeowners on how to upgrade their home 
to a BER B2 level.

2. Set-up Registered Retrofit One-Stop-Shops 
to simplify the householder’s journey, enhance 
confidence and encourage commitment 
to action (home energy assessment, grant 
application, project management, contractor 
works, post-work BER and, in some cases, 
help source the finance needed).
3. A new National Home Retrofit Scheme 
(One Shop Stop Service) will be launched.
4. Dalkey is a member of the Sustainable 
Energy Communities (SECs) network - a 
new Communities Energy Grant Scheme is 
being developed.  A new strand focused on 
smaller projects for retrofitting homes, will 
be introduced in 2022.  This will be available 
on an ongoing basis for SECs and will provide 
additional time for projects to be completed.
5. Those least able to afford retrofit costs will 
be supported.
6. The Local Authority Retrofit programme 
will be expanded.
7. A new Residential Retrofit Low-cost Loan 
Scheme will be launched. This will enable 
lenders to offer loans at reduced interest 
rates so that comprehensive home energy 
efficiency upgrades are more affordable to 
households and non-corporate landlords.
•	 If you have made any energy efficiency 
retrofits to your home already we would be 
delighted to hear about your experiences.
•	 Other actions you can take include:  
declare your garden a Pesticide Free Zone, 
pledge your garden for pollinators, grow 
organic veggies, eat more veggies and less 
meat, support local producers and artists, 
buy clothes from second-hand shops (men’s 
wear is usually in good condition and very 
reasonably priced), wear only cotton, wool, 
linen or silk, repurpose, repair and reuse.  
Reduce unnecessary inefficiencies in our 
consumption patterns.
•	 Talk about the actions you are taking with 
your family and friends and work colleagues.
•			Tell us what actions you are 
taking.  Let us know if you have 
an idea and/or 
 are willing to volunteer with us 
dalkeysustainablecommunity 
@gmail.com 

DALKEY SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY
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I have always been sorry for the month of November or Samhain, if one can be sorry for a
month! It is dark, cold with no holiday so a sad month. However, one needs to “experience
darkness to appreciate light”.
November 1st is the Feast of All Saints, known and unknown, where
people around the world pray to their Saint of choice to thank them
for their interventions past, present and into the future. The following
day is the Feast of All Souls which is a day of prayer and
remembrance for all who have died. On this 2nd November we can
remember in a special way all who have died during the past year and
a half in particular during the pandemic, whether due to Covid or not
as there was not the opportunity to adequately celebrate their lives or
sympathise with their loved ones.
November 12th is the Feast of Dalkey’s own Patron Saint - Saint Begnet who dates back to
the seventh century.
There are two chapels in
her memory locally. One
on Dalkey Island, the
second being in the
ancient graveyard beside
Dalkey Castle and
Heritage Centre. It is
such a pity that they are
both in ruin - perhaps a
challenge to the Office of
Public Works or others to
have them renovated. A
beautiful ICON of St.
Begnet is on the wall of
the Church of Our Lady
of the Assumption.
It was written by Colette
Clarke, Iconographer.
As this publication goes
to print we hear of the
closure of our Post
Office. Thank you Chris
for your service to so
many over the years. Let
us look to the future and
be optimistic for new
businesses to replace
those which have closed
and provide Dalkey with
a bustling trade. SHOP
LOCAL.

John T. Murphy

REFLECTION  FOR  NOVEMBER ��
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Service & Repair on all makes & models
Diagnostics on all makes

Repair of Clutches, Gear Box faults,  
Timing Belts & Timing Chains 

Mechanical & Electrical Fault Repair
NCT Checks & Emissions Testing

Headlight Focusing
Crash Repair

We Collect & Delivery Locally and  OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

OF HUMAN BEING
– an A to Z of the power  
and art of human being

A unique guide to how we can all use  
our power better in the art of living.  

The book encompasses ideas and practical 
ways to maintain emotional well-being,  

find meaning and purpose in life and 
contribute to the common good.

“a little gem of a book,  
beautiful life lessons within”  

Sarah-Jane Murphy
“It keeps your mind in a good place.”

Marian Butler

It is available from The Gutter Bookshop, 
Books Upstairs, buythebook.ie & Amazon. 

Cost €12
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CHANGING TIMES- NEW BEGINNINGS 

We have all endured a challenging two years and it is evident that we have 
some way to go yet before we return to full “normality”. We have all become 
IT “experts” as it has played and continues to play a big part in our lives. 
During the past two years our Editor Gerard Coakley became ill and we wish 
him the best in his recovery. In April 2020 our Advertising Manager Lena 

Feely died suddenly. We still miss her and her expertise with the advertising. 
This year sees our typesetters Des and Ita McGarry retire after over fourteen years working 

with DCC. We thank them for their commitment and wish them a long and happy retirement. 
We welcome Peter and Louis Moreau as our new typesetters and look forward to building a 
successful relationship with them. In addition, DCC thanks all the contributors who send in 
articles regularly and those who send in ones from time to time. 

DCC strives to report what is happening or taking place locally with a flavour of residents’ 
opinions on a variety of topics and issues. DCC is heavily dependent on the advertising 
revenue and a special thanks to all of them who continue to support the newsletter. Finally, 
on publication day when the newsletters are delivered by Opus Print we thank Danny and 
his wife Rita who organise this monthly event and make sure the newsletters are distributed 
promptly by our enthusiastic and eager Road Reps. Christine Feely who has helped DCC 
with the distribution and advertising is taking a break from her duties but we hope to see 
her back with us in the future. 

DCC is also indebted to the following retail outlets who agreed to hold 
copies of the newsletters for pick up by their customers; SuperValu, An Post, 
Hicks, Maxwell’s Pharmacy, Dalkey Pharmacy, AIB and Desie Conway on 
Dalkey Park.

Wishing all a Very Happy Christmas  
and looking forward to new beginnings in 2022!

SUMMARY OF THE DCC ZOOM MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH NOV 2021

Newsletter: Des and Ita McGarry who have been the typesetters for the DCC newsletter for 
the past 14 years are retiring and DCC thank them for their commitment to DCC and wish 
them well in their retirement.
TT: The National TT results will be released on Friday and Dalkey is hoping to pick up some 
awards from the many categories. See page 5.
The Planters team from DTT has been doing a weeding and clean up of the flower beds in 
St. Patrick’s Square. It was suggested that more bulbs should be planted there to give plenty 
of colour in the spring.
Planning: The planning is still rather quiet and there are no large applications at present; 
several decisions are outstanding from An Bord Pleanála. 
AOB: Unfortunately due to the current public health situation DCC has decided not to hold 
the Christmas event this year as it would be impossible to keep the event Covid safe. 

The next Zoom Meeting will Tuesday 07th December at 7:30pm
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SERVICING
DALKEy’S SECuRITy

REquIREMENTS
FOR 38 yEARS

Wireless Intruder Alarm
Systems and upgrades.

Call Peter for a free quote on 086 2603511 or 01 2352333. 
email:  intruderalarmsltd@gmail.com

CCTV / 24 Hour Monitoring.    P.S.A. & NSAI Licensed / Fully insured. 

     
  

Serving Dalkey & surrounding areas for 3 generations 
 

COVID 19 - ALL HSE AND GOVERNMENT 
GUIDELINES WILL BE ADHERED TO 

 

Ph: Mark on 086 6002485 or 2857925 
www.redmondpianotuning.com 

     
  

        
 

       
     

 

       
 

Redmond Piano Tuning & Repairs 
  

S         
 

       
     

 

       
 

WANTED
Financial Investor for development land

and rental property investment.
Please contact Mick at

087 612 5966
Email: m.gcarpentrybuilding@yahoo.com

We are moving
From 2nd November we will be returning to

Killiney Castle Hotel
Every Tuesday at 9.30am for weighing in and group at 10am.

Same great motivation, inspiration, and support
Join us to get yourself Christmas ready.

....... if not now, then when?.....
Contact Karen on 086 222 7773

SLIMMING WORLD
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SLIMMING 
WORLD

Your local group meets in 
Killiney Castle Hotel 

9.30am Tuesday 
Contact Karen on 086 222 7773

Happy Christmas, health & happiness for  
the new year to all our members past &  
present & to any future members too.
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SERVICING
DALKEy’S SECuRITy

REquIREMENTS
FOR 38 yEARS
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photos Dalkey Project School

DALKEY SCHOOL PROJECT UPDATE

Fencing    Recently, my school (Dalkey 
School Project) organised fencing classes 
for all the students. We were taught by Colm 
Flynn from Fencing Ireland who showed 
us the basics of fencing. I had heard of 
fencing before but I never thought I 
would have enjoyed it as much as I did!

We were taught how to parry, block, 
attack and lunge and used swords with 
beeping mechanisms at the end so 
when you hit your opponent, it made 
a beep sound. We had to wear special 
masks that covered your whole face to 
protect you from injury. 

My favourite part was when we played 
matches. You would stand facing your 
opponent and before the match began, you 
would salute each other and the Referee with your sword. The ref then would say 
‘en-garde, ready, fence’ and the match would begin.

To win, you have to score as many points as you can by hitting your opponent in 
the chest area with the tip of your sword. In the matches we played, it was first to 
five points.

Fencing is a sport that requires a lot of skill 
and precision. It’s very unique and I’m glad 
all my friends and I had the opportunity to 
try it!

Pai-Lily Farrelly - 6th Class DSP
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photo Harold Boys School

photo Loreto Primary School

HAROLD BOYS SCHOOL 

Climate Action Week 2021
We organised numerous activities in school for 
Climate Action Week. We started the week by 
announcing that we had raised €318.40 from our 
GOAL Jersey Day fundraiser. This was an important 
part of our Global Citizenship flag for Green Schools 
as it helps people throughout the world, not just 
Ireland. Next, we announced a competition for the 
school to see which class had used their bins the 
most accurately. This ran for the whole week and 
the winner got homework off. The overall winner 
was 6th class. We all tried to walk, cycle or scoot to school on Wednesday of Climate 
Action Week. We had a Plastic Free Lunch day where everyone tried to bring in 
lunches that had no plastic packaging. We organised a Cyber Break where the 
class monitors, Gavin Plunkett and Gavyn Owens, went around to each class and 
reminded everyone that they should take a break for 24 hours from all electronic 
devices. Overall, Climate Action Week was very successful and a lot of fun! 

By Michael Taylor

LORETO PRIMARY SCHOOL

First Holy Communion
On the ninth of 
October the girls in fourth 
class in Loreto Primary 
School finally got to 
celebrate their First Holy 
Communion. Our big day 
took place in the Church of 
the Assumption, Dalkey. We 
were very busy as we only 
had three weeks to prepare. 
We did lots of artwork 
to decorate the church 
walls. Each person had a 
special job, whether it was 
bringing something special to the altar or doing a reading or a prayer. We learned 
and practiced lots of songs and sang them on the day. Our favourite song was ‘This 
is the Day’. We also sang the song a few days later at our school assembly. It felt 
amazing to finally make our Communion after two years of waiting.  

By Catherine McDowell and Aoife Hill in 4th class 
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CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

December is upon us, and eyes are directed towards the celebration of Christmas. 
Most of the shops have already filled their shelves with Christmas items. The ads 
on TV and radio are full of wonderful, almost fanciful images of Christmas with 
tables full of all sorts of festive foods. Everything is in plenty! Even the snow (which 
we rarely get at Christmas!) is in ample supply.

What was once a Christian feast of joy at the coming of the Word made flesh into 
our world has now become a multi-billion industry across the globe. There are 
even Christmas stores open all year round and the online shopping experience 
means that there is no escape from it!

At this stage in my life I may have a slightly jaundiced view of all the hype around 
Christmas and the expectations that are created through various media about what 
it should be. But the reality for many is that the pressure to have a good time, 
have plenty of food on the table and feel the warmth of family and friends around, 
doesn’t fit in with their circumstances.

It is precisely for this reason that Christ came into the world to bring a message of 
hope to those who are struggling. The Word made flesh, Emmanuel – God with us, 
is the key. No matter what our circumstance is this year, the message holds true. 
Even with the anxiety that we are living with today with regard to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the God who created us still walks with us. In our struggle to make 
sense of the present situation, there is a light shining, like the star over Bethlehem, 
to lead us to the truth that God is near.

May the blessing of this forthcoming feast fill you with hope  
and may you share in the joy that God has come among us and is with us.

Fr. Liam Lacey

CHRISTMAS MASS SERVICES

Friday 24th December 6pm & 9pm
Saturday 25th December 8.45 10.15 & 12.00
Sunday 26th December 8.45 10.15 & 12.00

Fr. William Stewart – Schools for Syria
We are delighted to have Fr. William join us at our 
Masses on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December. 
We are very excited to celebrate with Fr. William 
and hear how his remarkable students are in Tyre, 
Lebanon. There will be donation envelopes available 
before the weekend.

5150
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NEWS FROM HOLY TRINITY

Rector:  Rev. Canon Gary Hastings, Tel: 2852695 
E-mail - rector.htkilliney@dublin.anglican.org  
Website – www.holytrinitykilliney.com 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/holytrinitykilliney 
Hon. Secretary of the Select Vestry:  Clive Christie, Tel:  2823356
Carry Centre: Information on bookings contact Sandra Moore 087 6291568.  
Review Notes:  Meriel Nuzum, merielnuzum@gmail.com  
‘Review Distributor’:  Marianne Irvine, Tel: 2858136 
Sunday Worship 
Holy Communion, 8.30am. Rite one/Rite two is alternating.
Main Service 10.45am, Holy Communion/ Service of the Word alternating. 
Thursday Holy Communion Service 10.30am 
Services can be viewed online via the website (https://holytrinitykilliney.com/)  
or through our Facebook page. 
 
From the Rector
Two steps forward and one step back seem to be the way of things at the minute. No one is 
entirely sure what the right thing is to do, other than be careful. So throwing open the doors 
and caution to the winds isn’t really on the cards. Hence Christmas services have question 
marks after them, and will almost certainly involve masks and distancing etc. even if they 
do happen. Numbers on Christmas day will be limited to some extent. This list below is 
subject to revision, as they say. We’ll see when we get there. 
So, we hope to have:
Parish Carol Service on 19th December at 4pm
Community Carol Service [perhaps] in the grounds of Killiney Castle Hotel. 
Christmas Day 8.30am and 10.45am Communion Service. 
St. Stephen’s Day will have only one said service of Holy Communion at 10.45am
No Midweek Communion Service on 30th December. 
Normal services will resume thereafter.

Confirmation
Your prayers please, for all who were confirmed from this parish in Christ Church Cathedral 
on 9th November: Oscar Ó Sullivan, Henry Rhys Thomas, Rebecca, Ian and Edith Middleton. 
We wish them well in their future Christian journey.

Church Review subscriptions
Payment for the Church Review is to be made by cheque and is requested by the 16th 
January 2022 for €40.00. Please put your subscription in an envelope onto church collection 
plate and address it to Marianne Irvine with your name also enclosed.
Alternatively there is a postal subscription for €67.00 available by contacting 
Charlotte O’Brien directly - charlotte@churchreview.ie.

Charity Christmas Card Sale
Thank you to everyone who bought Christmas cards at the sale after morning service on 14th 
November. A total of €1,243 was raised for a range of charities.
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Sheep Thrills had a very successful 
pop-up sale at the Victorian Tea 
Rooms, Killiney Hill Park on 
Saturday 6th November. We raised over 
€2,350 in three hours with every cent 
going to the LauraLynn Charity. For more 
details on products or joining this group 
please contact Joan 087 2460078.  www.
facebook.com/holytrinitykilliney

Flower Guild
June Hurley has stepped down as 
coordinator of the Flower Guild and we 
thank her sincerely for the way she has 
organised the group in her thorough 
and unassuming manner over recent 
years.
Georgina O’Brien (0862592694) and 
Roslyn Christie (0872079594) have 
agreed to take on the role. In the 
coming weeks they will be in touch 
with the people who usually do the 
Sunday flowers to confirm dates and 
availability, as they draw up the Rota for 
2022. As always new participants would 
be very welcome indeed, please just contact either of them.
Contact will also be made with the Christmas decoration team shortly. The plan will be to 
decorate the church on Friday 17th and Saturday 18th December, as best suits individuals.
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ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH UPDATE

Sunday Services for December& January 
9am Eucharist (Every Sunday)
10.15am Eucharist (1st, 3rd& 5th Sundays)
10.15am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday
Midweek 
Every Thursday  10.30am Eucharist
Christmas Eve  
24th December 11.15pm Eucharist
Christmas Day  
25th December  9am Eucharist 10.15am Eucharist

Our Lady’s Manor     The Eucharist will be celebrated in Our Lady’s Manor 
on Tuesday 7th and 21st December at 2.30p.m. 

Craft Group     The Craft Group normally meets in the Gallery Room of 
the Northover Hall on each Tuesday of the month from 3p.m. Over the 
Christmas period there is so much to be done elsewhere the group will take 
a short break until January. Please check our website for most up to date 
information.
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Do you want to sell your car today?
� Moving abroad?
� Getting a company car?
� Over the allowed PCP mileage?
� Working from home?
� Family bereavement?
� Buying a new car?
� Just want to sell?
We buy all makes and models that
are:
� Under 6 years of age
� Less than 120k kms (75k miles)
� Registered in Ireland

Do you want to sell your car today?

We specialise in sports & premium brands
visit www.vectormotors.ie and click on “sell your Car”

or call richie faulkner on 01 901 5755
vECTOr MOTOrs, gOATsTOWN rOAD, DUbLIN 14

Can you help a refugee family
that needs a home?

A family of five need accommodation (any lease term will be considered)
Ideally a three bedroom house with a garden or

outside space
Maximum rent available €2,000 per month

If you can help please email Margie waters.margie@icloud.com
or telephone Miriam 086 8482159

DALKEy  INTER  CHuRCH  MIgRANT  SuppORT  gROup� �
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DALKEy  SCHOOL  pROJECT ��

Art Can Be Anything
We are three girls in 6th class
in the Dalkey School Project
(Hazel, Una and Liv) and we
are all passionate about art in
its many forms.
What do we mean by its many
forms, art can be fashion,
writing, clay, photography,
sketching, digital art, Lego,
printing whatever you want
really?

“When I do art it clears my mind and I don’t feel
any stress creating it. I try to express myself through
my art or give a message. It personally distracts me
from any stress I have and all pressure is gone”. liv
“I love art, it is really calming and passes the time
and during lockdown I found it really helped me
cope with being at home, I just got out the paper and
let my imagination go wild. I made a lot of cards for
relatives to cheer them up and then they started
asking me to make cards for them, so I was always
busy”. Una
“When I do art I don’t realise the time passing by
and I get excited to finish and see what I have
created and what I am feeling. There was an art
competition in my estate and I won. It was to create
a poster to ask people to slow down when driving so
that the children can play safely. It just shows that
we can send really powerful messages to people
with our art”. Hazel
When we were asked would we write this article, we
decided to create a piece of art between us and this is the finished drawing. It has all of our
individual qualities, we hope you enjoy it. Hazel o’Donoghue, Una Bull and liv Quirke

From left: Liv, Hazel and Úna

dominic dowling solicitors
Celebrating 27 years in Dalkey!

We offer a full range of Legal Services and we always delight in welcoming
new Clients, particularly those from the Dalkey area.

37 Castle Street, Dalkey, County Dublin (Above SuperValu)
www.dalkeylaw.com

Tel: 2849778                                                                         Email: info@dalkeylaw.com
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St. Patrick’s Dramatic Society     Dan Healy will be directing “Prisoners On 
The Train” for both the Bray Festival, scheduled for 27th-29th January 2022, 
and the 66th Wicklow ICA Drama Festival in Glenealy, 21st-23rd January 
2022, as well as our own ‘In House’ evening in the Northover Hall, which will 
take place immediately prior to these dates (as yet we don’t have a definite 
date, depending on which night we will be performing in Glenealy!).

Centering Prayer     Centering Prayer will be on Zoom on Monday evenings 
at 7.00pm in December, please check our website for further details. (No 
previous experience necessary, just a willingness to sit in silence in prayer.)

Team Hope      Many thanks to all those in the parish and school community 
who prepared shoeboxes for the Team Hope. 

Finally     We are delighted to announce the appointment of our new organist 
in Dalkey, Jonathan Stanley. We hope Jonathan will have many happy years 
as organist/musical director in Dalkey. Also, a belated welcome to Dalkey to 
Fr. Liam Lacey, we wish him every blessing in his new parish. 

And Happy Christmas  
to all the readers of the Community Newsletter!
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GERARD BYRNE
STUDIO

WWW.GERARDBYRNEARTIST.COM

15 Chelmsford Road   I  Ranelagh   |   Dublin 6

+353 1 4982909   I  +353  868321094  I  hello@gerardbyrneartist.com

A R T  G A L L E R Y
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KATIE O’DOLAN
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE THERAPIST

Tel: 087 2613294
STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT

ONLY

SPECIALIST IN
SPORTS INJURIES, ARTHRITIS & STRESS

REFLEXOLOGY AND
FREE INFRARED HEAT TREATMENT

FOR PAIN RELIEF
Children: 1hour 15 minutes €55

Ladies: from €85 - €120.00
Gents: from €85 - €140.00

(1 Hour 15 Minutes - 2 Hours per Session)
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
One Hour Relaxing Massage  €60

20% OFF ALL VOUCHERS 
PURCHASED FOR CHRISTMAS 2021 
Delighted to welcome back Clients

56 42

Jackson
Consulting

ltd Chartered Tax Advisors, AITI, CTA, Dalkey Avenue, Dalkey.

Tax returns completed for:
pensioners

self-Employed
rental property Income

savings or
Investment Income

www.jacksonconsulting.ie
info@jacksonconsulting.ie

ph: 087 415 1206

� boiler repairs & Installations
� All Aspects of plumbing Covered
� fully Insured

Call Eoin on 085 139 8300 www.dalkeyplumber.ie
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     Spring Gardening Classes

Further information :

Annmarie Bowring 
www.dalkeygardenschool.com 
dalkeygarden@gmail.com    
087 2256365

An introduction on how to 
take good care of your 
garden.Feeding your soil, 
what plants to plant and 
how, both ornamental and 
vegetable. 

Commencing on:  
February Thursday 10 & Saturday 12  10 -1pm  

6 classes

   Mornington Garden  

Will open again next year.

Group bookings very welcome, 

     tea/coffees available. 

Hopefully some plants for sale.


email: dalkeygarden@gmail.com

mob.  00 353 87 2256365
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Unless otherwise stated, all material in this issue is copyright of Dalkey Community Council CLG

Editorial Team: Gerard Coakley (Editor), Ann Perry (Assistant Editor),
Danny Merity (Distribution), Dr. Susan McDonnell

Web: www.dalkeycommunitycouncil.com Email: perryann37@gmail.com

EDITORIAL pOLICy — The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/or amend articles submitted to
the Newsletter. The views and comments published within the Newsletter are not necessarily the views
shared or condoned by Dalkey Community Council Limited.  

COLOuR:   Quarter Page: €74,     Half Page: €105    Outside Back (half page): €142
BLACK & WHITE:   Quarter Page: €55.   Half Page: €80

Small Adverts. €0.60 per word. (14 words max.)
                                                        Unless otherwise agreed with the Advertising Manager all
                                                        Advertisements must be paid for in advance of publication.

DALKEy COMMuNITy COuNCIL NEWSLETTER ADVERTISINg RATES

Copy and Advertising Deadlines for next two issues:
FEBRUARY 2022: 7th January 2022;  MARCH 2022: 4th February 2022.    

ALL ARTICLES STRICTLy TO: The Asst. Editor, c/o post Box, Our Lady’s Hall, Castle St. Dalkey
preferably by e-mail to perryann37@gmail.com. Images should be in JPEG or TIFF format.

please note these rates include 
VAT @23% 

Dalkey Community Council accepts no responsibility for the content of advertisements published in the Dalkey Newsletter. Services
and products on offer in individual advertisements are the sole responsibility of the advertiser and have nothing to do with the
Community Council’s activities. Important. All advertisements must be fully paid for in advance and received before the issue deadline.

YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED
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Telephone Paul 087-2879812

S. HAMMOND ROOFING

Telephone:
01 2300 745   087-285 0653

Email: shroofing08@gmail.com

FULLY
INSURED

Slating, Tiling, Valleys, Flat Roofs, Lead  & Copper Work
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Community Council’s activities. Important. All advertisements must be fully paid for in advance and received before the issue deadline.

YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED
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Telephone Paul 087-2879812

S. HAMMOND ROOFING

Telephone:
01 2300 745   087-285 0653

Email: shroofing08@gmail.com

FULLY
INSURED

Slating, Tiling, Valleys, Flat Roofs, Lead  & Copper Work
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oh! How Television has changed over the years . . . . 
A small proportion of the population cannot receive Saorview using a roof top
aerial (because of obstructions, mountains, tall buildings etc...). To address this
problem RTE is also available via Saorsat, which requires a satellite dish and
various electronic components. Unfortunately some parts for these systems are no
longer available, so if you wanted a Saorsat system, they are not available, and if
you have a Saorsat dish that needs new electronic parts, they are no longer
available.
To summarise, RTE’s dedicated satellite system (Saorsat) although up and running
and transmitting TV and Radio is NOT available to new customers, and it costs
€1.5 million a year……….what a disaster! 
Ian Macdonald
Maxtec Systems

Phone: 2850848 /Fax: 2851111 / Mobile: 087 2579222 / email sat@maxtec.ie
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Our services include:
Landscape Design & Construction

All aspects of Tree Care.
Design, construction & fit out of outdoor Garden Rooms

Phone 087 609 9201 or 087 295 2706 Website: www.foxcover.ie
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Oh How Television (and Radio) has changed over the years . . . 
F1TV(which was previously only available to Sky customers) is now available in Ireland 

using the F1 app. For a monthly fee(starting at €3) viewers are given access to over  
20 cameras on race day, real time radio from the drivers, real time telemetry  
and much more. You can also watch any of 600 races from as far back as the  

early 80’s and there is also access to exclusive F1 documentaries.  
Full details are available by going to https//f1tv.formula1.com

As always at this time of year I would like to wish all a very Happy Christmas and 
heres’s hoping(again) that we return to some form of normality early next year.

Ian Macdonald 
Maxtec Systems

DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   60DCC Newsletter Dec 2021 - Jan 2022_25-11-21.indd   60 25/11/2021   16:2925/11/2021   16:29


